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BEFORE THE ARI ZONA PONER PLANT LS- 527
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RELI ABI LI TY PRQJECT, VWH CH

| NCLUDES THE CONSTRUCTI ON OF A
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LSC CASE NO. 269 PREFILING CONFERENCE 09/14/2026

BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunmbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commttee, conmencing at 3:00 p.m on the 14th day of
Sept enber, 2026, with all participants appearing via

vi deoconf er ence.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFCORD, Conmittee Chair

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

OSBORN MALEDON
By: Meghan H. G abel
El i as Anchar sk
2929 North Central Avenue, 21st Fl oor
Phoeni x, Ari zona 85012

TUCSON ELECTRI C PONER COVPANY

By: Megan C. Hill

88 East Broadway Bl vd., M HQE910
P.O Box 711

Tucson, Arizona 85702

ALSO PRESENT:

Cark Bryner - TEP

Deb Vining - TEP

Erin Mendoza - TEP

Renee Darling - Sonoran Land Resources

Tod Brewer - Assistant to Chairman Stafford
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CHWN. STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.

Now is the tinme set for the prefiling
conference for Tucson Electric Power's Sout hwest Tucson
Reliability Project.

Let's start with appearances. M. G abel.

M5. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairman. Meghan
G abel fromthe law firmof Gsborn Mal edon. Wth ne
fromny firmis ny coll eague Elias Ancharski

And with ne fromthe conpany is dark Bryner

Megan Hill, inside regulatory counsel
And Cark is -- | don't renenber your title,
Clark. I'msorry. It's changed.

MR. BRYNER: Manager of Siting Qutreach and
Engagenent .

M5. GRABEL: Thank you.

Deb Vining who is on dark's team Erin Mendoza
who works with Megan; and Renee Darling, the consultant
from Sonoran Land Resources.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay.

(Audi o di sruption.)

M5. GRABEL: W couldn't hear you, M. Chairnan,
i f you spoke. No one can hear you

CHWN. STAFFORD: How about now?

M5. GRABEL: Now we can hear you.

CHWN. STAFFORD: | don't know what happened.
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You coul d hear ne before.

Has there been nmuch public interest in this
case?

M5. GRABEL: | don't think so. | think we've
had public open houses.

And, C ark, do you want to talk to the
attendance at those?

MR. BRYNER  Yeah. W've had three rounds of
public outreach. W've had about -- between 30 and 40
peopl e attend each of those public open houses, really,
primarily in support. W don't expect any intervention,
so yeah.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. | see you
have four prefiling exhibits. Do you want to tal k us
t hrough those, Ms. G abel.

MS. GRABEL: Sure.

The first is the project map that wi Il probably
be Exhibit Ato the CEC when we get there. [Exhibit
PF- 1]

The second is the proposed notice of hearing
sign that we will install along the proposed routes.
[ Exhi bit PF-2]

The third is the map of the notice of hearing
sign | ocations which shows eight -- post eight potenti al
heari ng signs that we posted in the higher traffic

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LSC CASE NO. 269 PREFILING CONFERENCE 09/14/2026

areas, and sone are located, it |ooks |ike, on either
side of the street. [Exhibit PF-3]. Correct nme if I'm
wrong about that, M. Bryner. Aml right?

MR. BRYNER: You are correct.

M5. GRABEL: Thank you.

And then, finally, is the proposed notice of
heari ng as Exhi bit 4.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. Those are
adm tted.

| think you anticipate filing on
Sept enber 18t h?

M5. GRABEL: That's correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. Wen will you need
the notice of hearing finalized?

M5. GRABEL: Well, we want to publish in the
Arizona Daily Star. The earliest date is
Sept enber 23rd, so we probably need it as soon as
possi ble after we file on the 18th in order to neet that
deadl i ne.

CHWN. STAFFORD: (kay. Let's see. Let ne | ook
at the cal endar here.

| anticipate you'll file the norning of the
18t h; correct?

M5. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. So you need to get
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it to the publisher by what? The follow ng --

M5. GRABEL: Wednesday.

CHWN. STAFFORD: -- Wednesday. Gkay. So if
you get it by the 21st, will that be soon enough for
you?

M5. GRABEL: | think so. Thank you.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. And then we've got
a PDF of the notice of hearing. W need a Wrd version
of it. Send it to Tod.

M5. GRABEL: Yes. W wll send it to you in
Wor d.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. Awesone.

Let's see. So you said you'll get it published
in the Arizona Daily Star.

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Both tinmes?

M5. GRABEL: Wednesday, Septenber 23rd, and
Sunday, Septenber 27t h.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then should that be nore
t han 30 days before the hearing, then.

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: So you' ve got eight signs.

M5. GRABEL: Eight signs.

On the newspaper, real quickly, M. Chairnman,
we were also going to publish in the Arizona Bilingual.
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It's a nonthly publication, so we're going to shoot for
October. But if we can't do that, it will have to be
Novenber .

CHWN. STAFFORD: Novenber. That's --

M5. GRABEL: It's close, but it's not a
statutory requirenent, so --

CHWN. STAFFORD: Right, right. It's just a
bonus, but yeah.

M5. GRABEL: Nice to have. Exactly.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. And then you have a
proj ect website, | presune?

M5. GRABEL: W do have a project website on
TEP. coml Sout hwest - Tucson-Reliability-Project.

CHWN. STAFFORD: (kay. And so are you going to
do outreach on social nmedia for the hearing as well?

MS. GRABEL: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: So what do you -- is it just
t he nei ghborhoods where the lines will be |ocated? It
| ooks I'i ke sonme of it has yet to be built.

M5. GRABEL: | think about 80 percent of it is
taki ng place on existing infrastructure. 1It's only
about 20 percent that is yet to be constructed.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. So are you doi ng any
notifications wwthin a mle off the centerline?

M5. GRABEL: |Is that the intention, M. Bryner?
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MR. BRYNER So for the social nedia -- so we
have our project siting study area that we have that's
much | arger than just around those and so will include
everybody that was receiving notifications for that
bef or ehand, which will go a mle beyond that. So it
I ncl udes about 50,000 addresses. And all of that area
will also be included in the social nedia target area.

CHWN. STAFFORD: (kay. And you're putting it
in tw locations, a library and a community center?

M5. GRABEL: That's correct. W're putting it
in the Sout hwest Library on Mark Road, and the Drexel
Hei ghts Community Center on San Joaqui n Avenue.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. So we have the
application notices there.

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. What are the
affected jurisdictions?

M5. GRABEL: The affected -- just so you know
also, M. Chairman, we wll be |eaving a copy of the
application in the ACC s Docket Control center in
Phoeni x. W're going to try to do it in Tucson as well.
We're not sure whether or not that's a possibility.

CHW STAFFORD: Ckay.

M5. GRABEL: The affected jurisdictions are the
Arizona State Land Departnent, the Arizona Departnent of
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Transportation, the Gty of Tucson, Pinma County.

And then we are going to send notices of
hearing as a courtesy, even though they don't neet the
statutory definition of affected jurisdiction, to the
Pascua Yaqui, the Tohono O odham and the Bureau of Land
Managenent .

CHWN. STAFFORD: Gkay. Al right. And so
those notices will go out certified mail at |east
20 days before the hearing.

kay. So the hearing, we're having it at the
Commi ssion's hearing roomin Tucson; correct?

M5. GRABEL: Yes, that's correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: | think we had originally
tal ked about doing it starting that Monday, but seeing
how Tuesday is the national elections, we're going to
start on Wednesday, the 4th, instead.

M5. GRABEL: Ckay. WIIl we start at 10:00? 1Is
that the pl an?

CHWN. STAFFORD: No. W'Ill start at 1:00.

MS5. GRABEL: Ckay.

CHWN. STAFFORD: So we'll start at 1:00 on

Cctober 4th [sic], and then we'll do the public coment
that evening at 5:30 to 6:00. | imagine there's not
interest, so we'll be sitting around until 6:00, but
we'll at |east give the public that | ong.
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And then I think we had the roomthrough
Friday, if it takes that | ong.

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

One thing we kind of thought about doing for
this project as opposed to others is we actually want to
affirmati vely propose a tour. And when we anticipated a
potential start tinme at 10:.00 a.m, we thought we could
go over the project benefits and need at 10:00, take the
commttee nenbers to lunch, do a physical tour, and then
come back for public comrent, as needed.

W just think a tour is going to show that this
is areally kind of easy kind of project. This is a
very good route for a transmssion |ine given the anount
of existing infrastructure.

But if you don't want to do that, | just wanted
to let you know that we do think a tour would be
val uable in this situation

CHWN. STAFFORD: kay. So you'll submt a plan
for a tour. | guess we would do it -- we would start
at -- we would do it at 9:00 on that Thursday norning.

M5. GRABEL: Ckay.

CHWN. STAFFORD: | guess we may not do the
tour. How long would it take to do the tour?

M5. GRABEL: Two hours.

CHAI RVAN STAFFCORD: GCh, two hours.
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M5. GRABEL: Very short. Yeah.

CHWN. STAFFORD: kay. | wouldn't imagi ne we
woul d do a | ot of stops, then, would we?

M5. GRABEL: It's really just to see how nuch
existing infrastructure is there.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. Well, so
for the tour -- let ne |ook at the map here.

M5. GRABEL: M. Bryner, do you want to chine

MR. BRYNER | was just going to say two hours
max. It will probably be closer to an hour and 15 to an
hour 30, especially if we don't really do many stops.

| think it will be short enough we can kind of
travel it, and then we can have any di scussion that we
needed to have, really, back in the hearing room

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. Al right. Yeah. Ww,
an hour-and-a-half tour. | don't think I've ever seen
one that short before.

MR. BRYNER:. W' ve got a fast driver

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay.

M5. GRABEL: Is it Megan? |'mjust Kkidding.

M5. HILL: Ofline, Gabel. Ofline.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Gkay. And so we had the
prehearing conference date. That's going to be
Cctober 27th at 3:00 p.m?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
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M5. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And then there's no rel ated
litigation disputes for this project; correct?

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. 1'Il get the
procedural order out after we get the notice of hearing.
So I'll have a draft CEC wth proposed

conditions by the tinme of the prehearing conference?

M5. GRABEL: Yes, you will.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Gkay. Yeah, you always file
it as an exhibit, but if you send the Wrd version to
Tod, that will neke things go nore snoothly.

Al right. So it looks Iike we're not
expecting nmuch public comment on this project.

Are any public officials, do you think, going
to show up to speak in favor of it or against it? |
can't imagi ne why they would be against it if it's for
reliability purposes.

M5. GRABEL: Yeah, right.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Unl ess they underground it or
sonet hing. That's not going to be an issue on this one,
is it?

M5. GRABEL: Don't say that. Knock on wood,
no, it won't be.

MR. BRYNER. So we don't have anything that we
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anticipate fromany public officials.

CHWN. STAFFORD: kay. Wat about permts for
the project?

M5. GRABEL: Just your standard road
right-of-way permts.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay.

MR BRYNER. Can | just interject there real
fast? There is a stretch where we do cross BLM so we
wi || need special use authorization fromthem

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay.

MR. BRYNER  Ch, sorry. As we were pausing, |
was renenbering we do also cross ASLD, so we wll need a
| ease fromthe State Land Departnent as well. It's a
short stretch.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Oh, like a right-of-way from
the State Land?

MR. BRYNER: Correct. Yes.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. Now, for the
hearing we're going to be using the broadcast of the
Comm ssion's stuff. So they have their own W-F and
there will be the screen -- you shoul d probably
coordinate wth the Conmm ssion's AV people just to nmake
sure that you have a screen that you can project onto,
so touch base with them over there.

Now, what about for the exhibits? Are you
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pl anni ng on havi ng physical copies, or are you bringing
i Pads for everybody?

M5. GRABEL: We've been doing both, copies and

I Pads.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Yeah, because the
tablets work -- they're nmuch nore conveni ent than
bi nders.

M5. GRABEL: Certainly.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. So I'm assum ng
the filing fee for this application is $1, 000?

M5. GRABEL: It is.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And you know the Conmmi ssion's
obligated by statute to pay the cost of reporting and
transcri bing any application hearing, as well as the
actual and necessary expenses incurred by the commttee
menbers in connection with their participation in said
nmeetings fromthat filing fee.

Costs and fees exceedi ng the anmount of the
applicant's fee may, wwth the Applicant's consent, be
incurred by the commttee and charged to the Applicant.

Does the Applicant consent to pay the
Conmi ssion those costs in excess of the filing fees?

V5. GRABEL: W do.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. So it wll be the
standard three-day turnaround for the transcripts.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
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Is there anything el se we need to cover? |
think that's everything on the end of nmy Ilist.

M5. GRABEL: | think that's everything on ny
list as well.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. Tod, anything el se
that we need to hit?

MR BREVER: No, M. Chairman. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Ms. HilI.

M5. HILL: | have a neal |ogistics question.
It can be on the record or off the record. It doesn't
matter. Up to you, Chairnman.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: Go ahead. You can do it on
t he record.

M5. HILL: So, typically, because we're TEP, we
do a lot of work in that hearing room and there is
nothing -- there are no restaurants on site. The
cl osest one is across the street at the federal
building. There are a few within wal ki ng di stance.

What we propose, given how short the tour is,
then, and if we're starting the tour at 9:00, so what
we' re proposing, though, is there is a back area where
during rate cases we typically have food, snacks,
et cetera, et cetera. W wll bring in lunch there so
that conmttee nenbers and others don't have to walk to
a restaurant. We will bring in enough so that if there
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are nenbers of the public -- we don't anticipate that
many -- hopefully, they can too.

And so | just want you to be aware that because
there are no -- there aren't great facilities there to

have sonmething that's kept hot, they will probably be
things |i ke bagged | unches and sal ads from Baggin's,
maybe we' || order pizzas, that kind of thing.

So, Chairman, is that acceptable to you?

CHWN. STAFFORD: That w Il work.

M5. HILL: And then we will have coolers with
ice and drinks throughout the day.

And the comm ttee nenbers, for breakfast on
Thursday, they can either eat prior to at the hotel
where they are staying. W have chosen the Doubl eTree
so there is a restaurant on site, although I'mnot sure
if it's open. And we will also ensure that there are
bagel s and coffee and things in the hearing room

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. Good.

That rem nds ne, yes, so what is the hotel
where the accommodations wll be for the commttee
menber s?

M5. HILL: So there's a DoubleTree at the
Tucson Convention Center that is w thin wal king di stance
of the ACC. Parking, as you know, at that building,
Chairman, can be a little difficult. And because it
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w Il be Novenber and, hopefully, neither raining or
150 degrees outside, we wanted the option of the
conmittee nenbers to be able to wal k over

So |l don't think it's even a mle. |'m not
sure. But you sort of cut across. |It's right across
the street fromE Mnuto for the commttee nenbers that
are from Tucson.

CHWN. STAFFORD: kay. Al right. Wll, thank
you very nmuch. | will look forward to seeing you all in
cool er tenperatures in Tucson.

M5. GRABEL: Excellent.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Al right. Wth that,
we' re adjourned. Thanks.

(The Prefiling Conference concluded at

3:18 p.m)
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STATE OF ARl ZONA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF YUVA )

BE | T KNOMWN t hat the foregoing proceedi ngs were
taken before nme; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done
to the best of nmy skill and ability; that the
proceedi ngs were taken down by ne in shorthand and
thereafter reduced to print under ny direction

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out conme her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethica

obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) and (2).

DATED this 15th of Septenber, 2026 at Yuns,

Ari zona.
M CHELE E. BALMER
Arizona Certified Reporter
No. 50489
| CERTIF" =~ =7 —/7""7 7777777 "7 1CE, LLC
has conplied with forth in

ACIA 7-206(J)(1).

s s

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CE, LLC
Arizona Registered Firm
No. R1035
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