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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat t he above-entitled and
nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Pl ant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Comm ttee, commencing at 2: 01 p.m on April 7, 2026, with

all participants appearing via videoconference.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFCORD, Chai r man

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

MEGHAN H. GRABEL

ELI AS ANCHARSKI

GCsborn Mal edon

2929 North Central

21st Fl oor

Phoeni x, Arizona 85012

ALSO PRESENT:

Megan Hill, TEP

Chri stopher Otiz y Pino, TEP

Samant ha Egan, TEP

Tod Brewer, assistant to Chairnman Stafford
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CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Let's go on the
record.

Now is the tinme set for the prefiling
conference for the Santa Rita connection project.

Let's start with appearances. M. G abel?

MS. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
Actually, M. Ancharski is going to take the lead on this
prefiling conference. So I'll turn it over to him

MR, ANCHARSKI : Good -- good afternoon,

M. Chairman. Eli Ancharski on behalf of the applicant
TEP. Wth ne fromny firmis Ms. Meghan Grabel. Al so on
the call is Ms. Megan Hill and Sam Egan, both in-house
counsel for TEP. W also have M. Chris Otiz y Pino, the
proj ect manager for outreach and engagenent on this

proj ect.

CHW STAFFORD: And M. dark Bryner is
| urking in the background.

MR. ANCHARSKI : Al ways | urki ng around.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Has there been
much public interest so far on this project?

MR. ANCHARSKI: Not so far, particularly in
way of opposition. There was a robust public outreach
effort where the conpany engaged the community, but
not hing -- nothing substantial in terns of opposition.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. And | see you
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have four prehearing exhibits. Can you describe those for

us, pl ease.

MR. ANCHARSKI: Yes. So Prehearing
Exhibit 1 is a map of the project that shows the two
routes that the applicant is requesting approval of.

Map Number 2 shows a proposed notice of
hearing sign. As you will -- as you wll note we still
need the docket nunber for that, but that wll be the
physi cal signage that's posted out in the vicinity of the
proj ect.

Prefiling Exhibit Nunber 3 is a map of the
noti ce of hearing sign locations. So those are the
various | ocations around the project area where the
applicant intends to post physical signage.

And then finally Exhibit 4 is the proposed
notice of hearing that we prepared for your signature
once -- once the docket's opened.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. W!'re going to
need a Word version of the notice of hearing. Wen can
you get that to us?

MR ANCHARSKI: | can do that right after
this call.

CHWN STAFFORD: Excell ent.

And let's see. When are you going to need
the notice of hearing for your publication deadlines?
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MR, ANCHARSKI: So the first notice is --
We're planning to publish April 25th in the Arizona Daily
Star.

Chris, do you happen to know when t hat
notice i s needed?

MR ORTIZYy PINO So in order to nake 30
days prior to the hearing it nmust be published no | ater
than April 25th.

MR ANCHARSKI : Sorry, Chris. To confirm
how | ong does the newspaper need to -- to publish that?
Do you happen to know?

MR ORTIZy PINO | think two days in
advance is how | ong (i ndeci pherable).

(Reporter clarification.)

MR ORTIZy PINO O the date of
publ i shnent. So the 23rd, April 23rd.

CHWN STAFFORD: What day is that? Let's
see. It's a Thursday.

What's -- what's the anticipated file date?

MR. ANCHARSKI: W plan to file April 17th.
So that's not this upcom ng Friday, but the foll ow ng
Fri day.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, then | think we can
get it to you long before the 23rd.

MR. ANCHARSKI: Yeah. | was going to ask.
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Qbviously the sooner -- the sooner the better is -- is
hel pf ul when getting these newspaper notices out. So,
yeah, as soon as possible on that. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: (Gkay. So you've got the
sign locations. That's in your Prefiling Exhibit 3.

MR, ANCHARSKI : Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Seven signs. Ckay.

And t hen you have got a project website for
this well?

MR ANCHARSKI : That's correct, yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: And what ki nd of soci al
nedi a outreach are you doing for the project and for the
noti ce of hearing?

MR. ANCHARSKI: So the conpany intends to
use Facebook | think May 18th through the 26th.

Is that correct, Chris? |Is there anything
el se additional on social nedia?

MR ORTIZy PINO That's correct. It wll
be on Facebook and | nstagram

CHWN STAFFORD: And | believe you are going
to have the docunents, the application, transcripts, and
t he procedural order, all those things put at two public
library locations. 1|s that correct?

MR, ANCHARSKI: That's correct,

M. Chairman. So the Sahuarita Library and the Conrad
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Joyner Green Valley Library, study area.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So what are the
affected jurisdictions for this project?

MR ANCHARSKI: So for this project the
affected jurisdictions are the Arizona State Land
Departnment, the Cty of Tucson, Pima County, and the Town
of Sahuarita.

CHW STAFFORD: Al right. So obviously
notice by certified nail to the Comm ssion. Correct?

MR. ANCHARSKI : Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So it |ooks Iike
we're doing the evidentiary hearing at the Desert D anond
Casi no Conference Center in Tucson.

MR, ANCHARSKI : Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Start day is Tuesday
because the 25th is Menorial Day; right?

MR. ANCHARSKI :  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. How many days do
you anticipate the hearing lasting? | have got it noticed
t hrough Friday, but surely it won't take that |long, wll
it?

MR ANCHARSKI : No, | don't -- | don't
believe we anticipate it will take that long. Obviously,
you know, subject to the tour -- W do have a tour planned
for -- it would be that Wednesday norning. So obviously
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that woul d probably take up half a day. Beyond that, |
mean, probably on our typical schedule, unless there is an
intervenor. So potentially by the end of the Wdnesday,

or maybe early Thursday.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Do you -- do you
anticipate any intervention?

MR. ANCHARSKI: Chris, have you heard
anyt hi ng?

As of this norning we hadn't heard anyt hi ng
about intervention.

MR ORTIZy PINO No, |I've heard nothing at
this point.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. So have a pl an
for the tour by the tine of the prehearing conference. |If
we do it it will be that Wdnesday norni ng.

Now, for |odging for the out-of-town
commttee nenbers, you'll have themthere at the Desert
D anond Casino as wel | ?

MR, ANCHARSKI: Yes, that's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Now, nmke sure you
have enough roons for each nenber, the chairnman, and the
court reporter. We'Ill find out if any are going to attend
virtual ly.

| do know, and | don't know if you're aware
of this or not, but Menber Kryder has resigned fromthe
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commttee. So you won't be needing to book a roomfor
hi m

MR. ANCHARSKI: That's a shane. He will be
m ssed.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. And Tod, what is
the date we're setting for the prehearing conference?

MR, BREWER W have this schedul ed for
May the 19th at 2:00, M. Chairnan.

CHWN STAFFORD: Now, is there any rel ated
litigation or disputes for this project?

MR ANCHARSKI: No, sir. Nothing at this

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. So you
said you can file the application on April 17th; correct?

MR. ANCHARSKI :  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. 1'Il do a
procedural order.

Make sure you have a draft CEC by the tine
of the prehearing conference.

Public comment, we'll do that at 5:30 p.m
starting on Tuesday. Do you know if any public officials
are going to want to make comment on this project?

MR, ANCHARSKI : Chris, are you aware of any
public officials? | don't believe so at this tine, but --

MR ORTIZYy PINO | don't believe so at
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this tine.

MR. ANCHARSKI : But as al ways we, you know,
woul d -- would | ook out for letters of support as well and
file those, you know, at the appropriate tine with
exhibits. So that -- that could be where we see public
coment fromofficials.

CHWN STAFFORD: And so is there any federal,
state, county, city or town permts required for this
proj ect ?

MR ANCHARSKI: Not for the jurisdictional
project. | will note that the Santa Rita Substati on,
which is kind of part of this but not jurisdictional, does
need a power -- a power substation permt from Pina
County.

CHWN STAFFORD: And where is that in the
process?

MR ANCHARSKI : Chris, do you have any
updates on that?

MR ORTIZYy PINO It has not been started

yet .

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So it hasn't been
filed yet?

MR ORTIZy PINO That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So | inmgine prior to
the hearing you'll have sone idea where the substation is
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goi ng to go.

MR ORTIZYy PINO Yes, sir.

MR ANCHARSKI : Yes. There is a proposed
| ocati on, you know, shown on exhibits and things |ike that
that we'll certainly get into and di scuss.

CHW STAFFORD: Al right. And so | assune
you'll be having Peaks Audi o for the hearing.

MR, ANCHARSKI : Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. And they will do
the standard tablets for the exhibits for all the nenbers?
Excel | ent .

MR ANCHARSKI : Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So |I'm assum ng that
the filing fee for this application was a thousand
dol | ars.

MR. ANCHARSKI: That's correct. Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. The Comm ssion's
obligated by statute to pay the cost of reporting and
transcri bing any application hearing as well as the actual
and necessary expenses incurred by the conmmttee nenbers
in connection with their participation in the commttee
nmeeting fromthat filing fee.

The costs and fees exceedi ng the anount of
the fee may, with the applicant's consent, be charged by
the commttee -- be incurred by the conmttee and charged
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to the applicant.

Does the applicant consent to pay the
comm ssion those costs in excess of the filing fee?

MR, ANCHARSKI :  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Al right. M. HIl, you
had a question. Thought |I saw a hand raised there a
second.

M5. HILL: Yeah, it was an accidental click.
l'msorry.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So we'll do the
standard three-day turnaround of transcripts.

I's there anything el se we need to cover?

MR, ANCHARSKI: | don't believe there is
anything else at this tine.

CHWN STAFFORD: Tod, anything el se?

MR. BREVWER  Not hing from our end,

M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Al right. Jill, do you
have everything you need?

THE COURT REPORTER: Yes, | do.

CHWN STAFFORD: Excell ent.

Vell, 1"ll ook forward to getting the Wrd
version of the notice of hearing and the application on
the 17th. So I'll see you all again at the prehearing
conference on May 19t h.
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ended. )

MS. GRABEL: Thank you.
CHW STAFFORD: All right.
MR ANCHARSKI :  Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: W th that we are adj ourned.

MR ORTIZy PINO Thank you.
MR, ANCHARSKI :  Thank you.

(Wher eupon, at 2:12 p.m the proceedings
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF YAVAPAI )

BE IT KNOMWN that the foregoing proceedings are a
full, true, and accurate record of the proceedings, al
done to the best of ny skill and ability; that the
groceedings were transcri bed and reduced to print under ny

i rection.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to, nor
enpl oyed by any of the parties hereto, and have no
interest in the outcone thereof.

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethi cal
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and ACIA
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7-206(J)(1)(9)(1) and (2).

Dated at Prescott, Arizona, this 9th day of April,

2026.
11,1'_ (A |'.I f'fl AN L;ﬂ E
JI'LL MARNELL
Certified Reporter #50021
Regi st ered Professi onal Reporter
* * * * * *
| CERTIFY that GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC, has

conplied with the T ' " 'th in ACIA
7-206(J) (1) (9) (1)

e s

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Regi stered Reporting Firm
Arizona RRF No. R1035
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