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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunmbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Committee at the Desert Di anond Casi no Conference
Center, 7350 South Nogal es H ghway, Tucson, Arizona,
comencing at 1:03 p.m on the 26th day of My, 2026.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFCORD, Conmittee Chair

M CHAEL COVBTOCK, Arizona Corporation Conmm ssion

DOUGLAS FANT, General Public

SAL DICICA QO Cities and Towns

MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, PE, General Public (via Zoom

ROVAN FONTES, Counties (via Zoon)

GABBY SAUCEDO MERCER, General Public

LANEY MEEKER, Arizona Departnment of Water Resources
(Via Zoon

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

OSBORN MALEDON
By: Meghan H G abel
El i as Anchar ski
2929 North Central Avenue, 21st Fl oor
Phoeni x, Ari zona 85012

- and -

TUCSON ELECTRI C PONER
By: Samant ha Egan
Megan C. Hi Il
88 East Broadway Boul evard
M5 HQE910
Tucson, Arizona 85701
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CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.

Now is the tine set for the hearing on the
application of Tucson Electric Power Conpany for a
Certificate of Environnental Conpatibility, Docket
No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261, or Line Siting Case 261.
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Let's take a roll call of the nenbers.

Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Present.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Menber Mer cer.

MEMBER MERCER:  Present.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Here.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD:  Menber Di G cci o.

MEMBER DICICCI O Here.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: And online we have Menber

Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Present.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD:  Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: Present.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: And | would |ike to wel cone
Menber Laney Meeker from Arizona Departnent of Water

Resources. Menber Meeker.

MEMBER MEEKER  Present. Thank you, Chair.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:. Thank you.
Al right. W have the exhibits on the tablets

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
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in front of the nmenbers. Do the nenbers online have the
exhi bi ts?

| think they were all filed in the docket; is
that correct?

M5. GRABEL: That's correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | do.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Let's take the appearance
of the Applicant.

M5. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairman. Meghan
G abel fromthe law firm Gsborn Mal edon for the
Applicant, Tucson El ectric Power Conpany.

Wth nme fromny firmat counsel table is ny
col |l eague Elias Ancharski. Wth nme at counsel table
fromthe conpany is Ms. Sam Egan, Sanantha Egan. And
nost of you know Megan Hill. She's in the peanut
gallery for this one.

CHAl RMAN STAFFCORD: Thank you

Is there any -- there have been no requests for
intervention in this matter; is that correct?

M5. GRABEL: That is correct.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Nor have there been any
limted appearance statenments fil ed?

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: W th that, are there any
prelimnary matters we need to address before you give
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your opening statenment, Ms. G abel ?

M5. GRABEL: No, sir.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Pl ease proceed.

M5. GRABEL: All right. Thank you very nuch.

Chai rman, Conmittee Menbers, in this matter
TEP seeks a Certificate of Environnmental Conpatibility,
or a CEC, to authorize the construction of the Santa
Rita Connection Project in Pima County, Arizona. You'll
hear this project referred to as "Santa Rita Connecti on"
or, nore generally, just "the project.”

The primary purpose of the project is to
upgrade the reliability of TEP's transm ssi on system
that serves southeastern Pima County and to provide
additional capacity to serve the town of Sahuarita and
surroundi ng comruni ties.

By way of a brief summary, TEP proposes to
construct an approximately 13- to 17-mle 138kV
transm ssion line that will connect its existing Sonoran
Substation in Pima County to TEP s planned Santa Rita
Substation in Pima County.

The project will be located, as |'ve said tw ce
now, in Pima County and will cross private and state
| and. And while not jurisdictional and, therefore, not
a part of our CEC application, TEP also plans to
construct the Santa R ta Substation. That substation
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w Il be | ocated on approximately 16 acres of |and that
was granted to TEP by the Arizona State Land Depart nent.

So this map, which has been marked as TEP
Exhibit 2, provides an overview of the project |ocation.
It identifies the two proposed routes. Route 1 is shown
in green and Route 3 is shown in purple.

You may be wondering why we didn't | abel these
Routes 1 and 2. | know | did when | was first reading
the CEC application.

So just for background, 1 and 3 were the
nunbers used to identify these two routes during the
public outreach, and Route 2 was elimnated from
consi deration. And, therefore, TEP chose to consider
using the original nonikers to avoid confusion with the
ongoi ng public nessagi ng.

This map al so shows both interconnection points
for the project. The northern connection is TEP s
exi sting Sonoran Substation, and the southern connection
Is the planned Santa Rita Substation, both in Pinma
County.

The length of Route 1 is approximtely
17.4 mles. The length of Route 3 is approximately
13.3 ml es.

TEP plans to obtain 100-foot rights-of-way and
easenents for the line and up to 1, 500-foot w de
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corridors, although that 1,500 |arge corridor is really
only in one discrete |ocation to accommobdat e

transm ssion line crossings, which our witnesses wll
expl ai n.

Not ably, TEP is asking that the CEC grant
approval to construct both routes, with the condition
that only one route will actually be built.

Route 1 contenpl ates co-locating a portion of
the project with a line that is owned by UNS El ectric
Conpany, or UNSE, and that UNSE |ine and rel ated
structures are being considered for funding through a
grant fromthe U S. Departnent of Energy, which is
currently under review by the Departnent of Energy.

And at this time, UNSE doesn't know if the
terms of the grant would allow for co-location, and so
we want both lines. |In case the grant won't allow for
the co-location on the one project, we would choose the
additional -- or the other line. Therefore, TEP
requests that both routes be approved in the CEC so that
it may neet its in-service date regardl ess of whether
the grant funds are conprom sed.

So purpose and need. The project will provide
a new 138kV transm ssion path that provides greater
reliability, power quality, and capacity to existing and
future custoners south of the city of Tucson. The

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
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project will upgrade the reliability of TEFP' s

transm ssion systemthat serves southeastern Pima County
and, coupled with the planned Santa Rita Substati on,

will provide additional capacity to serve the town of
Sahuarita and surroundi ng communiti es.

The project wll also expand transm ssion
capacity to neet both current and future energy denmand,
and it wll also aid in tinmes of peak demand during high
tenperatures and ot her extrene weat her events. Together
with the planned Santa Rita Substation, the project wll
also facilitate the retirenment of portions of the
exi sting and agi ng 46kV subtransm ssion infrastructure
in the area.

One of the reasons why | love ny job is that |
seemto | earn sonething new with each case, and in this
case it was about what the North American Electric
Reliability Corp., or NERC, calls a P6 planning event.
So the need for this project was identified when the
Santa Cruz Reliability North Project was approved, as
you may renenber, |ate |ast year.

Prior to that, the Vail to Kantor |ine that
supplied UNSE's custoners with power was a radial |ine.
It was not interconnected to the bulk electric system
and, because of that, it was not subject to NERC s
reliability requirenents.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
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When we brought on the addition of the Canoa
Ranch to Kantor project, which was the SCR North
Project, that did bring the Vail to Kantor line into the
bul k el ectric systemand now it is subject to NERC s
studies and reliability requirenents.

That's a good thing. |It's good to be part of
the bulk electric systens because you have redundancy.
You have the system pl anni ng.

And in doing so, the study identified what NERC
calls a P6 transm ssion planning event in this case, and
the line that we're bringing to you today for approval
is the mtigation solution for this P6 event.

So to briefly explain, NERC requires that the
TEP transm ssion engi neers anal yze what happens when two
lines in the bulk electric systemgo down at once.
That's the P6 event. For exanple, the picture on the
|l eft on this slide shows a diagram of TEP s pl anned
electric systemin 2028. That's when the SCR North |ine
w Il be placed in service.

If you look at the mddle picture, this assunes
that the Vail to Kantor segnment goes down, say, for
schedul ed mai nt enance and an outage and, during that
out age, TEP also | oses the TEP South Loop to G een
Val | ey |ine unexpectedly.

Wen these two out ages happen, there could be

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
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an overload on the third remaining circuit, and that
overload could result in significant operational
limtations that have to be resol ved.

So this project, as shown to the right,
introduces a TEP to Santa Rita Substation and a |ine
that connects that substation to the Sonoran Substati on.
And in doing so, there's now a fourth elenent to the
bul k el ectric systemthat provides redundancy to protect
what woul d ot herwi se be overloaded circuits. And,
again, that solution is depicted on the right.

So these facts will be supported and expl ai ned,
probably better than a | awer would do, by the testinony
of two witnesses that will be presented in three panels,
M. Chris Otizy Pinois a siting, outreach, and
engagenent project manager for UNSE and TEP; and
M. dark Bryner is the manager of siting, outreach, and
engagenent for TEP

Both witnesses will appear in each panel. And
while Chris will do nost of the talking on the first two
panels, Clark will be sworn in and avail able to answer
your questions as they arise.

During the first panel, M. Otiz y Pino will
i ntroduce TEP and the project, including the proposed
routes and describe their general characteristics. He
w Il al so describe the project's purpose and benefits,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
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as well as the need for the project.

Qur second panel w Il describe how the routes
fair under the factors this commttee is required to
consi der under 40-360.06. It will also present the
virtual tour and discuss the visual aspects of the
proj ect .

Finally, our third panel wll discuss the
project siting process and the public outreach perforned
for the project and | egal conpliance itens.

So noving on to sonme adm nistrative itenms, each
of the commttee nenbers present today should have the
bi nders with all of the exhibits and materials that the
TEP teamintends to use through the hearing.

(Fire al arm soundi ng.)

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: Let's go off the record.

(A recess was taken from1:13 p.m to

1:21 p.m)

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

Now that the excitenent is over, Ms. Gabel, |
bel i eve you were wrappi ng up your opening.

M5. GRABEL: Indeed. So the only thing I']
add to the exhibits is that -- what | wanted to point
out is in addition to the exhibit binders, you shoul d
have four kind of |oose supplenental exhibits that we'l]l

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
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be introducing in the record today. | believe they were
docket ed on Fri day.

And then, in conclusion, based on the evidence
we Wi ll present, we are confident that you will concl ude
that the Santa Rita Connection Project will help neet
Arizona's need for an adequate, economcal, and reliable
supply of power with mninal inpacts to the environnent
and ecol ogy of the state and will ask that you approve
both routes in the requested CEC

And with that, we're ready to begin our
evidentiary presentation.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD:  Thank you

| see Menber Fontes' hand rai sed.

MEMBER LI TTLE: He went to fill his water
glass. | texted him He should be back shortly.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Now, online nenbers, you
have access to the exhibits? They should all be
avai | abl e on the Conmm ssion's website in the docket.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | do, M. Chairman.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: kay. |'m seeing nods from
Menmber Meeker.

MEMBER MEEKER  Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And | think Menber Fontes had
hi s thunbs up when you asked before. One thunb up.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: (Ckay. Excellent.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
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Menmber Fant, you had a question?

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

Just a really basic question for the panel.
Can you explain the relationship --

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: They haven't been sworn in
yet, so don't ask any questions. Wtnesses have to be
called and sworn. So a little ahead of the gun there.

MEMBER FANT: Sorry.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  All right. M. G abel,
woul d you like to call your two w tnesses?

M5. GRABEL: Thank you. | call M. Chris

Otizy Pino and M. dark Bryner.

CHRI'S ORTI Z Y PI NO AND CLARK BRYNER,
called as witnesses as a panel on behal f of Applicant,
havi ng been previously affirnmed by the Chairman to speak
the truth and nothing but the truth, were exam ned and

testified as foll ows:

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you. Pl ease proceed
Ms. G abel.

M5. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And t hen, Menber Fant, do
you have a qui ck question?

MEMBER FANT: Yes, M. Chair. Thank you.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
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Coul d either of you explain the relationship
bet ween UNSE and Tucson El ectric?

A BY MR BRYNER Sure. [|'Il take that one. So
UNS El ectric and TEP are both subsidiaries of UNS Energy
Corporation, which is a subsidiary of Fortis Energy. So
we're all part of the sanme corporate famly.

MEMBER FANT: But UNSE has its own managenent
structure just |ike TEPCO?

A BY MR BRYNER So a lot of the managenent is
shared, but, yes, it has its own nanagenent structure.
So UNS Electric is actually part of Uni Source Energy
Services, which also has a gas entity.

But, yes, we have | eadership structures wthin
each, but they all report up to the sane UNS Ener gy
| eader shi p.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD:  And | believe UNS Gas and
UNS Energy are both -- used to be Citizens Uilities,
didn't they?

A BY MR BRYNER That's correct.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: Menber Fontes, you had your
hand rai sed?

MEMBER FONTES: | did.

| just want to know if that DOE grant is
subject to NEPA that the Line 1 is |ooking at, just for

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
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our awareness as we consi der those for you
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes, Menber Fontes. The

DCE grant is subject to NEPA conpliance, and it did
receive its conditional approval and has a categori cal
exclusion for it.

MEMBER FONTES: Thanks. That's useful.
Appreciate it.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ms. G abel .

M5. GRABEL: Thank you. And just to clarify
for the record, UNSE and TEP, while affiliated, are

separ at e conpani es.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON.

Q (BY M5. GRABEL) Gkay. M. Otiz y Pino,
pl ease state your nanme and busi ness address for the
recor d.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO M nane is Chris Otizy
Pino. And ny business address is 88 East Broadway,
Tucson, Ari zona.

Q By whom are you enpl oyed and in what capacity?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO |I'menployed by Tucson
Electric Power in the capacity of a project manager of
siting, outreach, and engagenent.

Q What is your role in this matter?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
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A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO |I'mthe |ead project
manager for the Santa Rita connecti on.

Q Do you have a book of exhibits in front of you?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO | do.

Q W1l you please turn to Exhibit TEP-1, which
identifies the CEC application that was submtted.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Ckay.

Q Have you seen this docunent before?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO | have.

Q Was it prepared by you or under your direction
and control ?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO It was.

Q Are the statenents contained within TEP-1 true
and correct to the best of your know edge?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q And do you have any corrections you would |ike
to make to TEP-1?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes, we have three.

Q And, in fact, those are identified in
Exhi bit TEP-17, correct?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That is correct.

M5. GRABEL: And, Menbers, you should have

TEP-17 as a | oose exhibit in front of you.

Q (BY M5. GRABEL) M. Otiz y Pino, please
briefly wal k through the corrections that we submtted
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in Exhibit TEP-17.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO (Ckay. Thank you,
Ms. G abel .

So on Page 17, we have a correction in a place
there was a typo where we wanted to say 100-f oot-w de
corridors -- or we ended up saying 100-foot-w de
corridors, when what we really wanted to say was
1,500-foot-wide corridors. So we confused right-of -way
and corridor there.

Q And t he next?

A On Page 19 and Page 30, for the maxi mum hei ght
of proposed poles, we said "up to 125 feet,"” and that
has been replaced with "up to 150 feet."

And the final one is on Page 371. It was
reference to Key CGbservation Point No. 4. And in the
Key bservation Point No. 4, which we'll see on our

pl acemats as well as in the presentation, what was

m ssing was the existing single-circuit, Uni Source-owned

138-kilovolt transm ssion |ine.
Q Thank you.
Pl ease turn to Exhibit TEP-2, which is the nmap
of the proposed project.
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Ckay.
Q Was TEP-2 prepared by you or under your
direction and control ?
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A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes, it was.

Q And is TEP-2 substantially the sane as the map
that is on the placemat in front of the commttee
menber s?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes, it is.

Q And | would normally ask you to describe the
pl acemat, but you do have a slide later in your
presentation that goes through that in pretty specific
detail, so we can just skip that for now

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Ckay.

Q Pl ease turn to Exhibit TEP-3, which is the
testimony summary of Chris Otiz y Pino.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Ckay.

Q Was TEP-3 prepared by you or under your
direction and control ?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes, it was.

Q Are the contents true and correct to the best
of your know edge?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO They are.

Q And do you have any changes you would like to
make to TEP- 3?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO No.

Al'l right. Thank you.
M. Bryner, I'mgoing to turn to you for a
nmoment. Pl ease state your nanme and busi ness address for
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t he record.

A BY MR BRYNER My nane is Clark Bryner. M
busi ness address is 88 East Broadway, Tucson, Arizona.

Q And by whom are you enpl oyed and i n what
capacity?

A BY MR BRYNER |'m enpl oyed by Tucson El ectric
Power as the nmanager of siting, outreach, and
engagemnent .

Q What is your role in this matter?

A BY MR BRYNER In this particul ar project,
|'ve been -- I've provided senior |evel oversight over
the project. And, in particular, |I've been involved in
provi di ng assi stance on the siting and the outreach
efforts.

Q W1l you please turn to TEP-4, which is the
testinony summary of Cark Bryner.

A BY MR BRYNER  Ckay.

Q Are you there?

Was TEP-4 prepared by you or under your
direction and control ?

A BY MR BRYNER Yes, it was.

Q Are the contents true and correct to the best
of your know edge?

A BY MR BRYNER Yes, they are.

Q Do you have any changes you would |i ke to make
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to TEP-4?

A BY MR BRYNER  No.

Q Back to you, M. Otiz y Pino. |If you could
pl ease turn to Exhibit TEP-5, which is the Power Poi nt
presentation for the hearing.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Ckay.

Q Was TEP-5 prepared by you or under your
direction and control ?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes, it was.

Q Are the contents true and correct to the best
of your know edge?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO They are.

Q Do you have any changes you woul d make to
TEP- 57

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes. W do have one
addition of a slide.

Q kay. And | believe that is reflected in
Exhi bit TEP-18; correct?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That is correct.

Q Can you turn to TEP-18 and describe for the
conmi ttee nenbers what the change is.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Al right. So it is a
sumrary slide of our purpose and need statenent, so it's
just bullet points of our -- key points of our purpose
and need.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

L-00000C-26-0125-00261 VOL. | 05/26/2026

Q And you'll go over that slide when we get to it

in the presentation.

A. Yes.

Q Wth that, | may interrupt your presentation a

couple of tines, but please begin your remarks.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Before you get started,
just a threshold issue.

The anmendnents to the application and the
acconpanyi ng docunents do not constitute a substanti al
devi ation fromwhat was previously noticed to the
public, so there was no additional need for additional
publication or notice under the rules.

|'"'mlooking to nmy coll eagues to confirm
agreenent with ny assessnent. |'m seei ng nods.

Al right. Please carry on

M5. GRABEL: Thank you.

Q (BY M5. GRABEL) M. Otiz y Pino.
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Al right. Thank you
very much

Al right. So ny nane, as | nentioned

previously, is Chris Otiz y Pino. As a project manager

of siting, outreach, and engagenent, ny roles and
responsibilities with the conpany is to assist in the
obtai ning of the CEC for transm ssion and thernal
generation facilities for both TEP and UNSE.
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| oversee the planning, siting, external
outreach and engagenent processes and plans in the
preparation of the application and the supporting
exhibits for a certificate of environnenta
conpatibility application.

My education is nost recently | have a nmaster's
of science in planning fromthe University of Arizona.
| have a bachelor of arts in fine arts and a double
maj or in Spanish literature fromthe University of New
Mexico. |1'man active nmenber of the American Pl anning
Associ ati on

And | have six years of experience in the

electric utility industry, nost recently as a Project

Manager |1 and, to date, as a -- for the past year and a
hal f, 1've been working in this capacity as a project
manager. For the previous four and a half years, | had

been working as an environnmental and | and use pl anner
for the conpany, working in entitlenments and ot her |and
I Ssues.
Prior to comng to TEP, | worked as a pl anni ng

consultant with a private engineering firm The WB
G oup, and prior to that as a policy aid to former Cty
of Tucson Counci | menber Steven Kozachi k.

A BY MR BRYNER So ny nane is Cark Bryner
|'"ve testified before this commttee on several past
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occasi ons.

And | already covered ny role and
responsibilities, but just a little bit about ny
educati on and experience. | have a bachelor of arts in
geography and a master's of science in bioregional
pl anni ng, both from U ah State University.

| also am an active nenber of the Anmerican
Pl anni ng Association and I'ma certified planner, which
is acertification that |1've held since 2011.

| have 20 years of experience in the electric
utility industry, primarily with TEP and UNS El ectric
working in a variety of different roles. And over the
past four years, |'ve overseen siting, while | spent the
previ ous 10 years in maintenance planning and asset
managenent with direct responsibility for maintenance of
the transm ssion system

And then | have an additional six years of
experience in environnental planning and permtting
roles, both with the conpany and as an outside
consul tant.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Al right. So now, as
many of you may know and others nmay be less famliar
wi th, Tucson El ectric Power has transm ssion and
generation facilities throughout Arizona and New Mexi co.

W see in this slide our extra high voltage
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transm ssion |ines serving the Tucson El ectric Power
service territory and various general -- generation
syst ens.

In Slide 6, we have a map of the Tucson service
territory, TEP service territory, in dark gray.

And in Slide 5, we have sone information here
about this area. Qur service territory is approximtely
1,155 square mles. W serve 455,000 custoners in a
total popul ation of approximately 1.2 mllion people.

We have nearly 2,200 mles of transm ssion |lines and
over 100 substations and sw tchyards serving this
territory.

On Slide 6, | would Iike to draw your attention
to the orange line crossing the service territory from
left to right. This is our 345-kilovolt transm ssion
line that's nore or |ess the spine of the regional
transm ssion systemin Tucson. Additionally, the red
rectangle in the center portion, this is the rough area
in which our project study area is going to be | ooking
at today.

CGetting started with our project overview and
our purpose and need statenents, this graphic is a
sinmplification of the transm ssion system south of
Tucson. The thick black |ine crossing the screen from
left toright is the 345 line | just nentioned in our
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previ ous slide.

The thinner black lines represent the
138-kilovolt transm ssion lines that serve the area
south of Tucson and Santa Cruz County.

The transmi ssion lines highlighted in yell ow
are what | wll be calling the South Loop. The South
Loop is a redundant systemand is interconnected into
the regional electric systemserving Sahuarita, G een
Val l ey, and other large |oad custoners. This line is a
part of the bulk electrical systemand is included in
annual NERC conpl i ance st udi es.

This line highlighted in yellowis the radi al
138-kilovolt transm ssion line serving Santa G uz
County. As it exists today, this radial line is
exenpted from NERC reliability studies.

Q Before you |l eave the slide, M. Otiz y Pino,
what is a radial transm ssion |ine?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO A radial transm ssion
line is a single line serving a comunity. So it's not
connected with a redundant source of power.

Q And not connected to the bulk electric grid;
correct?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That is correct.

Q Thank you. Pl ease conti nue.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And so for purposes of
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reliability, if that |ine goes down, there's no way to
nove power to the custonmers at the end of the |ine;
correct?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That is correct.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Hence, we |ike the | ooped
systens nmuch better, then, don't we?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Very nuch so.

So you nmay recall this line fromthe recent
heari ng before the commttee in Novenber of 2025. It
was heard under Case 252. This was the first phase of
the | arger three-phase Santa Cruz Reliability Project.
It was al so known as the Santa CGruz Reliability Project
Nor t h.

This |ine between the Canoa Ranch Substation
and the Kantor Substation in Santa Cruz County w |
connect the Vail to Kantor transm ssion line to the
South Loop and into the bulk electrical system Wth
this connection, the South Loop and the Vail to Kantor
transmssion line wll forma |loop systemw th three
pat hways into the Kantor Substati on.

By bringing the fornerly radial line into the
bul k el ectrical system it inproves the systemfor both
TEP and UNSE custoners, creating a nore redundant system
and inproving reliability for everyone.

In connecting the South Loop to the Kantor
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Substation, it brings in the Vail to Kantor transm ssion
line into the bulk electrical system This in itself
requi res conpliance with NERC reliability standards.

As a result of NERC -- annual NERC-mandated
studies, TEP identified that the systemin this area is
at risk of a P6 planning event, which is a nmultiple
conti ngency event consisting of the | oss of one el enent,
foll owed by system adjustnents, and then the | oss of a
second el enment of the system

| realize that this is kind of heavy utility
jargon, so |I'mabout to go into an exanpl e of what that
nmeans and what that may | ook |like for a P6 event.

So we have a hypothetical scenario in which one
transm ssion |line pathway is renoved fromservice to
conduct needed mmi ntenance. In this situation, there
are system adj ustnents and power is served fromthe
remai ning two transm ssion pathways that feed into
Kant or Subst ati on.

Continuing in this hypothetical scenario, an
unpl anned fault occurs on one of the two renaining
transm ssion line pathways. It is at this point that
all of the power that had previously been served through
three lines is now being served through just one. In
this contingency, the remaining transm ssi on pat hway
begins to see an overl oadi ng condition.
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During transm ssion studies of the P6 event,
| oadi ng of the remaining circuit reaches 90 percent,
which is the threshold TEP has for | ooking at additional
resources. And in 2029, the circuit reaches 96 percent
of its |oad-carrying capacity.

To avoid this risk of overloading the remaining
circuit as presented by this hypothetical planning
scenario, TEP is proposing the Santa R ta Connection
Project, a new 138-kilovolt |line connecting the Sonoran
Substation to the planned Santa Rita Substati on.

This sol ution provides the necessary redundant
support to the transm ssion system mitigating a circuit
overl oad by providing a fourth path to reroute power in
the event of an outage. Two el enents, an outage of two
el ement s.

This plan -- this project is planned for an
in-service date in 2029. 1In addition, the Santa Rita
connection project, coupled wth the planned Santa Rita
Substation, will provide additional capacity to serve
the town of Sahuarita and the surroundi ng communities.

So to sunmarize, the inportant facts in
di scussi ng the purpose and need of this project, as it
exi sts today, the Vail to Kantor line is exenpted from
NERC conpliance studi es because it is a radial line. By
definition, aradial line is not part of the bulk
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el ectrical system

The transmi ssion |ine connecting the Canoa
Ranch and the Kantor substations brings this Vail to
Kantor transm ssion line into the bulk el ectrical
system and, thus, subject to NERC conpliance studies.
Tying the Vail to Kantor transmssion |line into the bulk
el ectrical systemis a good thing for both TEP and UNSE
custoners because it creates a nore reliable systemfor
everyone.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Al right. And this slide
that we're | ooking at on the screen, 17B, that was the
additional slide that was included in TEP-18; correct?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That is correct.

When the new transm ssion |ine between Canoa
Ranch and the Kantor Substation becones online, annual
NERC conpl i ance studies identified the potenti al
overl oad condition, the P6 event as described in our
hypot hetical scenario. The Santa Rita Connection
Project alleviates this potential overload by providing
a fourth pathway to Kantor Substation.

So | would now like to go ahead and get into
our proposed routes and environnental conpatibility.

Before | do that, | would like to bring
everybody's attention to the placenmat that we have
before us to quickly orient you to the placenmats and

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

L-00000C-26-0125-00261 VOL. | 05/26/2026 33

sone of the information on there that we'll be seeing.
It wll be a good resource throughout the presentation,
so | don't want to spend too nmuch tinme on it now as |'|
be explaining much of it later. However, for context, |
woul d like to point out a few key | andmarks on this nmap.

And, again, this map you will be seeing
t hroughout the presentation on all the map slides. So
it's very simlar information, different data | ayers
corresponding to the evaluation criteria that's outlined
by statute.

So fromleft to -- on the left-hand side of the
screen going fromnorth to south is Interstate 19.
About a mle to the east or to the right we have the
Santa Cruz River. And about two mles to the east of
the Santa Cruz R ver, we have our Route 3 in the project
study area.

kay. So over the past eight nonths, TEP has
conducted a conprehensive siting, outreach, and
engagenent process that's resulted in the identification
of two routes that we've included in our application.

The two project endpoints are fromthe existing
TEP- owned Sonoran Substation approxi mately one quarter
mle east of Swan Road, and about five and a half mles
south of Interstate 10.

The second endpoint is the planned Santa Rita
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Substation, which will be |located on a 16-acre parce
| eased to the conpany by the Arizona State Land
Departnent. This substation will be | ocated about
three quarters of a mle south of the Santa Rita Road
and Country Club Road intersection
Route 1, illustrated in the green line on this
map and on all future maps, is roughly 17.4 mles and
has an estimated cost to construct of $16.5 mllion.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Menber Fant, you had a
guesti on?
MEMBER FANT: Yes. Thank you, M. Chair.
Could you just clarify for us the | and
desi gnati ons, the blue-colored |and, the |ight-grayish
colored | and, what the land status is on the nap?
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO O course.
So in light blue we have | ands held by Arizona
State Land Trust, and in gray we have privately held
| ands. On the left-hand side of the project study area,
in tan, we have the San Xavier D strict of the Tohono
O odham Nat i on.
MEMBER FANT: Thank you.
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Absolutely.
So TEP is requesting a 500-foot w de corridor
as part of the CECto allow flexibility and final
engi neering to work with | andowners in mtigating any
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environnmental or other concerns.

For Route 1, approxinmately 60 percent of the
| and that Route 1 covers is on state land. The
remai ning nearly 40 percent is on private |and.

There are three jurisdictions that this -- that
both routes cross through. Route 1 is in the city of
Tucson for approximately 21 percent of the tinme; Pinma
County for 77 percent; and within the Town of Sahuarita
for just 1.4 percent of the line.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Say that one nore tine. So
you said Route 1 is what percentage on State Trust Land?
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO 60.5 percent on State
Trust Land, and the remaining 39.5 percent on privately

hel d | ands.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Al right. Thank you.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Uh- huh.

So Route 3, illustrated in purple on this map
and on all other maps, is 13.3 mles long and has an
approxi mate cost to construct of $18 million. For this
route, TEP is requesting a corridor of varying w dths
bet ween 500 feet and 1,500 feet w de.

The | and ownership for Route 3 is a different
mx. It's about 86.3 percent on state | and and j ust
13.7 percent on private land. There's a nore equitable
distribution of split between jurisdictions for Route 3,
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wth 52.7 percent fromthe city of Tucson, 45.8 percent
in Pima County, and, again, 1.5 percent in the town of
Sahuari t a.

So with just one |ast slide before we get into
nore detail ed discussion of the routes, | want to make
It known, as Ms. Grabel nentioned earlier, that TEP w |
be requesting both routes -- approval of both routes
that we propose in this application.

Qur reasoning for this is because, as
contenplated in our siting process, Route 1 requires
co-locating on the existing Uni Source/ UNSE 138-Kki | ovol t
transm ssion line which is due for funding fromthe
Departnent of Energy. That grant would be to fund
reconstruction fromthe Nogal es Tap Substation down to
t he Kantor Substati on.

Al t hough the grant has been conditionally
awarded, the terns, conditions, and restrictions of the
use of that grant funds are currently under review by
the grant -- by the DCE and by Uni Source. UNSE does not
know if the terns and conditions of the grant would
permt co-location of the project with the UNSE |i ne,
and, thus, cannot assure TEP that those ternms will be
known in tinme for TEP to go through the procurenent and
desi gn phases.

Theref ore, the conpany requests approval of
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both routes so that TEP nmay neet its in-service date for
the project. In the event that the grant woul d not
permt co-location, it would be the conpany's preference
to construct Route 1 unless it becones known that the
co-location of the facilities would put at risk the DOE
fundi ng benefiting UNSE custoners.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: Hang on. |'mconfused. It
| ooks like both lines are co-located for |ong stretches.
Wiy is that?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That's correct.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: What's the difference
bet ween the grant for Line 1 as opposed to Line 3?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So the grant is only
fundi ng Phase 2 of the Santa Cruz Reliability Project,
which is to rebuild the Uni Source-owned or the
UNSE- owned Vail to Kantor |ine fromthe Nogal es Tap
switchyard to the Kantor switchyard. So that rebuild
there is the only place that is utilizing grant funding.

M5. GRABEL: So | can maybe clarify,

M. Chairman, because | was al so confused.

The grant is not for this project. The grant
is for the other project, the one that's the Nogal es Tap
to Kantor. Did | get that right? And so the question
IS -- so no matter what, we would use the grant to build
t hat ot her project.
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In this case, we either co-locate on that
project or we do Route 3, and we don't know if the grant
terms will allow the co-location on the line that's
al ready been authorized for approval and woul d be funded
by the grant.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: kay. Al right. So it's
because of the specific other line it's being co-located
with is the issue for Route 1, then.

M5. GRABEL: That's right.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: And then 3 you're
co-locating with -- let's see -- your own existing 138kV
l'i ne.

M5. GRABEL: Correct. And that's -- it doesn't
matter. That's not applicable to that.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: (Ckay. That has nothing to
do with grant noney, then.

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. G eat.

Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

One m nor question. |s Sahuarita an
i ncorporated town or just an unincorporated area called
Sahuarita?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Sahuarita is an
I ncor porated town.
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MEMBER FANT: Thank you.

Q (BY M5. GRABEL) Pl ease conti nue.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Ckay. So in this slide
we' Il begin discussing our existing |and uses found
within the project study area.

However, before we do that, | would like to
orient us a little bit further. |In general, we've
buf fered the proposed routes by one mle, described as
the project area. This is illustrated by the pronounced
dar k shadow that you see on Slide 22, with the areas
outside of this project area illustrated with nore
subdued colors. The project area is the area of
anal ysis for resources and inpacts that 1'll be
di scussi ng.

So | ooking at the land uses that are found
t hroughout the project study area, a significant portion
which is described in that |ight brown col or throughout
the center portion of the project area, is vacant,
undi st urbed | and.

Criss-crossing the project area in the yell ow
dashed lines fromnorth, south, east, and west are
existing transmssion facilities. These facilities
range in voltages from 138 kilovolts to 345 kil ovolts.
There's also a | arge solar generation site to the north
central section of the project area shown in bl ue.
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There are several pockets of existing
residential |and uses on the northern edge and sout hern
hal f of the project area. These residential areas range
in density fromlow density rural to mediumdensity
rural. The southern tip of the project area in |ight
green is our Santa Rita Experinental Range. This is
| and held in state trust and is co-managed -- and is
managed by the University of Arizona.

In addition, there are two bl ack and green
squares that represent FCC-licensed comruni cation sites.
These communi cation site owners received project notice
and no anticipated inpacts -- there are no anti ci pated
I npacts.

| also want to draw your attention to the bl ue
pentagon illustrating the Wal den Grove H gh School,
which as | now see in our |legend is spelled correctly
when di scussing the high school, but I do have a typo
when di scussing the athletic facilities. Wlden is
definitely spelled with an "e"

Now t hat we have established these existing
contexts for our project study area, | would like to now
get into the details of the routes, starting with
Route 1.

Route 1 begins at the Sonoran Substation and
exits the substation to the south, proceedi ng west
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t owar ds Swan Road.

At Swan Road, it heads south and crosses
beneat h the TEP/ WAPA 230-ki |l ovolt, 115-kilovolt
doubl e-circuit line.

After crossing this TEP/WAPA |ine, the route
turns east-southeast and continues parallel and south of
the TEP/WAPA |ine for approximately two mles until
W not Road.

On Slide 24, we have Key Observation Point
No. 2 taken froma residential area just south of the
Sonoran Substation. Wthin this residential area, we
received -- there's about 18 honmes wthin a 500-foot --
within 500 feet of this proposed line. 1In this
community, we did get sone participation fromour public
outreach opportunities and our open houses, with no
significant opposition fromthis community.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: |Is that 500 feet fromthe
centerline or 500 feet fromthe corridor?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO 500 feet fromthe
centerline.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So on the top imge of
Slide 24 on the right, we have a sinul ated baseline
condition. And this is alittle bit different than what
we nornally do because we are show ng the TEP/ WAPA
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230/ 115-kilovolt line. This line doesn't actually exi st
there today. |If we were to go on our tour tonorrow,
what we woul d see there today are 65-foot, wooden

H frame structures holding a single 115-kilovolt

transm ssion |ine.

Next year, in 2027, this line wll be
reconstructed to the 230-115 double circuit. These
structures are approxinmately 145-feet tall, gal vani zed
structures.

So we thought it was inportant to nake sure
that we were sinmulating the condition of our line in
relation to what will exist at the tinme that it's
construct ed.

So in the simulated condition on the bottom
screen, on the bottominage, you can again see the
| ar ger, gal vani zed structures crossing fromleft to
right. And roughly m d-span between these structures
you can see the smaller, approxinately 83-feet tall,
sel f-weat hering col ored structures for this project for
Route 1.

So getting into KOP No. 4, this is taken from
W not Road | ooking north. You can see in the distance
in the background the Santa Catal i na Muntains. Again,
we have a sinul ated baseline condition show ng the
TEP/ WAPA | i ne crossing the | andscape fromleft to right.
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In the sinmulated condition, you can again see
the structures fromRoute 1 roughly at the m d-span
| ocation on the horizon.

Onthe -- let's see if | can do this. | knew
was going to do that. Sorry.

So right about here, at this structure there,
the Route 1 begins its co-location on the UNSE Vail to
Kantor transm ssion |ine.

At that structure it crosses the road onto
t hese structures here. You can see on these structures
this is comng towards the viewer. There are two
circuits on that I|ine.

Conti nuing south along Wl not Road, Route 1
crosses underneath an extra high voltage transm ssion
corridor described and illustrated in the yell ow
dash-dot |i nes.

In this corridor is a TEP-owned 345-Kkil ovolt
transm ssion |line, an AEPCO owned 345 kil ovolt
transmssion line, and a third AEPCO owned 230-kil ovolt
line. Dd I say that right? A 345 and a 230.

As | will point out again and agai n over the
course of ny presentation, the line Route 1 proposes as
a double circuit exists there today and across largely
undevel oped | and.

Cetting into Key Qobservation Point No. 7 is
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| ocated on Sahuarita Road approximately a half mle to
the east of the intersection wwth Wl not Road. You can
see in the existing condition there is an existing |ine,
a 138-kilovolt line, crossing perpendicularly to
Sahuarita Road. In the distance you can see we have the
Sierrita Muntains.
The bottominage on Slide 28 illustrates the
sinmul ated condition. Again, Route 1 is just adding a
second circuit to this line, so it will be rebuilt to a
doubl e-circuit capable structure. As you can see, it's
alittle bit nore robust in that simulation.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: W1 I there be a hei ght
difference between the single-circuit and the
doubl e-circuit structures?
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Not a noteworthy -- not a
significant increase, no.
CHAl RMAN STAFFCORD: Thank you
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO They're roughly
83-and-a-half feet tall.
CHAI RMAN STAFFORD:  Thank you
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO After passing Sahuarita
Road, the route continues south along WInot for another
three mles before reaching the end of the road in the
northern boundary of the Santa Rita Experinental Range.
And | want to take a nonment here to discuss
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this existing residential area. The hones in this area
are considered |l ow density rural, which nmeans, roughly,
there's one hone for every four acres of land in this
area. There are 83 hones, 83 properties, within

500 feet of this transmssion line as it exists today.
On that line, there's 33 existing easenents to Uni Source
for that |ine.

W have received two comments fromresidents in
this area that we know of. Both conments were opposed
to another |line across their property. Responding to
those comments, | explained that we were proposing a
second circuit on an existing line, that no additional
lines would be -- that we weren't proposing an
additional line but a second circuit. After that
clarification, we didn't receive any further coments
fromthe public in this area.

| want to take a mnute to note, actually, that
while we were on our break outside, we had a nenber of
the public here wth us, and she took a nonent to ask a
guestion. It was pertinent to Route 3, but, again, it
was asking about if there was going to be an additi onal
| ine behind her home. Wien | clarified that it was a
co-located line, that we weren't proposing a second
line, she said, "Ckay. Thank you,"” and then she left.

So that's kind of been the thene of the
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opposition towards this project. Wen they -- when |
had the opportunity to clarify that it's a second
circuit and not an additional line, there's not been
much addi tional feedback.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: Wl l, | guess additiona
structure is nore --

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Additional structures,
yes. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

As long as we're discussing the comments from
that area or people that live in that area, | notice
that there was sonebody who said they were representing
t he homeowners associ ati on or sone associ ation for that
area, and they were definitely in favor of 3 or 3A and a
hard "no" to Route 1

Do you recall whether their conments were prior
to know ng that there would be no additional structures?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO If |I'mnot m staken,
bel i eve the comments you're referring tois with -- it
was fromthe Sahuarita H ghl ands nei ghborhood in the
sout heast corner of the project study area, so just to
the northeast of the Santa Rita Substation.

W received six comments from nenbers of this
nei ghborhood. And | do recall that there was -- the
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majority of people were in favor Route 3. If | recal
correctly, the opposition was to Route 2. There was
staunch opposition to Route 2, which woul d have passed
on the Al vernon Way alignnent, which is on the eastern
secti on boundary of their nei ghborhood.

There was sone preference towards -- of those
six conments, there was preference given to Route 3.
And if Route 3 wasn't, they would prefer Route 1 when
conpared to the other two that were being proposed.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, we can discuss these in
nore detail when we get to the discussion of outreach.
Thank you.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Sure.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Constock

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Sir, can you tell ne the
vertical separation between the new construction and the
i n-pl ace 345kV line, what that will be at the end of
bui | d?

A BY MR BRYNER. Can | ask you to clarify?
VWhi ch 345kV Iine are you tal king about?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: The one that goes -- is it
east to west up towards Sonora where it's crossing
under? | believe you said it was crossing under; is
that correct?
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A BY MR BRYNER Correct. W would cross under.

So you're wanting to know the separati on?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: What is going to be the final
separation between the two |ines?

A BY MR BRYNER We'|l have to get back to you
on that, Menber Constock. W'I|l have to check with
engi neeri ng on what the clearance wll be.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you.

Q (BY M5. GRABEL) Please continue, M. Otizy
Pi no.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So, again, when we had a
chance to clarify that there was a co-located circuit
and not an additional transm ssion |ine and structures,
we nore or |ess stopped receiving feedback at that
poi nt .

South of this residential area, the route
continues for another 1.6 mles, reaching Santa Rita
Road. This is across the Santa Rita Experinental Range.

And this -- at Santa Rita Road, Route 1 would
then co-locate onto the approved transm ssion |ine from
Case 164. |It's also represented in the dash-dot red
line in the map.

So now | ooking at Slide 30, we can see a key
observati on point taken fromthe sout heasternnost corner
of the Sahuarita H ghland subdivision. Fromthis point,
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in the current condition, we're |looking at a view of the
Santa Rita Mountains. W can see Santa Rita Road on the
| eft-hand side of the i mage going off towards the
nount ai ns and the desert open space of the Santa Rita
Experi nmental Range.

The sinulated condition here, we can see again
that there is a transmssion |line coming fromthe |eft
side of Santa Rita Road. At that point it starts
headi ng west towards the planned Santa Rita Substation.

At that turning structure on the road is taken
-- there's approximately a 1, 000-feet distance between
that structure and the nearest hone in the subdivision.

As the line heads west or to the right across
the image, the mddle structure is the closest structure
to the hones in that area at 600 feet.

As | nentioned in the last slide, the |ine
bei ng sinul ated here was approved -- this |line being
co-located in the sinulated was part of Case 164.

Simlar to our first two KOPs, we could have
had a sinul ated baseline condition here as our current
condition. That is because this line is the sanme -- in
the sane | ocation as the al ready approved Case 164. So
we were proposing to co-locate on that existing |ine,
the difference being would be the addition of three nore
conductors in the sinulated condition.
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Q So just to clarify that, M. Otiz y Pino, the
current condition would | ook al nost exactly |ike the
simul ated condition because, no natter what, you're
going to see the poles. |It's just the additional three
conductors; correct?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That's correct.

Q Thank you. Pl ease conti nue.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So fromthis point,
Route 1 continues approxi mately another one and a
quarter mles west towards the southern boundary of --
towards the Santa Rita Substation.

At the Santa Rita Substation, the structures
W ll require coordination with the Arizona El ectric
Power Cooperative, or AEPCO in order to raise an
exi sting 230-kilovolt transm ssion line that crosses in
this area as well.

So this would allow the safety cl earances that
Menmber Constock was asking about earlier as the 138 |ine
crosses bel ow and drops into our substation.

W have been in conmmuni cation with AEPCO
regardi ng the coordination to raise these structures,
and those conversations are ongoi ng and goi ng wel .

So now that |'ve described the existing |and
uses surrounding the -- so having described the existing
| and uses surrounding Route 1, | would now like to
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di scuss the general plan uses and the future | and uses
W th respect to Route 1.

Wthin the City of Tucson's general plan, we
have two future | and uses described in their planned
Tucson, their general plan. W have an industrial area
to the north surroundi ng the Sonoran Substation, and
then a gray area kind of surrounding that other blue
area, which is called south lands. The south lands is a
| arge plot of vacant land that is owed by Arizona State
Land, and it's discussed in the general plan as an area
that has the potential to accommbdate future housing and
enpl oynent growth for a region but |acks infrastructure
and is largely disconnected fromthe city. So they're
anticipating growth here nuch further down in the
pl anni ng hori zon.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Wiich area is that? Can
you show it on the map again?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So this gray area that
Clark is pointing to here.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO [|'ll also point out that
the city of Tucson and Pima County boundaries get very
confusing in this area. There's kind of some peninsul ar
jurisdictional boundaries here.

So Pima County in this area, that bl ue,
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U-shaped piece is actually in Pima County, as well as
the low density residential, that is in Pinma County.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Wait. That's -- the blue
i ndustrial area around Sonora, that's the county, not
the city?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So | apol ogi ze for
confusing you there. The colors are a little bit too
cl ose.

The bl ue area around the Sonoran Substation is
city of Tucson.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  To the north?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO To the north.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD:  And then to the south
it's --

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO And to the south -- so at
the yellow lines, right there where he is, fromthere
south is Pima County.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: kay. You're right. The
| i nes do get confusing.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yeah. And it's just a
maze in this area.

So in Pima County, there is, essentially, the
same future planned used as the existing | and uses.
There are a spatter of different residential
designations, including lowintensity rural, nmedium
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intensity rural, and low intensity urban.

However, the predom nant | and use designation
within Pima County is another grayed out area, which
they call the Arizona State Land Future G owth Area.
This is land all held in state trust and is set aside
for a future annexation area of the town of Sahuarita.
So there is no planning area here. There's a set aside.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: So you're looking -- it's
| ooki ng to be annexed by Sahuarita? So they're in talks
wi th ASLD about acquiring the property?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO It is, like, a long-term
pl anning notion. It is the future annexation areas of
the Town of Sahuarita. They have been in conversations
with ASLD. ASLD is aware of this as a conceptual |and
use in the future.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: So State Land knows that
the Town of Sahuarita has designs on this portion of its
property.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That's correct.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: | guess it's unclear now
what they would end up doing with that. It could be
industrial. It could be residential.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO There is a very high
| evel conceptual |and use plan that is not enforced by
any -- or not really stated in any of the general plans

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

L-00000C-26-0125-00261 VOL. | 05/26/2026

and conprehensive plans. It is a very long-term
far-horizon planning concept.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: So it's a concept of a
pl an.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Correct. So that's
actually why we didn't get too far into it here is
because what the plans say today is future gromh area.
And in the general plan for the Town of Sahuarita, they
identify it as a future annexation area.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: But it doesn't say what
they're going to do with it, though.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Again, there's concepts,

and we can guess at what it is. They have sone

residential. They have sone commercial. They have sone

business. It's kind of a m xed area.
CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. All right. Thank

you.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So another inportant |and

use designation fromPima County in this area is the

resource sensitive, which is the Santa R ta Experinenta

Range. Also of note again is the Town of Sahuarita | and

use, which they set aside as specific plan.

The project Route 1 conplies with each
jurisdiction's conprehensive and general plan's
pol i ci es.
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So across all three jurisdictions, Route 1 is
within the Rural Honestead zone. |t crosses adjacent to
an Industrial Il in the Gty of Tucson but is wholly
within Rural Homestead. This zoning designation is used
as a base zoning district for large tracts of
undevel oped |l and, nostly to limt the demand on
muni ci pal services in rural areas. The key takeaway
here is that the project does not conflict with any
appl i cabl e zoni ng ordi nances.

So | ooking at the Sonoran Desert Conservation
Plan, which is an integrated piece of Pima County's Pima
Prospers Conprehensive Plan, we have the conservation
| and systens which is encouragi ng the conservation of
bi ol ogi cal resources.

Route 1 intersects all three of these
desi gnati ons. However, because the project does not
requi re any discretionary | and use changes, the policies
of the plan do not apply to this project. However,
because Route 1 would be co-located on an existing or
approved lines, the project aligns with the goals of the
plan to conserve environnmental resources.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: And we're | ooking at the
map on Slide 33; correct?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That's correct.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Now, those purpl e areas,
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those are -- |I'massum ng those are washes?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO  Yes.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: Do they flowinto the --
what's that river called?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Santa Cruz River.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: Santa Cruz. Do they flow
into that or out of that? Wich way are they going
typical ly?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes. So, generally, all
wat er conveyance in this area flows fromthe sout heast
to the northwest and into tributaries to the Santa Cruz
Ri ver.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Thank you.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So now | ooki ng at
bi ol ogi cal resources, there are two biotic conmunities
found in the project area. W have the Arizona upl and
subdi vi si on of the Sonoran Desert scrub and the
sem desert grasslands. These biotic conmunities are
host to a variety of wildlife that reflect the diversity
of the region found throughout the area.

Now, while there's no designated critical
habitat in the vicinity of Route 1, there are three
speci al -status species with the potential to occur.
They include the Cactus ferrugi nous pigny-ow . |
apol ogi ze. | cannot pronounce that word and it wll be
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pronounced differently every tine | say it. So |
apol ogi ze there. But this owl species is |listed as
t hreat ened under the Federal Endangered Species Act.

W have the potential for the Monarch butterfly
to occur, which is proposed threatened. And we al so
have the potential for the Pinma pineapple cactus to
occur, which is a |isted endangered speci es.

Because there's suitable habitat for each of
t hese species to occur, TEP, in accordance with the
reconmendations fromthe Arizona Gane and Fi sh
Departnment, woul d conduct preconstruction surveys to
determ ne the species' presence within the construction
right-of-way area to i nform appropriate conservation
measures. Now, these recommendations will be
i ncorporated into Exhibit B of the CEC, which we'll be
di scussi ng shortly.

Q (BY MB. GRABEL) So, M. Otiz y Pino, did TEP
send a project evaluation request to the Arizona Gane
and Fi sh Departnent?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO W did.

Q And is a copy of that docunent marked as
Exhi bit TEP-13?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO | believe so, yes. Yes.

Q D d TEP receive a response fromthe Arizona
Gane and Fi sh Departnent?
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A Ve did.

Q And is a copy of that docunent marked as
Exhi bit TEP- 147

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO It is.

Q And will you pl ease sunmari ze the response from
t he Gane and Fi sh Departnent.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So they concurred with
our biological report and the species that were -- had
the potential to occur in the area. And they al so
reconmended several environnental protection nmeasures to
add to our list of proposed environnental protection
nmeasur es.

Q And | know that you' ve already nentioned that
Exhibit B to the proposed CECis a list of all of the
environmental protection neasures found in the CEC
application; correct?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That is correct.

Q And that |ist includes the neasures proposed by
the Arizona Gane and Fi sh Departnent?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q And we might as well, as long as we're on this,
turn to Exhibit TEP-12, which is the proposed
certificate of environnmental conpatibility, and turn to
Exhibit B, which follows Exhibit A which is the map of
t he proposed project.
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So Exhibit Bis the proposed environnmenta
protection neasures. WII| you briefly discuss Exhibit B
with the conmmttee and tal k about how the exhibit was
deri ved.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Absolutely.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: One second.

Menber Fontes, did you have a question?

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

| was just wondering if Fish and Wldlife cane
back with any observation during the -- | will attenpt
here, M. Otiz y Pino -- the ferrugi nous pigny-ow .
Their breeding season is fromJune 15th to August 15t h.
That is not a good tinme to construct in Arizona.

And I'mjust looking for you to see if there
was any feedback fromthemand if your construction
schedul e falls outside of that tine period for
assurances as a practical mtigation nmeasure.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you. | guess that's
probably a nice segue to Exhibit B, which | think is
going to address that, is it not?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes. So, Menber Fontes,
we do have a list of -- so first to answer your
guesti on.
In our biological resources report that was
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publ i shed as part of this application, there were no
docunent ed occurrences of the Cactus ferrugi nous
pi gny-ow , and so we don't have any docunented
occurrences. That doesn't nean that they don't exist or
that there's not suitable habitat. They' ve just not
been docunent ed.

So, again, with that point, we do have
envi ronnmental protection neasures to do preconstruction
surveys to determ ne the presence of these species
within the right-of-way.

Now, speaking to Exhibit B, we have a |ist of
t he conpany's standard envi ronnental protection nmeasures
that we do for al nost any project, basically all
projects. These are best managenent practices. They
range from APLI C guidelines, to conpliance with the
Cl ean Water Act and obtaining a stormwater pollution
prevention plan.

They al so go into the specific environnental
protection neasures for the Cactus ferrugi nous
pi gnmy-owl , the Western burrowng owl, mgratory birds
general ly, the Sonoran desert tortoise, the Mnarch
butterfly, and the Pinma pineapple cactus.

Q (BY M5. GRABEL) And specific to Menber Fontes'

guestion, M. Otiz y Pino, when you're | ooking at the
Cactus ferrugi nous pigny-ow, the second bullet actually
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does suggest that if the -- and | love this. There's an
acronymfor it -- CFPOis present, avoid construction in
sui tabl e or occupi ed habitat during their breeding
season; correct?
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That is correct.
Q And the conpany has conmtted to abi de by that
reconmendat i on?
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.
Q Thank you. Please continue. Unless there are
any ot her questi ons.
MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Yes, Menber Little.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Tell nme again where to find
Exhibit B. 1Is it at the end of the proposed CEC?
It's hard when | have thousands of pages here
in that exhibit to go back and forth. So I'mstill a
littl e behind you here.
CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Yes. They're Exhibit 12.
That's the proposed CEC. It has the Exhibit A and the
Exhibit B attached to it.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Al right. |'mjust
there now. Thank you.
M5. GRABEL: Do we want to wait for Menber
Little to look at it in case she has any ot her questions
or to just continue?
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CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Are you ready, Menber
Little?
MEMBER LI TTLE: You can go ahead. Thank you.

Q (BY M5. GRABEL) Please continue, M. Otizy
Pi no.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Al right. So in our
next slide, Slide 35, we are |ooking at biol ogical
wealth. This is the higher |andscape perspective of the
ecosyst ens.

Route 1 is |ocated within the
San Xavier-Sierrita-Santa Rita wildlife corridor. And
this is connecting two habitat bl ocks fromthe Santa
Rita Mountains in the lower right of the slide -- of the
map, and the San Xavier District of the Tohono O odham
Nation in the top left portion of the map.

It's also inportant to note that the Santa Rita
Mountains are an inportant bird area.

And as Route 1 would be co-located with
exi sting and approved lines, it would not inpact the
nmovenent of any wldlife or inportant bird areas. It
woul dn't i npact these areas.

So we just nentioned Exhibit B here.

Q Yes. So let's talk really quickly about SHPQO
whi ch you just nentioned.

Did TEP send a letter to the State Hi storic
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Preservation O fice, or to SHPO?
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO W did.
And is a copy of that letter marked as TEP-15?
BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO It is.
Has TEP recei ved a response from SHPO?
BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO W did.
Is that response marked as Exhibit TEP-167?
BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

o >» O >» O >» O

And is SHPO s recommendation found in the red
font on TEP-16, specifically, the third and fourth
sent ences?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO It is.

Q What does SHPO r ecommend?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So as I'll nmention in a
few nore slides, SHPO concurs with TEP's intent to
conplete a O ass 3 pedestrian survey of cul tural
resources on areas that have not been previously
surveyed or surveyed to current standards. W also
support TEP's intent to avoid placenent of structures
and any ground di sturbance wthin historic properties.

Q | just realized | asked you that question three
slides too early. So ny apologies. | won't ask them
again in three slides.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO W'IIl get there.

Ckay. So as you nentioned, Chairman Stafford,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

L-00000C-26-0125-00261 VOL. | 05/26/2026 64

there's a lot of riparian areas within this project
study area. These are also regulated riparian areas
within Pima County and the city of Tucson.

What is inportant to note is that they are all
epheneral washes, neaning that they only flow as a
result of significant stormevents. |Inpact to these
areas are mnimzed by co-locating Route 1 on the
existing Vail to Kantor transm ssion |ine which spans
t hese washes al ready.

Where new portions or new build portions of
Route 1 will be required, they are in proximty to
regul ated riparian areas. So the area fromthe Sonoran
Substation to Wl not, that diagonal section of new build
wll be in proximty to a regulated riparian area and
will be required to conply with erosion hazard set backs
as well as other floodplain use requirenents.

Movi ng on into scenic and recreation resources.
As you can see in Slide 38, there are two Pima County
desi gnated scenic routes in the project area.

Sahuarita Road is a designated scenic najor
road and Santa Rita Road is a designated scenic nonnajor
road. There are no scenic road policies that would
apply to this project.

So now getting to cultural resources. There
have been many cultural resources studies in this area

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

L-00000C-26-0125-00261 VOL. | 05/26/2026 65

whi ch have contri buted to our understanding of the
culturally very significant areas in proximty to the
Santa Cruz River.

The areas where previous studi es have been
conpl eted are described and illustrated in blue and
bei ge colors, where beige represents the areas where
cultural resource studies are older than 10 years, and
bl ue for nore recent studies in the past 10 years.

So TEP has been coordinating, |like Ms. G abel
nmenti oned, with the State Historic Preservation Ofice
t hr oughout our siting and outreach efforts, and we've
requested the SHPO to review our ass 1 that was
conducted for the entire project study area -- again, a
Class 1 is a cultural resources inventory of the studies
t hat have been conpleted -- and also to make coments on
each of the proposed routes, and they provi ded those
comments in a letter to us.

So wth that, we can get into --

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Qui ck question. Looking at
the SHPO | etter, Exhibit 16, they recomended a Cass 3
survey of all areas that are previously unsurveyed to
adequat e standards. Do they -- it's unclear to ne
whet her they're tal king about the final right-of-way or
the corridor itself.

And does it nake a difference if you're on the
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State Trust Land? Because typically you guys only do

the survey for the final right-of-way, but | have seen

State Trust Land require surveys of the entire corridor.
What is your expectation for this project?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So in our letter, we
clarified that it would be the right-of-way, the final
right-of-way corridor. | just nmade that even nore
conf usi ng.

So the 100-foot right-of-way where the line
woul d be constructed woul d be surveyed with a Cass 3
pedestrian survey.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And that's going to be
regardl ess of where it's | ocated?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So in areas that have not
been previously surveyed within the last 10 years that
do not have an adequate survey, we woul d resurvey those
areas.

And wth respect to Arizona State Land
Departnent and their |eases, they do require a full
Cl ass 3 pedestrian survey of new construction on their
| and.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: |I'mstill not clear whether
it's the corridor or just the final right-of-way.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO It would be the final
ri ght-of-way. Sorry.
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CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: So it's -- | guess you need
to decide where you're going to put it and then you do
t he survey, as opposed to surveying the whol e area and
t hen deci ding where to put it.
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yeah. So within that
final 100-foot right-of-way, and we know where all the
resources nmay be, engineers can mcrosite and can avoi d.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: kay. And | ooking at

your -- at Slide 39, it looks like there's a big chunk
of it for Route 1 that was surveyed. | can't tel
because -- | can see it's next to it.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yeah.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: But it's next to where the
exi sting and planned lines are. And I'm assum ng that
in connection with the planned line, you had sone
surveys done that were nore recent.

Is that what we're | ooking at here on this
slide?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So | believe what we're

seeing in the blue areas in this slide to the right of

Route 1, | believe what we're seeing there is going to
be the WInot Energy Center Il. So a lot of the data
that we have did not see that. |It's a brand new

facility, recently constructed. So those studies were
done likely for that project. So there's a new
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transm ssion line in that corridor for that generation
Site.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFCORD: But you'll have to survey
next to it where you're going to put your line, though.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Correct. Yeah.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Now, if they had done the
whol e corridor, you would al ready be done where you're
going to put your line, then, wouldn't it?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO You know, we should talk
to themnext tine we see them

A BY MR BRYNER  They woul d probably send us a
bill.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Al l right. Thanks. Pl ease
proceed.

A BY MR BRYNER  Chairman Stafford, would now be
an okay tine for me to answer Menber Constock's question
about the clearance?

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: Pl ease do.

A BY MR BRYNER (kay. So on the 345 crossing
there along WI not Road, the cl earance between the 138kV
line and the 345kV line is 12.3 feet.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: Al right. | believe up
next we had the virtual tour com ng.

M5. GRABEL: That's correct.
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CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Well, normally by this tinme
we woul d have been going about 90 m nutes, but we did
have sort of an unschedul ed break there early on, but |
think it's appropriate to take a break now, give our

court reporter a rest before we start with the virtual

t our.

Wth that, we'll take a 10-m nute recess.

(A recess was taken from2:28 p.m to

2:43 p.m)

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
recor d.

| believe you were about to take a virtual tour
of Route 1.

M5. GRABEL: Yes. And before | do that, |

would like to admt TEP Exhibit 6.

Q (BY M5. GRABEL) So, M. Otiz y Pino, can you
pl ease turn to TEP-6.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Ckay.

Q TEP-6 is the virtual tour of this project;
correct?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO It is.

Q WAs the tour prepared by you or under your
direction and control ?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes, it was.

Q How was the tour prepared?
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A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO The tour was prepared
usi ng t hree-di nensi onal nodels from PLS- CADD and
overlaid in Googl eEarth.
Q And does the tour present a realistic view of
t he | andscape?
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO To the best of our power.
Q Thank you. Go ahead and pl ease begin the tour.
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Starting off with a broad
context in southeast Arizona, the project area.

So Route 1 exits the Sonoran Substation to the
south and proceeds west towards Swan Road.

At Swan Road, Route 1 crosses below the
TEP/WAPA line. It then doubles back to the southeast
towards WI not Road.

Agai n, these are KOPs that we | ooked at
previously fromthe | ow density residential nei ghborhood
to the south.

You can see in the green |ines we have our
500-f oot corridor.

And to the north of this Iine we have the
Arizona State Penitentiary.

Now, for a portion of this line in this area,
we worked with the Tucson Airport Authority and have
cone to a general agreenment on the location of the |ine
on their property south of the TEP/ WAPA | i ne.
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We are approaching WInot Road. Route 1 joins
onto the UNSE Vail to Kantor |ine and continues here
going south on this line for the next approxi mately
11 m | es.

Agai n, we can see our sinulated baseline
condition. Existing single circuit com ng towards us
now has double circuit.

Q So, M. Otizy Pino, if we're co-locating on a
line that already exists, why do we need a 500-f oot
corridor in this area?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So the 500-foot corridor
that we're requesting as part of this project is the
sane 500-foot corridor that was requested as part of
Case 176 to rebuild the existing UNSE-owned |i ne.

It's to provide the conpany with the
flexibility to locate on either side of WInot Road in
order to work with [ andowners in the area.

Q Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman.

CHAI RVAN STAFFCORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Does the UNSE |ine exist right
now or is it going to be built?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Menber Little, Chairman
Stafford, yes, the UNSE |ine exists today.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: But it's going to get
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rebuilt, though; right?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO It's going to be rebuilt
to a double-circuit standard, correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So the poles will remain the
same or they will be replaced?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO The poles will be
replaced with slightly nore robust structures to support
a second circuit.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

Q (BY M5. GRABEL) 1Is this the Vail to Kantor
radial line we were tal king about earlier?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes, it is.

Q Thank you.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So coming up, we're
approaching the residential area on the left side of
W not Road, and here we see the |ow density rural
character of this neighborhood. Again, it's roughly one
home for every 4 acres.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Can you pause it a second.
So if we're looking at the placemat, this is in
the area that has the B.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes. This is Section B

on the placemat.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Thank you.
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So comng up to cross
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Sahuarita Road and KOP-7. Again, |ooking at the
existing line, a slightly nore robust |ine capabl e of
supporting two circuits.

So, again, as | nmentioned earlier in this
testinony, this residential area there are 83 hones
within 500 feet of the existing transm ssion |ine.

33 of these properties have current easenents to UNSE
for the existing |line.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD:  Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: WI I TEP need to pay UNSE
sonething for the use of their -- | don't know. | guess
they're going to rebuild it anyway, so --

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Sure.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |'m just wonderi ng whet her
noney wi ||l change hands.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Wuld you m nd pausing
the thing? Thank you.

So again, this is part of the question with
respect to the DCE grant funds, and there's still sone
uncertainty as to how that will proceed.

In order to build this line, TEP would need to
obtain their own easenents in TEP's nanme. Currently,

t he easenents over these properties are in UNSE s nane,
and we would need to require -- we would be required to
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have TEP easenents for the sane right-of-way.
Wth respect to the changing of -- of
noney changi ng hands between TEP and UNSE, TEP woul d
likely take a 50 percent stake in this line from Nogal es
Tap to the Santa Rita Road, so we would own 50 percent
of that line if this line were built.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you
CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD:  Yes, Menber Const ock.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: Sir, through this area, are
any of those homes in this area served with natural gas?
A BY MR BRYNER  Menber Constock, TEP or UNS Gas
does not provide service to this area for gas, so we
woul dn't be in a position to answer that question.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: Did anybody check?
A BY MR BRYNER  No.
M5. GRABEL: Are you wondering if there are gas
| ines around this area?
MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Yes, nmm' am
A BY MR BRYNER. There are no high pressure
transm ssion lines in this area. Wether there's
distribution lines, that's sonething we didn't | ook
into. It's not something we normally | ook into.
Q (BY M5. GRABEL) M. Bryner, does the typica
condition that tal ks about the studies that TEP will do
with regard to gas lines apply to distribution |ines?
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A BY MR BRYNER No, it does not. |It's strictly
for transmssion lines. For distribution lines related
to gas, those are -- those are in typically with plastic
PVC pi pe versus steel pipe that has the potential to
corrode or carry a current.

M5. GRABEL: Thank you.

MEMBER DICICC QO M. Chair.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD:  Yes, Menber D G cci o.

MEMBER DICICCI O And the reason M. Constock
asked that question -- and we've been asking that of
every applicant and every applicant has been pretty
accommodating of it -- we're trying to provide a map for
future growth of what's going to happen in the state of
Arizona, and we would like to get an idea of the
infrastructure that's already out there.

So in that area where you're at, if there
aren't any gas lines -- |I'mjust explaining why the
guestion is going to conme up at every neeting. And
we' ve asked others just to go ahead and map it out, as
well, to contact the gas conpanies that are there.

But it gives us the idea -- well, not the idea.
It gives us the information that we need going forward
i f people are going to be able to tap into other |ines
that are there and to see if there's any other type of
infrastructure that's going to be needed for future
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gromh. So that's why the question was asked.

A BY MR BRYNER  Under st ood.

MEMBER DICICCI O Al right. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: While we're on the subject
of that nei ghborhood, you say that TEP -- neither TEP
nor Uni Sour ce serve that nei ghborhood?

A BY MR BRYNER  For gas service, correct.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: How about el ectric?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So, actually, this is the
boundary of our TEP service territory. So west -- east
of WIlnot Road is Trico service territory.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD:  Trico?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Correct.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: So TEP does serve that area
that's outside the city and Pima County that's right
there that we're passing by with this route.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yeah. W're literally
| ooki ng at the boundary of our service territory. n
the right-hand side of this dirt road is TEP. On the
| eft side where these honmes are is Trico.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: (Okay. | had it backwards,
because |'m | ooking at the map. And we're | ooking south
in this picture; right?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That is correct.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Now it nakes nore
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sense. Thanks.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So we're now approachi ng
the end of the WInot Road, the end of this dirt road,
and it also marks the beginning -- the northern boundary
of the Santa Rita Experinmental Range.

Route 1 proceeds for another 1.6 mles across
the Santa Rita Experinental Range, again, on an existing
line and an existing right-of-way, and it will continue
there until Santa Rita Road.

So in the distance here you can see the
transm ssion |ine approved under Case 164 intersecting
Route 1 fromright to left.

At Santa Rita Road, which is -- we'll see it
right here -- at Santa Rita Road, Route 1 co-locates on
this line and heads to the northwest and on the north
side of the road right-of-way.

The 500-foot CEC corridor that we' ve requested
along this stretch of the road is the sanme 500-f oot
corridor that was approved under Case 164 for that
transm ssion |ine.

So as we approach the Sahuarita Hi ghl ands
subdi vi sion, which is this grouping of hones to the top
right of the map, Route 1 turns to the west or to the
|l eft towards the planned Santa Rita Substation.

Again, in this current condition, we could have
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sinmul ated the approved 164. The line we see here
turning to the left, that turning structure is
1,000 feet fromthe nearest hone on the corner of that
subdi vi si on.
CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: So you're saying the 138kV,
164, is approved but not constructed; correct?
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That is correct.
CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: And then the 176, it
exists -- that one is already built or is -- it says a
rebuil d under the Case 176. So there's sonething el se
there that's going to be replaced by the 138kV under
1767
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So the UNSE-owned Vail to
Kantor line exists there today as a single-circuit 138kV
line. Case 176 approves the rebuild of that Iine.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: A rebuild to what?
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO It will be to a
doubl e-circuit standard.
It was a |arger structure; right?
A BY MR BRYNER Yeah. So it's to rebuild it to
a double-circuit standard, but that's not the purpose
for the rebuild. The rebuild is because it's -- the
conductor is underrated.
If you go back to our Case 252 last fall,
you'l |l renenber the second phase of the Santa Cruz
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Reliability Project was actually Case 176. That's,
essentially, a straw on our system and we need to
repl ace that conductor so that we can get our ful
capacity in Santa Cruz County, but those existing
structures can't support the heavier conductor.

So that's the purpose, but our standard is to
do double-circuit structures, so it happens to be the
perfect opportunity to co-locate.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Al right. So it approved
the rebuild with double-circuit capable structures? |Is
that what it was?

A BY MR BRYNER That's correct.
CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD:  And so now this is for the

second circuit, then.

A. BY MR BRYNER  So, yeah, now we're essentially

just taking advantage of the fact that that's already
there to place that second circuit.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Al l right. Thank you.
MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman.
CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD:  Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Before we get started again, so

in that KOP -- what is it? | think it's 12.
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Uh- huh.
MEMBER LI TTLE: The poles will be there
regardl ess of whether -- even if we chose -- or even if
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you decided to build Option 3 as opposed to Option 1,
the poles would still be there because of the other
circuit; right?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That is correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So as Route 1 proceeds
towards the planned Santa Rita Substation in the bl ack
boundary there, you can see it's on the left side or
south of another transm ssion line that we've sinul ated
here. This is the AEPCO 230-kilovolt transm ssion |ine.
W will need to coordinate with AEPCO to rai se these
structures up higher to maintain safety cl earances as
the 138 crosses bel ow and drops into the substation. W
have had good conversations with AEPCO and anti ci pate
that not being a problem

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: So they're going to have to
raise their lines, you said?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That is correct.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Thank you.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Does AEPCO provi de power to
Trico down there?
A BY MR BRYNER  Menber Little, that's correct.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

Q (BY M5. GRABEL) | think we're ready to nove on

to Route 3.
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A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yeah.

Ckay. So noving on to Route 3, we again start
at the Sonoran Substation. The interesting | and uses
surrounding this area are very simlar to those found
surrounding Route 1 in ternms of both the residential
uses, the majority vacant and undevel oped | and, and the
transm ssion |lines corridors found throughout the
proj ect area.

Simlar to Route 1, Route 3 exits froma bay on
the south side of the substation and proceeds west
toward Swan Road and then crossing beneath the TEP/ WAPA
l'i ne.

So again we see in this KOP-1 a sinulated
basel i ne condition where we have a transm ssion |line on
the right-hand side of Swan Road here, crossing bel ow
t he TEP/ WAPA | i ne.

On the left side of Swan, we have an existing
46-kilovolt line. Again, | should note that the
46-Kkilovolt is built to the same standard as the 138kV
standard in TEP' s system

So in our sinmulated condition, Route 3 is
co-located on the transm ssion |lines on the east side of
Swan on the right side of the imge, and cross over onto
the left side of Swan Road and co-locate onto an
exi sting 46-kilovolt |ine before headi ng west.
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So Route 3 co-locates on this existing
46- kil ovolt transm ssion |ine for approximately one mle
adj acent to a residential area. There are approximtely
18 hones along this one-mle stretch.

The wonman that | spoke with earlier who |eft
who was in the audience, she lives in this area al ong
Si ngi ng Cactus Road.

W received three comments fromthe residents
of this area who were concerned about another power |ine
in their backyards, as well as the potential health
risks and the inpacts to the views fromtheir hones.
Agai n, when it was explained that we're not proposing a
new | ine but co-locating a second circuit on the
existing line, followng this clarification, we didn't
recei ve further input.

So west of this residential area, we continue
west and proceed for another mle across vacant state
| and.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: That section marked as Dis
the co-locate on the placenmat. So that's -- all that's
there now is an existing 46kV |ine?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That is correct.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: So you're going to have to
repl ace those poles and have a single-circuit 138kV with
a 46kV underbuild, or is the 46kV getting elim nated?
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A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So as | nentioned in the
previ ous slide, our 46kV systemis built to the sane
standard as our 138 system

So it would be the exact sane as co-locating on
a 138kV line except in this instance there will be 46 on
one side and 138 on the other side. So they'll exist at
different voltages on the sane |ine.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: kay. So the 46kV pol es
are roughly the sane height as the 138kV pol es, then.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That's correct.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: (kay. That makes it a
much easier transition. Thank you

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO (kay. So here at Key
(bservation Point No. 3, this is an inmage taken fromthe
sout heastern nost corner of the Summt nei ghborhood. It
is also the intersection of where Route 3, co-located on
the 46-kilovolt line, junps onto and transfers to
co-locate on the 138kV line that is also existing there
t oday.

So, again, on the sinulated i mtage, we just show
a second circuit comng in on the left. One junps up to
the 138, and the 46 continues to the right and to the
west .

So Route 3 continues to the south for another
2 mles, co-located on this existing transm ssion |ine.
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In Slide 41, you can see on the map that
Route 3 is joined in this corridor by an extra high
vol tage transm ssion corridor. This is the sanme two
345kV lines and 230kV lines that Route 1 crossed over
al ong W1 not .

In this section right here, those lines turn to
the south and are co-located in a corridor with our
proposed Route 3.

So at this point the existing |ine on which
Route 3 is co-located -- where Cark is pointing -- this
existing line turns to the left off the screen and to
the west towards the town of Sahuarita.

Here, Route 3 nust turn to the right, or east,
in a section of new build and underneath the extra high
voltage lines to the outside of the corridor.

The extra high voltage Iines continue on this
path south for another three quarters of a mle before
turning west towards Sahuarita thensel ves.

At this point another existing TEP 138kV |ine
cones fromthe west and joins into this corridor
Route 3 will then co-locate on that |ine, continuing
sout h.

The transm ssion line comng in fromthe west
iIs currently only able to support a single circuit. |If
Route 3 were to be constructed, the line fromthis point
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all the way to the Santa Rita Substation would need to
be rebuilt to support that second circuit of Route 3.
So this corresponds to Section G on the placenat.

In Key Observation Point 6, we have an inmage
taken fromthe Sahuarita Acres subdivision. This is
about two mles south of that, that jut out of new build
around the extra high voltage corri dor.

Along this stretch fromthis nei ghborhood,
there are approxi mtely 18 homes within 500 feet of the
exi sting 138kV line.

Looking at the current condition in the top
i mage, we have -- we're pointing to an existing
distribution line in this corridor, and this is a
TEP- owned 14kV distribution |ine.

Continuing to the right in the corridor is the
AEPCO- owned 230-kilovolt transm ssion |ine on Hfranes.

Continuing to the right, we have TEP' s tan
nonopoles. This is the structure on which Route 3 woul d
co-locate. As you can see, it's a pretty mnor
structure and is only able to hold one circuit.

Again, following to the right, we have a Trico
owned doubl e-circuit distribution Iine in this corridor.

In the sinulated condition, we can see that the
tan nonopole is replaced wwth a sel f-weathering steel,
rust-col ored, double-circuit transm ssion |ine.
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So on Slide 48 on the left screen, we have a
Key Cbservation Point 8. This has representative views
of Route 3 froma residential conmunity along El Toro
Road just to the east of Country C ub Road.

On Slide 49 in the Key Cbservation Point 8, on
the top i nage we can see that the distant tan nonopol e
on the right-hand side of the screen spans to a shorter
U-shaped pole on the far left of the screen. Meanwhil e,
the 230-kilovolt line spans fromthe Hframe structures
to a nuch taller Hfrane replacenent structure nonopol e.

This is so that both |lines, as they cross
Country Club and Toro Road intersection, can cross over
each other. They switch sides in the corridor at this
intersection. So the 138 |ine goes underneath the 230,
the 230 continues over the top, and they switch sides.

So in the current condition, we are on the east
side of the 230. South of this intersection, we will be
on the west side of the 230.

So in the sinmulated condition, the structures
foll ow the exact sanme path except they're on slightly
| arger, taller structures. So each of those structures
woul d need to be replaced to acconmpdate for the
addi ti onal safety cl earances between conductors.

Conti nui ng south along the west side of Country
Cl ub Road, Route 3 passes the Sahuarita Hi ghl ands
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subdi vision. There are four honmes within 500 feet of
the existing line as well as Route 3.

In the top inmage, this is a representative view
fromthe entrance into that community which is al ong
Santa Rita Road. It |ooks towards the south-sout hwest
at this utility corridor for about three quarters of a
mle until it turns to the west. You can see
significant vegetation concealing a portion of these
l'ines.

The bottomimge is the sinulated condition.
Again, we see that the tan, single-circuit nonopoles are
replaced with slightly larger double-circuit nonopol es.

So Route 3 traverses a very simlar mx of
pl anned | and uses conpared to Route 1, passing along the
outer edges of lowintensity rural, lowintensity urban,
and nmediumintensity rural designations.

By co-locating Route 3 on existing transm ssion
lines wthin existing utility corridors, Route 3 does
not substantially affect the planned | and uses. This
project in Route 3 conplies with the jurisdictions'
conpr ehensi ve and general plans and their policies.

Again, simlar to Route 1, Route 3 crosses all
three jurisdictions within the Rural Honestead zone. As
| mentioned previously, this is the base zoning
designation for rural areas, and this project in Route 3
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does not conflict with any applicabl e zones.

Route 3 crosses perpendicularly to several
i nportant riparian designated areas by the Conservation
Land System and does not intersect with any of the other
cat egori es designated by the system

As | nentioned previously for Route 1, these
Conservation Land System gui delines and categories are
only applied to private devel opnents that need rezoni ng
or other discretionary |and use changes for the project.
So the plan -- the goals and policies of the Sonoran
Desert Conservation Plan do not apply necessarily to
this project.

Agai n, | ooking at biological resources and
i npacts for Route 3 would be very simlar to those of
Route 1. Route 3 passes through roughly an identica
proportion of the two biotic communities found in the
proj ect area.

There is no designated critical habitat within
this project area and the sane three special status
speci es have the potential to occur. As a way of
rem nder, that's the Cactus ferrugi nous pigny-ow or the
CFPO. | mght just call it the CFPO from now on if
that's okay. | probably won't nention it another tine.
We al so have the Mnarch butterfly which is proposed
t hreat ened, and the Pinma pi neappl e cact us.
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Agai n, TEP woul d be conducting preconstruction
surveys to determne if the species were present and
i nform any conservati on nmeasures required for
construction.

Looki ng at biological wealth at the higher
| andscape ecosystem |l evel, Route 3 is |located within the
sane wldlife corridor as Route 1 and in the vicinity of
t he sane habitat bl ocks and i nportant bird areas of
Route 1. And, simlarly, Route 3 would not i npact
wildlife novenent or the inportant bird area.

By co-locating the magjority of Route 3 on
existing facilities, TEP is |imting additional
di sturbances to these regul ated riparian areas, spanning
washes to the maxi num extent possible, and m nim zi ng
veget ati on managenent. Route 3 will not inpact any
regul ated riparian areas.

Route 3 crosses perpendicularly to both the
Sahuarita Road scenic major road designation, as well as
the Santa Rita Road which is a scenic nonmaj or road
designated. There are no policies within the scenic
road policies that apply to this project.

There is a single recreational facility | ocated
within the project area, the Walden Grove Athletic
Facilities, which is also on the sanme property as the
Wal den Grove Hi gh School. This is -- the nearest point
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is wthin 500 feet of the existing transm ssion |ines.
So that nearest point is actually on the track-and-field
track, so it's on the very far perineter of these
facilities.

So there would be no inpact to scenic or
recreational resources in this area.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD:  Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: How close is the KOP that is in
that area to the school and the recreational facility?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So KOP-6 is taken from
this Sahuarita Acres subdivision. 1'mgoing to have to
get a quick count for the exact distance fromKOP-6 to
t hose recreational facilities.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

A. BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO And, again, we're talking
KOP-6 is taken fromhere, and the Wal den G ove
Recreational Facilities is here. So they're pretty
cl ose.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yeah.

So, again, the areas where previous studies
have been conpleted for cultural resources are
illustrated on this map in beige and blue, with beige
representing studies older than 10 years, and bl ue
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representing studies fromthe nore recent past within
10 years.

Al t hough you can't tell by looking at this nap,
there is actually a pretty significant portion of
Route 3 that has been surveyed within the |last 10 years.
These surveys have been taking place wthin the
transm ssion line right-of-way, so wthin that 100 feet.
So the purple Iine is actually concealing those surveys
in this point.

And as a nmatter of practice and in accordance
wi t h SHPO reconmmendati ons, TEP plans to conplete
additional C ass 3 pedestrian surveys for all cultural
resources of the proposed transm ssion |ine right-of-way
in these areas that have not been studied in the |ast
10 years.

kay. So we're ready for route -- virtual tour
of Route 3. Let ne see if we have an answer to your
guestion, Menber Little.

We're looking at just over a half of a mle
fromKOP-6 to Wal den G ove.

kay. So simlar to Route 1, Route 3 exits the
Sonoran Substation to the south and proceeds towards the
west at Swan Road.

You can see Route 3 on the right-hand side of
the screen transferring to the left-hand side and onto
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t he 46kV system

Route 3 crosses bel ow the TEP/ WAPA |ine east of
Swan and co-locates onto the existing 46.

You can see for the next mle there's a
residential area just to the left of the Iine here.
There are 18 honmes co-located on the -- co-located on
this existing 46kV |ine.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Can you pause it a second?

It looks like -- looking at the map, it |ooks
li ke that whole -- even the area north of the line is
zoned for residential, but I only see stuff to the
sout h.

There's no devel opnent? There's no houses
north of the Iine for this section?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So that's correct. So
this area here, this is |and owned by the Tucson Airport
Authority. And although it's zoned Rural Homestead |ike
| nmentioned, that's the base zoning designation, there's
no residential areas in that area.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Now, base zoni ng
designation, is that tantamount to the default zoning?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Correct. |It's what
jurisdictions use for areas in rural areas that are
separated fromthe mgjority of the nunicipa
I nfrastructure such as water and electric and other --

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

L-00000C-26-0125-00261 VOL. | 05/26/2026

and sewer and so on and so forth.

So by limting the density that's allowed in
those areas, it allows jurisdictions tinme, as those
devel opnments grow, to bring those resources, that
infrastructure to themas it densifies.

Soit'stolimt the -- yeah. It l[imts the
densification of these rural areas so that nunici pal
infrastructure can catch up.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: (Okay. Thank you.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So at this point at this
| ast home, the line kind of proceeds diagonally to the
right. This is now on vacant state | and.

So Route 3, co-located on this existing
46- kil ovolt line, is now approaching the Summt
nei ghbor hood and turns to the left, or south,
paral l eling an existing 138-kilovolt |ine.

Wthin the Summt nei ghborhood, there are eight
homes, eight properties, that are wthin 500 feet of
this -- of Route 3.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Pause a second.

So we're at the section marked E on the
pl acenat or Slide 61.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So we are about to
co-locate onto Section E on the placemat. That's
correct.
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CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: (Ckay. So is it going to
co-locate and there's an additional line that's going to
be parallel?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO No. So as we see in this
i mage here, this is the existing condition. The nore
robust structure on the far left, that is the existing
46kV | i ne.

In the sinulated condition, it transfers onto
the taller 138kV line and it co-locates on that |ine
goi ng south. That is Section E on your placenat.
There's no additional |ine being proposed there.

A BY MR BRYNER. If | could junp in, Chairmn
Stafford. So there are two parallel lines for alittle
bit in that case. Today, there's a 46kV |ine and a
138kV line that run parallel for just a short stretch.

W will co-locate with that 46kV |ine, but
then, like M. Otizy Pinois saying, we're going to
swap and we're going to co-locate wth the 138kV |i ne,
and fromthat point south there will be a single |line.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. So you're | ooking at
the transition from Section Dto Section E? [Is that
what we're tal ki ng about ?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yeah. 1It's in the top
corner there.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Right. But the Section E
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that's going to be two 138kV |ines on the sanme pol e;
right.
A BY MR BRYNER That's correct, yeah

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: But it's Section D where
you have the 46kV on the sanme pole with the 138.

A BY MR BRYNER Correct, but it will be two
paral l el 1ines.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: GCh, it would be two
paral l el |ines?

A BY MR BRYNER  Because the 138 exists there
t oday, but we wouldn't co-locate on that yet.

M5. GRABEL: So put anot her way, we're not
bui I ding any new poles. W're just co-locating on one
at one stretch and then co-locating on the other at
anot her stretch.

A BY MR BRYNER That's correct.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: Right. Because your 46kV
line continues west; right?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Correct.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: So you're co-locating with
that till you get to the turning point near KOP-3, and
then you switch to the 138kV line that's headi ng south
and co-locate on that line. Ckay.

A BY MR BRYNER It's not confusing at all;
right?
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CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: |'mgetting it. Sonetines
|"ve got to ask -- |I've got to hear it a couple of tines
to make sure it sinks into ny head. So thank you. |
appreci ate that.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So as we continue south
on this 138kV line, this existing 138kV line, it is a
doubl e-circuit capable line.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: So you just have to string
t he conductor, then, for this section?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That's correct.

So | want to point out that the purple lines in
this section represent the 500-foot corridor that we
w Il be requesting.

And coming up on your |eft, you can see comn ng
into the screen fromthe left and continuing in the
direction of our line, the ground scars here and now
continuing this way. These are the ground scars for the
extra high voltage transm ssion line corridors that we
have, the two 345s and the 230 in this area. W
continue in that corridor for a mle and a half.

At this point where you see the line taking a
| eft, the existing transm ssion |line on which Route 3 is
co-located turns to the right or to the west towards
Sahuari t a.

Route 3 nust turn to the left or to the east
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underneath the existing extra high voltage transm ssion
lines and to the outside of this corridor. This is a
section of new build. And in this section, TEP is
requesting a corridor width of 1,500 feet. This is to
allow flexibility in siting this new build section
within the extra high voltage corridor.

The extra high voltage lines turn to the west
towards Sahuarita and another TEP 138 line cones into
this corridor fromthe west. Route 3 will co-locate on
this existing 138-kilovolt line.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: That one is currently just
a single circuit, so you'll have to rebuild it; correct?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Correct. At this point
we co-|locate on an existing line, but it is not built to
a doubl e-circuit standard.

So as this line strai ghtens out, you can see
that the corridor width returns to 500 feet.

Here you al so get a good idea of the Wal den
Gove Athletic Facilities and their proximty to both
the transm ssion lines and the residential area of the
Sahuarita Acres subdi vision.

So within the Sahuarita Acres subdi vision,
Route 3 is within 500 feet of 18 hones.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And, again, that's an
exi sting 138kV |i ne.
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A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That is correct.

In this section, you can see that we've gotten
alittle bit nore dense residential area. This is along
Country Club Road. In this section, there are 67 hones
within 500 feet of the existing line.

So here you can see the corridor crossing
di agonally across the intersection. As a rem nder,
Route 3 and the existing line cross below the 230 and
switch sides in the corridor.

The 230 is on the left side closest to Country
Club Road. And the TEP existing 138 line, Route 3, is
on the outsi de.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: WAit. So here you'll
have -- there wll be two 138kV |lines, one single, one
doubl e-circuit, parallel to each other?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So this is a corridor
here. So we have on the inside track closest to the
road is the 230-kilovolt AEPCO |ine.

And on the -- we have our Route 3 transm ssion
line -- the existing transm ssion |ine on which Route 3
woul d be co-located on the west side of that 230 |ine.
There's two |ines parallel.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: Currently.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Currently.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: kay. And that's from--
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is that all the way from-- for Section Gor is it just
south of Sahuarita Road?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So all of Section G
there's two --

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Existing lines.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO -- existing |ines.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And you're going to turn
one of theminto a double circuit.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Correct.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So as we approach the
Santa Rita Substation, you can see -- I'ma little bit
late on this -- but there was a subdivision off in the
background there. That is the Quail Creek devel opnent
in Geen Valley. The nearest hones to the line and the
substation are one mle away.

CHAl RMAN STAFFCORD: Can you show us that on the
map with the pointer?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Do | just not know how to
do this?

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: | see you ai m ng your
hands. |'mnot seeing a blip on the screen.
There you go.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Ckay. So that

subdivision to the south is the Quail Creek residenti al
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devel opnent. It is one mle.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Wiere is the cursor?

Ckay. So it's outside the study area.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That is outside the study
ar ea.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: What's that area just to
the northeast, that square there? Nor t heast of the
Santa Rita Substation.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO In blue or beige?

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Beige. Because it |ooks
i ke there's a neighborhood that's surrounded by, Iike,
sceni c area space or sonething?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Correct. So that is the
Sahuarita Hi ghl ands subdi vi si on.

And | believe what you're tal ki ng about,
surrounded by that green conservation area, that is a --
for subdivisions in this area within a half mle of the
Santa Rita Experinental Range, devel opnents woul d be
required to have a -- let's see if | can renenber what
it'"s called -- but it's essentially an open-space buffer
for their subdivisions. So that's just their land held
in conservation for that subdivision specifically.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: (Ckay. And that can't be
devel oped, then.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That cannot be devel oped.
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CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And then so what was
t he nearest house to the Iine fromthat nei ghborhood?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So there were four hones
within 500 feet of Route 3.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: (Ckay. And they're 500 feet
fromthe existing two lines as it is.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Correct. That's correct.
Actually, they're a little bit closer to the AEPCO |li ne
because we're on the outside.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: (Ckay. Excellent. Thank
you.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO (kay. So now that we've
had a chance to discuss both routes and their broad
envi ronnmental context, | want to bring us back to the
map on your placenmats that we've created to help the
conmi ttee understand the various ways in which we've
pi eced together each route to site the nost
environnental ly conpatible transm ssion |ine that we
can.

On the table to the left, | want to point you
to the map code. | guess we're pretty famliar with it
at this point. But that corresponds to the color of new
build and the section in the map.

So starting with Route 1 on the -- at the
Sonor an Substation, we're |ooking at Section Ain the
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tan color. This represents a portion of the route that
W ll require new build infrastructure. There's about
two mles of newtransmssion line within Section A,
from Swan Road to WI not.

Followi ng Route 1, we have Section B in purple
representing a portion of Route 1 that wll be
co-located on the existing UNSE-owned Vail to Kantor
transm ssion |ine.

The third and final section of Route 1,
Section Cin purple, represents the portion of the route
that will be co-located on the approved |ine from
Case 164.

Continuing along Route 3, again fromthe
Sonor an Substation, Section Dis a -- in purpleis a
section co-located on an existing 46-kilovolt
transm ssion line. Subtransm ssion |line. Excuse ne.

Section E, also in purple, is co-located on an
exi sting 138-kilovolt transm ssion |ine.

Section F, intan, is a new build section in
order to get underneath and outside of the extra high
vol tage corridor.

And then Section Gin green is a section that
will require rebuild to acconmodate and support the
extra circuit from Route 3.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.
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CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Can we go back to -- yes.
Thank you.

So the only place -- correct ne if I"mwong --
but the only place that will need to have pol es repl aced
in order to co-locate the existing circuit and the new
circuit is G is that correct?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That is correct. There's
6 mles of that 138-kilovolt line that will require to
be rebuilt.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. And all of B, then,
and C, those poles are currently capable of having --
well, | guess that is yet to be built; right?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Correct. So Section B --

MEMBER LITTLE: O it will just be built.
kay.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Section Bwll be rebuilt
as part of a separate project, and Route 1 w |
co-locate on those lines -- on that |ine.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ch, okay. Al right. Ckay. |
think I got it. Thank you

Q (BY M5. GRABEL) And, M. Otiz y Pino, on the
rebuild in Section G how different are the poles to
accommodate a different double circuit conpared to
what's there today?
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A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So they're slightly nore
robust poles. The height is roughly simlar. You wll
have i nsul ators on both sides of the pole holding three
addi ti onal conductor.

Q Do you anticipate that there would be many nore
pol es than currently exist?

A It would be rebuilt nostly in place and within
the existing footprint and right-of-way.

Q Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: How nuch bigger are the bases
of the new ones conpared to the old ones?

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Are you tal king about goi ng
froma single circuit to a double circuit, what's the --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah. Yeah

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO | think we're going to
have to get on the horn with our civil transm ssion
engi neer and ask that question and we'll follow up.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So in our next slide, on
Slide 62, we have a side-by-side conparison summary of
Routes 1 and 3. So conparing the factors that we've
been describing, it uses green smley faces to
illustrate factors that would have no concern or little
i npact, and yellow "neh" faces to illustrate noderate
concerns or i npacts.
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As you can see, the majority of the factors
that we have are in green smley faces.

Route 3 we have given a "neh" face for the
constructability due to the requirenent to coordi nate
construction through the extra high voltage corridor, as
well as to rebuild the 6-mle section of existing |line
to support Route 3.

Route 1 received a "neh" face for the
right-of-way factor due to a large portion of the
private easenents that would be required al ong W I not
Road.

Wth respect to the line length, Route 1 gets
the "nmeh" face because it is longer at 17.4 mles, while
Route 3 gets the green face for a shorter |ine.

However, due to the length of the route, due to the
route cost, Route 1 gets the green smley face, while
Route 3 gets the yell ow "neh" face.

Q (BY V5. GRABEL) M. Otiz y Pino, just to
clarify, nost of the faces on this are green; correct?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO That is correct.

Q And is that primarily due to the fact that both
routes take advantage of existing transm ssion
i nfrastructure?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q Thank you.
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CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: |I'minterested to hear why
the shorter Iine costs nore when it has -- is it the --
the only yellow face it's got is the constructability
because you' ve got to pass under the existing high
voltage line. |Is that what really nmakes the cost
di fference?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So the cost difference is
found nostly in that rebuild section. So within
Section G we'll be required to, essentially, denolish
the line -- take an outage, denolish the line, and
rebuild in place. So that's 6 mles of new structures,
new conductor, new insulator for that section. Wereas,
the remaining of Route 1 is primarily co-located on
lines that will -- that exist or will exist.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: And that's the one that's
got the grant hang-up, then.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Correct.

A BY MR BRYNER Yeah, Chairman Stafford, |
woul d just add to that that for Route 3, that rebuild
part, that's wholly borne by TEP. Wereas, along W/I not
Road for Route 1, that's going to be -- we're | ooking at
split costs between two conpanies, and so you're only
beari ng half the cost.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: Al l right. And how much is
the grant?
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A BY MR BRYNER The full grant award that's

contenplated is 75 mllion

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: And how much of that is
applicable to the line that is going to be co-I|ocated
for this one?

A BY MR BRYNER It's not -- sorry. | didn't
mean to speak over you

It's not divided by sections, as you have heard
us tal k about. That particular project has three
di fferent phases. So that portion of the project is
roughly 50 percent of that overall project, but there
are sonme stations that are also included in the grant.
CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: (Ckay. So | guess -- soO
wi thout the grant, that's what makes -- |osing the grant
woul d make Route 1 unacceptable? | nean, because the
grant is to Uni Source; right?

A BY MR BRYNER Correct. And so the grant
noney actually has nothing to do wth the cost on here.
Either way, TEP will be responsible for their share of
the costs. The grant is just whether or not it wll --
precl udes us frombeing able to have a second attacher
or a second conpany on those pol es.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: And that's just -- in terns
of the grant, then, it wouldn't --

A BY MR BRYNER That's correct.
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CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: (Ckay. But because the
grant covers the whole -- there's, like, three different
lines that are getting built under the grant; correct?

A BY MR BRYNER Yeah, nore or |ess, yes.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And Uni Source is
going to rely on that grant for that -- the three-ish
projects that it's going to do?

A BY MR BRYNER  Correct.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Because they can't really
do it without the grant, then.

A BY MR BRYNER | don't know that | would say
that. It makes it a |lot nore affordable for our
cust oners.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Well, $75 million is a |ot
to put into rate base.

A BY MR BRYNER It's a |ot of noney, yes.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: So | guess TEP is willing
to forgo Route 1 to take one for the team then, if it
can't -- if that's going to affect the grant for
Uni Sour ce, even though that's the cheaper route.

A BY MR BRYNER Certainly, as a conpany, we
don't want to put that grant in jeopardy.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Right. Gkay. That's a |ot
of noney.

So, yeah, Menber D G ccio.
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MEMBER DI CI CC O  Quick question just as a
foll owup on that.

The costs that you exhibited up here, they
woul d stay the sane regardl ess of whether the grant was
there? 1Is that what I'mhearing? O would the costs go
up if you were not going to be able to co-locate,
especially regarding the Line 17?

A BY MR BRYNER Again, these costs represent
TEP's costs regardl ess of the grant.

MEMBER DICICC O  kay.

A BY MR BRYNER  You could say -- and this maybe
Is extra information -- that Uni Source's costs would go
up wi thout TEP participating, because now they woul d be
payi ng 100 percent of that line along WInot Road. So |
think it's a win/wn.

MEMBER DICICCI O Yeah. And so that was a
little bit of confusion, | think, anongst -- at | east
with ne, too, that these are the costs no matter what,
and then the grant is just additional icing on the cake,
basi cal | y.

A BY MR BRYNER It's icing on the cake for
Uni Source. TEP' s costs don't change.

MEMBER DICICCIQO R ght. GCot it.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Well, it's just Uni Source
has got a bunch of other projects it's got to get done
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that it needs the grant for. So if they say you can't

do Route 1 because we won't allow -- we're not going to

give you this noney if you |l et TEP use your poles for

this section, Uni Source has to get that noney; correct?
A BY MR BRYNER  Correct.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: Yeah. Because the
difference is -- what? -- less than $2 mllion?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yeah.

M5. GRABEL: That was the point | was going to
make.

A BY MR BRYNER  Yes.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: So, | nean, it seens, oh,
you' ve got to do the -- you' ve got to spend an extra
2 mllion on this project to get the 75 mllion to do a
bunch of upgrades that Uni Source really needs for its
reliability. That's a pretty decent bargain.

M5. GRABEL: M. Chairman, | guess | just want
toclarify that the two projects are not related. The
SCR Reliability Project is going to be built. W've
received the grant. The terns are bei ng worked out.
That's going to happen.

And so the question is just will the federal
governnent allow us to co-locate on that |ine.

CHAI RMAN STAFFCORD: Ri ght.

M5. GRABEL: And if they won't, then we don't
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have any choice but to build Route 3, even though it
only costs another $1.4 mllion.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: R ght. But if you did say,
wel |, you have already given us the noney, we're going
to build Route 1, they can recall the noney, can't they?

M5. GRABEL: | nean, | suppose that's true,
but --

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Right. | nean, it's, like,
if they're going to say you can't do this, you can't do
it. And | assune that even after you' ve got the noney,
the federal governnent, if you don't followits
conditions, they'll take it back fromyou one way or
anot her.

M5. GRABEL: The terms and conditions of the
grant aren't yet finalized, so | don't -- |'mnot
confortabl e specul ati ng what the governnment would or
woul d not do. But that's the choice that TEP has right
nowis don't try to jeopardize the grant.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Right. So, yeah, so
guess it's going to be -- and that's why you want to
have both routes approved, because | think "1" is the

superior route based on cost and di stance and the
think it has | ess new disturbance because it's nostly
co-located. | guess the big caveat is that it nmay
jeopardi ze the grant. And if they say you can't do it,
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they can prohibit you fromtaking that option

M5. GRABEL: Well, and the other thing is we
need to get this project in service in tinme to neet our
reliability requirenents because SCR North is going to
be built. And with that, we have to get the P6 event
mtigated, and so this line then has to go into effect
to do that.

So even if we -- we may not know what's going
to happen with the grant and we'll still have to build
the line, in which case we woul d choose Route 3.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: But you'll -- 1 nean,
ideally, you'll find out what's going on with the
grant, and then if they say you can build Route 1, you
can build Route 1 instead of Route 3 and that will solve
the problem right?

A BY MR BRYNER  Correct.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD:  Yes, Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER. On this sanme subject, |'mkind
of -- | just want to nake sure that | understand that
only one of the routes, in this case Route 3, is the one
attached to the grant?

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD:  It's 1.

MEMBER MERCER  Route 1. Ckay.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: It's not attached. |It's
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just -- well, it nmay be forbidden by the terns of the
grant.

MEMBER MERCER  Ckay.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: Right? That's what |'m --

M5. GRABEL: Well, so -- yes. So UNSE and TEP
are two separate conpanies, of course, and so TEP needs
UNSE' s permission to attach. And if UNSE's grant is
jeopardized if TEP attaches, UNS can say "W're not
willing to do that because our smaller custonmer base
doesn't want to absorb $75 mllion."

MEMBER MERCER: (Ckay. So TEP has nothing to do
with the grant. TEP has not applied for the grant.

Ckay. That's what | wanted to nake sure. Ckay.

So in this case, is this other conpany that
they're waiting for the grant or they're waiting for
perm ssion to do this, to allow you to co-locate?

A BY MR BRYNER So UNS Electric has been
awarded the grant, but the terns and conditions have not
been worked out yet. And so we don't expect there wll
be a problem but we just don't know yet, and we want to
make sure that this project can happen regardl ess of how
those terns and conditi ons shake out.

MEMBER MERCER: (Ckay. So there are tine
requi renents and the construction deadlines and all of
that stuff that TEP is | ooking at before you decide
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whi ch route you're going to go.

A BY MR BRYNER Yes. So, again, we like
Route 1. If we can do Route 1 and it |eaves UNS
El ectric whole with their grant, then we would build
Route 1. But if there's an issue there, then we would
build Route 3 because we have timng requirenents to
nmeet our reliability standards.

MEMBER MERCER: (kay. And so it's also ny
understandi ng that Route 3 is the nbost controversial in
terms of the public?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO | guess it depends on
whi ch nei ghbor hood you' re speaking from However,
agai n, when we've had the opportunity to clarify that
we're proposing two circuits on one |ine, we're not
proposi ng a second line in these areas, nost of the
comments have -- there's been no foll owup coments.

MEMBER MERCER: (Ckay. Thank you. Just wanted
to understand. Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD:  Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: At what point will you need to
make a deci sion between 1 and 3? |If the governnent is
still twiddling their thunbs, continues to twiddle their
t hunbs, at what point will you say, "Wll, we're going
to give up on 1 and go with 3"?
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A BY MR BRYNER I'mgoing to do just alittle
bit of speculation here, Menber Little.

It takes us about a year to conplete our
engi neering and about two years in order to get our
equi pnrent -- nake our material purchases and get those
in, and then about a year to construct.

So when you back that up to where we're at
today, we need to nmake a decision soon. W do expect
that we'll hear back on the terns and conditions in the
next few nmonths, so | think it will |ine up.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: So | guess ny question is
has Uni Source received -- they've been awarded the
grant, but when will they receive the funds? | assune
that won't be until the ternms and conditions are
finalized?

M5. GRABEL: Yes. They've been conditionally
awarded the grant, and | think they still have to work
out the remai nder of the details, which is why we are
not certain which route we need to take.

COURT REPORTER: |I'msorry. | do need you to
sl ow down a bit.

M5. GRABEL: | apol ogi ze.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: So you have to finalize --
say that again. | didn't catch the last part of it.
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M5. GRABEL: | said UNSE has been conditionally
awarded the grant and they're still working out the
terms and conditions. And according to M. Bryner, we
shoul d know wi t hin the next few nonths, but | think that
that's one of the itens that needs to be buttoned up.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

M5. GRABEL: M. Bryner should correct ne if
[ m w ong.

A BY MR BRYNER That sounds correct.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: | guess when we get to the
CEC, Menbers, we can see if we want to have any wordi ng
that says that we |like Route 1 better.

But with the waiting on the, you know, terns of
the grant to be -- we're going to keep 3 as an option on
the table until such tine as we find out what they're

going to do with that.

Because either way, | guess |I'm understandi ng
that TEP has to have this line. |It's got to go in one
of these places and it's -- the weak link, what they're

waiting on, is the terns and conditions of the grant.
So | don't know. Maybe, maybe not. |'mjust
throwing it out there in case we want to talk about it,
so -- sonething we want to add. | don't know. Just to
t hi nk about .
MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman.
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CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: One nore question.

Did the conpany consider just building another
circuit, another pole line, in the sane -- | don't
know -- the sanme corridor for Route 1 if they're not
all owed to co-locate it?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So we did |ook at that as
part of our siting studies; however, when we get into
the Santa Rita Experinmental Range, there is a
prohi bition of additional rights-of-way for utility
power lines in that area, so we couldn't get to where we
needed to get to, to co-locate at the Case 164.

If we were to continue west at the northern
boundary, that was consi derabl e environnmental inpacts
and vi ewshed inpacts that the community was definitely
not in favor of.

MEMBER LI TTLE: CGood to know. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: And to follow up on that,
you' re saying the conservation area, that's the bottom
section of B where it jogs sout hwest?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Correct. So Route 1
continues past that residential area and then jogs to
the southwest a little bit. South of that residential
area is in the Santa Rita Experinental Range.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: (kay. And that's -- you
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are required to co-locate for that portion of the route.
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Correct. That's the only
way that that segnment works.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Al right. Thank you.

MEMBER DICICCIQO M. Chair.

CHAl RMAN STAFFCORD:  Yes, Menber D G cci o.

MEMBER DICICC O  Quick question to Chris.

So is there any reason why the federal
governnent woul d not allow you to co-locate? It just
sounds like such a logical thing to do. Not that
governnent is always |ogical.

But, | nean, | cannot think of a single reason
why they would not allow you to do that.

M5. GRABEL: M. Chair and M. DiCccio, the
grant is a really sensitive subject with the conpany,
which -- we're not trying to not give you information
but so many of the discussions and the ternms of it are
confidential.

And so | don't know that we know the answer to
t hat question, and so we don't want to speculate with
anyt hi ng because we don't want to put sonething in the
record here that m ght jeopardi ze sonethi ng somewhere
else. And for the sane reason, | think, we're alittle
reluctant to have anything in the CEC about it.

So | just -- | guess |I'mrespectfully
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requesting that we don't try to drill too deep into
guestions about the grant because | think ny clients are
not sure of what they can and cannot say because we're
not involved in the grant side.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: And ny thought is not to
say -- necessarily nention the grant in the CEC. |I'm
just tal king about how we approve that they can build
1 or 3, and at sone point they'll have to nmake a
decision. And then when they do, include that in your
filing and l et the Comm ssion Staff know that this is
the one -- this is the route we're going. And so the
ot her one would be off the table at that point.

MEMBER DICICCI GO And then fromny end, too, |
under stand the whol e idea of, you know, wanting to -- if
you don't -- if you have certain words even when you're
getting a loan on things, it changes everything and the
| enders just generally wal k away sonetines if you don't
get it done right. | get that.

But |'mjust tal king about defying |ogic here,
why soneone would not want you to -- not allow you to
co-locate. And so | don't see it as a sensitive thing.
| don't buy into -- |I'msorry about that, Meghan, but I
just don't buy into that it's going to change the world
and you're going to lose the grant and all that.

' mjust asking a sinple question of why would
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soneone turn down a co-location on a line? | just don't
buy it. | nean, | think -- | don't see the sensitivity
beyond t hat.

M5. GRABEL: | agree that it's logical, but we
just don't know whether they would approve it or not.
And TEP isn't the Applicant for the grant. |It's UNSE.
And there are nondi sclosure obligations there as well.

MEMBER DICICCI QO O not even not approve it, |
mean, not allowit. You know what | nean? Approval
means you want to go through with it. They would not --

they woul d be basically saying "W don't want you to do

that." | just don't see it.
M5. GRABEL: | nean, | agree with you. It's
rational. But because I'mnot a party to the

di scussi ons about the grant and neither are these
Wi t nesses, | guess we just don't want to specul ate.
That's all |'m saying.

MEMBER DICICC O Ckay. Good enough. Thank
you.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: But enough has been said to
rai se the prospect of wait. |If you only approve one, it
may come back and bite us later.

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Menber Fontes, you had a
guesti on?
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| thought he had his hand up.

MEMBER FONTES: During ny tenure at DOE, it was
often gotten back to the description in the use of
funds. You can't use the sane funds for the sane
rebuild, oftentinmes, on grants. And then it's the use
of funds in terns of are they being used for an
oper ati onal redundant project.

So there's a lot of the layers to that, Menber
DiGCccio. | hope that helps. | don't know the
particulars of this grant, but it does get into the
nature of the project commercially, technically,
duration, and reliability.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD:  Thank you

Q (BY M5. GRABEL) |If there are no nore further
questions, | think we can nove on to -- are we on siting
and outreach al ready?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yeah.

Q Excellent. So, M. Bryner, | think that you're
up for this one.

A BY MR BRYNER Al right. It was really nice
to hear fromM. Otiz y Pino.

So as a conpany, we follow a conprehensive
sitings process, and | think you' re probably famliar
with this process. W've shared it a nunber of tines
wth you.
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W integrate this process wth robust public
and st akehol der outreach and engagenent that allows us
to really learn what community val ues are specific to
that project area so that we can then |l et those val ues
really shape the siting of our project and, ultimately,
what ever routes cone out of that project, soin this
case the two routes that we proposed in our CEC
appl i cati on.

So that approach |I've got shown on Slide 64 in
a basic format is what we followed to devel op the two
routes for this hearing.

M. Otizy Pino and | wll now wal k you
t hrough each phase of this process including what we did
and what we | earned t hrough our outreach and engagenent
effort.

So the first phase of the siting process we
call our pre-analysis phase. During this phase, we
conducted field visits and hi gh-1evel desktop anal ysis
so that we could characterize the area.

We then | ooked at the project endpoints, which
in this case are the existing Sonoran and pl anned Santa
Rita substations along with high-Ilevel opportunities for
a transmssion line, and we defined the boundaries of a
siting study area.

That siting study area is illustrated with the
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little thin black line within the highlighted project
area on nmaps -- or on Slide 65. This study area
represents the area within which we were considering a
route for a proposed transm ssion |ine.

Then within the siting study area, the internal
project teamidentified opportunities. These
represented areas where it seened to neke the npbst sense
to construct a new transmssion line. So that included
co-location with other major utility lines. 1t also
| ooked at major roads. And in the rural undevel oped
areas, it |looked at kind of just any road. It also
| ooked at section lines and | arge property boundari es.
We even | ooked at mmj or washes.

And these opportunities that were identified by
the project teamare illustrated with the green |lines on
Slide 66.

And at the sane tinme, we al so | ooked at
constraints to constructing a transmssion line. The
constraint doesn't necessarily nean that we can't build
the newtransmssion line in that area. It sinply neans
that sone type of obstacle or restriction exists in that
area that will make it nore challenging for us to build
a transm ssion |ine.

The constraints are identified with the red
hatching on Slide 67, and these included residenti al
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areas; resource sensitive areas, which was the Santa
Rita Experinental Range in this case; the airport
environs overlay zone that's in the northern part.
That's basically some height restrictions and noi se
restrictions associated with the Tucson International
Airport; and it also included maj or devel opnents such as
the large solar generation sites that are kind of that

| arge oval in the top portion.

And then each of the opportunities that we
identified were reviewed by a transm ssion |ine
engineer. And if it was reasonable from an engi neering
perspective to construct a transmssion line in that
| ocation, we nmade it what we call a prelimnary segnent,
and then it would be subject to further scrutiny and
anal ysis. So these prelimnary segnents were sinply
sections of a line that we could then piece together to
forma conplete route between Point A and Point B.

The result of the first phase of our siting
process was the identification of 154 prelimnary
segnents. The opportunities and constraints, along wth
the prelimnary segnents, were then shared with
st akehol ders and the public for their review and their
opportunity to add any additional opportunities and
constraints that they were aware of.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So our first engagenent
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opportunity with the public and agency stakehol ders was
i n Novenber of 2025. This was the public's first

i ntroduction to the project where they could | earn about
t he purpose and need and the process to determ ne the
routes that we would eventually propose as part of our
appl i cati on.

These neetings were also the first | ook at what
M. Bryner just outlined in our pre-analysis phase,
getting the public's input on the study area,
opportunities and constraints, and the prelimnary
segnents which woul d i nform our decisions as the project
pr ogr essed.

We held a virtual agency briefing on
Novenber 12th and an in-person public open house the
next day. The public was notified of the open house by
way of postcards, mail to residents and property owners
in the notification area. A total of 2,545 recipients
of the postcards.

An e-nai|l canpaign was al so sent out to 1, 896
custoners within the TEP service territory. Alittle
over 500 phone -- or there are a little over 500 hones
and businesses within the Trico area which account for
the difference between the mail ed postcards and the
e-mails that we sent out.

Addi ti onal open house notification nethods
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i ncl uded newspaper ads, social nedia canpai gns on
Facebook and Instagram as well as street signs.

Al of the notifications directed people back
to our project webpage that contained the project
i nformati on and the various nmethods to provide coments,
i ncluding the online comment form e-nmail to the project
e-mai | address, voicenail nunber, and the physical
address if you wanted to submt a witten comment by
mai |

At the sane tine as we introduced the project
to the public, we al so began an i ndependent outreach
effort to introduce the project to the 11 Native
Anerican tribes with an ancestral affiliation to the
| and within our study area. W used the Arizona
gover nnent -t o- gover nnent consultation tool kit to
identify these tribal nations as well as to inform our
engagenent efforts with them

Physical letters were sent by TEP' s triba
liaison along with followup e-nails to those triba
contacts inviting themto individual one-on-one neetings
to discuss the project. Two tribes responded with
requests for these neetings which were held in January
of this year.

The results of our first outreach efforts
i ncl uded participation from 19 stakehol der agenci es as

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ

126



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

L-00000C-26-0125-00261 VOL. | 05/26/2026

well as 13 nmenbers of the public at our open house.
From the public at our open house, we |l earned from
conversations and in witten comments that people were
primarily concerned with their nmountain views. They
wanted to see co-locating with existing facilities, as
well as there was a general preference for the line to
exi st on the east side of the study area.

A BY MR BRYNER So through sone of the
di scussions that we had at the public open house as well
as di scussions we had with stakehol ders regarding the
use of existing facilities, there were two opportunities
that were identified that extended just outside of the
siting study area that we had previously considered.

So one of these opportunities was the UNS
El ectric Vail to Kantor 138kV line as it cuts diagonally
across state land through the Santa Rita Experi nent al
Range south of WI not Road, and the other was al ong
Santa Rita Road and the future site of the 138kV |ine
approved by this commttee as Case 164.

Both of these opportunities were | ooked at and
were found to be viable. As a result, and since they
only affected State Trust | ands, we nade the decision to
extend the siting study area to take advantage of these
addi tional opportunities. So the study area was
expanded to the southeast and two additional prelimnary
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segnents were added, resulting in a total of 156
prelimnary segnments.

Phase two of the siting process consisted of
gathering data, both spatial data as well as witten
reports, that we would use as the basis for further
anal ysis of the prelimnary segnents.

We then noved into Phase 3 of the siting study
where we began to eval uate route segnents based on
suitability and practicability instead of sinply
engineering feasibility. W did this by conducting what
we call a suitability assessnent. The purpose of the
suitability assessnent is to identify segnents that
m nim ze environnental and | and use inpacts while being
responsive to | ocal community val ues.

Thi s process included geospatial anal ysis,
field work, and the identification of a refined set of
segnents representing the nost suitable routes which was
then shared with the public and project stakehol ders.

To conduct the suitability assessnent, we first
created eight different criteria nodels using geographic
i nformation systens, or GS, to represent spatia
eval uation criteria. These included biol ogical
resources, noise and comuni cation, total environnment,
existing and future residential properties, cultural
resources, scenic and visual resources, construction and
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mai nt enance, and existing pl ans.

Each of these criteria nodels were then
conmbi ned and weighted differently to create four
separate conposite suitability nodels. Each of these
conposite nodel s represents a different perspective
dependi ng on which factors were consi dered nost
I nportant.

W created one nodel that was balanced. In
ot her words, every criteria nodel was equal |y wei ghted.
W created one nodel that gave extra weight to
environnmental factors, one nodel that was slanted
towards constructability factors, and a fourth nodel
that weighed the criteria that had been expressed by the
public and stakeholders to be of primary inportance.

The 156 prelimnary segnments that were
identified during Phase 1 were then eval uated through
each of these conposite nodels. And as a result, 79
segnents with lower suitability were renoved from
further consideration in the siting study, and those
segnents are shown on the map with a red dashed |ine on
Slide 78, and that resulted in 75 segnents that were
carried forward for detailed evaluation. These segnents
are shown in blue lines on the map.

Each of these remaining segnents was then
reviewed in the field to confirmthe results of the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ

129



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

L-00000C-26-0125-00261 VOL. | 05/26/2026 130

suitability assessnent and were then shared with

st akehol ders and the public so that we could receive
their opportunity and comrent -- or hear -- give them an
opportunity on comment.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So the objective of our
second outreach effort was to informthe public of the
revised study area and the additional prelimnary
segnents that stemmed fromthe | ast outreach. W also
wanted to provide information on the suitability
assessnent that was conpleted and the resulting refined
segnents that we carried forward.

TEP mail ed nearly 3,000 postcards wth project
status updates directing people to the project webpage
and issuing a blanket invitation to individuals for
conversations to discuss the project, ask questions,
provi de comrents directly.

W al so had another e-mail canpaign with a
simlar nmessage was sent out, which, again, to 1,854
reci pients. These were custonmers wthin the TEP service
territory.

W hel d an agency briefing on February 2nd
presenting the Phase 3 results, and we al so posted a
video of the presentation on the project webpage wal ki ng
the viewer through the suitability assessnents
M. Bryner just covered.
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Qur Phase 3 outreach efforts, we, again, had 19
partici pating stakehol ders agencies. There were three
foll owup neetings that we had with the State Land
Departnent right-of-way section, the Tucson Airport
Aut hority, and the Town of Sahuarita and the Devel opnent
Servi ces Departnent.

Qur discussions with the State Land Depart nent
revol ved around rights-of-way, acquisitions, |ease
applications, and anticipated tinelines.

Wth the Tucson Airport Authority, they shared
that they were in negotiations with a devel oper for the
| and surroundi ng the Sonoran Substation. They had
stated that their preference was that for Route 1 to be
south of the existing or the TEP/ WAPA transm ssion |ine.
They stated that this would optim ze the devel opnent
envel ope for the devel oper with whomthey were in
negoti ati ons.

Wth the Town of Sahuarita, our discussions
focused primarily on outreach specifically to the
comunities in their town and how t he project would
benefit their town. This neeting also led to a briefing
with town council during a study session on
January 26t h.

Addi tional |y, because of the blanket invitation
to the public for direct conversations to discuss the
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project, we had four phone calls, which was a noted
i ncrease fromzero previously.

Al so, at the end of March, the suitability
assessnent video that we had posted to our webpage had
83 views, so basically viral.

M5. GRABEL: (Laughing.) |'msorry.

A BY MR BRYNER I'Ill be getting his autograph
| at er.

So then we noved into Phase 4, which was a
det ai | ed anal ysis that was conducted by subject matter
experts who revi ewed each of the 75 route segnents that
were still under consideration wth respect to the
evaluation criteria that had been devel oped t hrough
public outreach to reflect the comunities' val ues.

The conpatibility analysis resulted in the
identification of four route alternatives and the
elimnation of 19 route segnents from further
consi der ati on.

The four alternative routes are illustrated
with solid lines of differing colors on Slide 82. One
of the routes, Route 3A which is shown in pink, was
essentially a subroute to Route 3 and invol ved buil di ng
a parallel line instead of co-locating the existing
facilities. Each of these routes were revi ewed and
verified in the field to confirmtheir viability and
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then shared with stakehol ders and the public.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO The second round of
outreach with tri bes spanned both Phases 4 and 5. On
February 19th, a project status update letter was sent
to the 11 Native Anerican tribes informng them of the
detai |l ed anal ysis and our four routes -- our four
alternative routes that had been identified.

In the letter, TEP invited representatives to
i ndi vidual briefings to discuss the project and answer
any questions. W received no requests for these
neetings fromthe tribes this tine.

On March 11th, TEP sent followup e-mails to
the tribes indicating that of the four alternative
routes, Routes 1 and Route 3 had been decided to be
carried forward as part of our application for the CEC
Two tribes responded requesting review of the Class 1
cultural resources report when avail abl e.

As we did our first round -- as we did with our
first round of engagenent, TEP sent out postcard nailers
to all the residents and | andowners within the
notification area. This tinme we also informed themwth
an e-mai|l blast of the next open house. W nade sone
changes to the street notification signs, increasing
themfrom 24 by 36 to 36 by 48 and choosing different
| ocati ons.
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Newspaper ads and soci al nedia canpaigns ran
for two weeks |l eading up to the open house, and all of
our notification nmethods pointed the viewers back to our
proj ect webpage which had all the of the project status
update information as well as the open house | ocation.

We held our third and final agency briefing on
March 3rd and the final open house on March 4th. During
the neeting, we infornmed the public about the
conpati bility analysis and sought feedback on the
al ternative routes.

On April 28th, TEP sent out a final round of
e-mails to the 11 Native Anerican tribes. This e-mail
was noticed that TEP had selected Route 1 and 3 as part
of our CEC application and that we had filed our
application on April 17th.

W al so shared our Cass 1 cultural resources
report with the tribes by way of a secure ShareFile
link. And also prior to filing the application to the
CEC, TEP attended a neeting of the Four Southern Tribes
Cul tural Resources Wrking Goup on March 20th. This
was held at the Ak-Chin Indian Comunity in Maricopa.

During this neeting, we reconmtted oursel ves
to honest and sincere engagenent with the tribes and
citing the work that we had done on this project as an
exanple. This was an opportunity to neet face to face,
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share a neal, and devel op rel ati onshi ps and trust.

So the results of Phase 5, our outreach efforts
i ncluded, again, the participation of 19 stakehol der
agencies, and this tinme we had 55 attendees of our
publ i ¢ open house.

During the open house, TEP team spoke with
peopl e, answering questions and clarifying details about
each route that we were proposing. In total, we
recei ved 20 public comrents during the neeting,
responding directly to the routes and their preferences
or opposition for each.

In the neeting, we received 14 conments in
preference for Route 1. W received two in preference
for Route 3 or 3A. There was one letter in opposition
to Route 2. And, generally, there was support for the
proj ect as a whol e.

So | want to be clear here that the conmments
that we received showing a strong preference for Route 1
and sonme preference for Route 3 were strictly fromthis
open house. Each route at sone point during the siting
process received comments in opposition. However,
general |y speaki ng, when we expl ained that the routes
bei ng proposed woul d be co-|ocated on existing
facilities and not proposing additional |ines,
commenters didn't have further comrent.
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W al so received two letters fromtriba
nati ons describing no effect, finding of no effect, and
no additi onal neetings were requested.

A BY MR BRYNER So as a result of the feedback
that we received by the public and stakehol der groups,
as well as the higher costs and greater environnental
and | and use inpacts, TEP nmade the decision to elimnate
two of the routes.

So Route 2, which is the route that goes kind
of down the center along Al vernon Way was elim nated, as
wel | as Route 3A which was that subalternative to
Route 3 that had contenplated building a parallel |ine
to the existing infrastructure.

Route 1 was identified as a proposed route in
the CEC application because it represented the | owest
cost route, it had the highest overall environnenta
conpatibility largely because nost of the route would be
co-located with existing and approved facilities and, as
you just saw, was generally supported by the public.

And Route 3 was also identified as a proposed
route in the CEC application again because it was
primarily co-located with existing facilities and
represents the shortest route. Route 3, as we
menti oned, would cost nore than Route 1 because severa
mles of the existing facilities would need to be
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rebuilt to accommodate the second circuit.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So, in summary, we are
requesti ng approval of Route 1 and Route 3. W have
devel oped these routes through a conprehensive siting
process taking into consideration public input,
environnental factors, constructability, and the cost to
ensure that TEP custoners may continue to have safe and
affordable, reliable electric service to power their
lives.

Q M. Otiz y Pino, before we nove into the |egal
requi rements, please turn to TEP-8, which is the summary
of public outreach conducted with respect to this
proj ect .

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Ckay.

Q Have you seen this docunent before?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO | have.

Q Was it prepared by you or under your direction
and control ?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q Was this docunent provided in response to the
Chai rman' s procedural order --

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q -- specifically at paragraph 167

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q D d TEP provide a supplenent to the summary of
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public outreach?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO  Yes.

Q s a copy of that supplenent marked as
Exhi bit TEP-19?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO | don't have TEP-19.

Q It's one of the | oose exhibits that was handed
out this norning.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q Thank you.

Does that supplenent accurately sunmmarize the
public outreach that was perforned since md-April at
the time the CEC was fil ed?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO It does.
Q Thank you.

And does the summary accurately convey the

public outreach that was perforned?
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.
Q Thank you. W can go ahead and conti nue.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Wl l, before you go into

the legal requirenents, | think nowis a good tine to
take our break. | think the court reporter is probably
r eady.

| think when we get back, before we start going
into the legal requirenents, let's tal k about a tour and
| ook at the route, the proposed route itinerary.
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M5. GRABEL: Sounds great.
CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: Let's take a 10-m nute

recess.
(A recess was taken from4:19 p.m to
4:40 p.m)
CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

Ms. Grabel, | believe we were going to discuss
your Exhibit No. 7 about the potential tour.
M5. GRABEL: That is correct.

Q (BY M5. GRABEL) So | guess I'mgoing to ask
M. Otiz y Pino, have you seen Exhibit TEP-7 before?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO | have.

Q And is this the tour itinerary, script, and
protocol if we decide to take the tour tonorrow?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q Was it prepared by you or under your direction
and control ?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO It was.

Q Wiy don't you give the conmttee a genera
under st andi ng of where we would go if we take a tour,
how |l ong it would be, the tenperature outside on this
summer day. |'mjust Kkidding.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: [t's not sunmer yet.
Q (BY M5. GRABEL) How unconfortable the bus is.
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A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Sure.

So we have several route pauses where we'll be
speaking to a script in the bus. W have two route
stops where we'll get out and di scuss what we see. The
first stop will be at the residential subdivision south
of the Sonora Substation. It will be |ooking primarily
at the TEP/ WAPA and Route 3 -- Route 1 -- | apol ogi ze --
corridor in that area.

Fromthere we'll pass through this south Swan
nei ghborhood. We'll get to WI not Road and conti nue
south. W don't get to the end of that residential area
along Wilnot. W'Ill get about halfway down. It wll be
enough to get a character of the nei ghborhood -- feel
for the character of the nei ghborhood.

W' || then double back to Pause No. 5 at
Sahuarita Road, headi ng west to Pause Nunber 7, which is
fromthe KOP 6 within the Sahuarita Acres subdi vi sion.

So sonething inportant to note that, actually,
fromthe No. 2 by the Sonoran Substation to No. 7, al
of that section of Route 3 is -- you can't get to.
There's no roads that you can get to that section of the
line. So the closest we can get to it fromthe south is
No. 7 fromthat Sahuarita Acres subdivision.

Fromthere, we'll continue south and getting to
the Country Club Road and Toro Road intersection where
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the two lines cross the intersection diagonally. And
then, again, we'll have our final stop at the edge of
t he Sahuarita Hi ghl ands subdi vi si on.

This total route will take about two and a half
hours with anticipating about 15-m nute stops. And |
think our tenperatures are expected in the md- to high
90s tonorrow.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: And what was the total
duration of the tour?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO About two and a half
hour s.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And that's assum ng how
much tinme at the stops?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO About 15 m nutes.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Wel |, nenbers, are you
interested in a tour, or do you think we can forgo the
tour ?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairnman, personally, |
don't think we need a tour if we're going to | ook at
pol es that are going to be replaced by the sane pol es.
| think I can visualize that here, so -- ny opinion.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: And | think the virtua
tour is pretty good because it was the aerial shots. W
could see the |l ocations of the houses and the character
of the nei ghbor hoods.
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It seens that nost of the -- well, the entire
line, Route 1, is either going to be a -- it's going to
be just a new conductor on existing poles or there's a
new build section that's going to be parallel to
exi sting lines.

And then for 3, the bulk of that is also
co-located and there's a section that's going to be a
rebuild, but they had to take out the existing poles and
replace themwith simlar poles that could take a second
circuit, but it's not going to be -- there's not poles
going in where before there were none. So |I'minclined
that the tour is not necessary.

MEMBER FANT: | agree.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: There seens to be general
consensus of the conmittee.

Al right. Wll, then, we will not do a tour
in the norning. W can proceed with the case.

M5. GRABEL: Wbhohoo.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: So you can nmake the call
and cancel the buses.

M5. GRABEL: Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: W th that, | guess we'll go
back to your direct case with -- you' re about to go on
the legal requirenents for notice.

M5. GRABEL: Indeed, we were. Thank you,
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M. Chairnman.

Q (BY M5. GRABEL) So, M. Otiz y Pino, will you
pl ease turn to Slide 90.

Now we're going to wal k through the | egal
requi rements, starting with the 10-year plan. And in
addition to Slide 90, will you please turn to
Exhi bit TEP-9.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Sure. M. Gabel, can I
go ahead and interrupt really quickly? Because we do
have an answer to Menber Little's question about the
transm ssion pole typical w dth.

Q Sur e thing.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: Excel | ent.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO So we spoke with our
engi neering departnent, and they do not have a base
circunference for the rebuild section on Section G

At this stage and since engi neeri ng has not
been conpleted for the project, they just don't have
what that wdth would be. So it's kind of a nonanswer,
but -- until further engi neering.

Q Thank you.

And | know that Menber Di Ciccio had a question
for you. He's not here. | don't knowif we want to
answer that in his absence.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFCORD: | think he's outside on the
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phone.

M5. GRABEL: Perhaps we'll wait till he gets
back t hen.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Yeah. Either if he gets
back before public comment, | guess you can. |If he
cones back for public comment, | guess you would
probably wait until the norning.

M5. GRABEL: Ckay.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: But we'll have plenty of

time since we're not doing two and a half hours of tour.

M5. GRABEL: Excellent.
CHAI RMAN STAFFORD:  Thank you
Q (BY M5. GRABEL) So then goi ng back
M. Otizy Pino, if you'll turn to Exhibit TEP-9, is
this an excerpt from TEP' s 10-year plan for 2026 that
lists this project?
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.
Q Dd TEP file this 10-year plan as required by
state statute?
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Correct, yes.
Q And pl ease turn to Page 91 and also -- or,
rather, Slide 91, and al so Exhi bit TEP-10A.
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Ckay.
Q Exhibit 10A is the notice of hearing in this
matter, dated April 17, 2026; correct?
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A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Correct.

Q And if we could turn to Slide 92 and
Exhibit TEP-10B. 1Is this the proof of publication of
the notice of hearing published in the Arizona Daily
Star?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO It is.

Q And the Arizona Daily Star is a newspaper of
general circulation in the project area; correct?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q Did TEP publish notice twice in the Arizona
Daily Star, on April 23rd and April 24th?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q And if we could turn to Slide 93.

Does this slide show that TEP provi ded copies
of the CEC application to the | ocations required by the
Chairman's April 17th procedural order?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q And did you hand-deliver copies of the
| ocations to the two |libraries?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO | did.

Q And this docunent is found in docunent TEP-10C
correct?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Correct.

Q And if we could turn to Slide 94, what does
this slide depict?
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A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO This slide depicts the
| ocations -- a map of the | ocations where we placed our
notification signs for the hearing.

In the mddle, it's photo evidence of the
| ocations of those signs as they were installed, with
t he addresses of where they were installed, as well as
an exanple of the sign that was install ed.

Q And were signs posted -- were these signs,
rather, posted in the general vicinity of where they
were identified on the map to the left?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q And is the map of sign |ocations marked as
Exhi bit TEP-10D?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q And the pictures in the mddle of this slide,
did you take those pictures or were they taken at your
di rection?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO They were taken at ny
di rection.

Q Were the signs posted at | east 20 days before
the hearing was set to begin as required by the
April 17th procedural order?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes, they were.

Q And are the phot ographs shown in the m ddl e of
this slide included as Exhibit TEP-10E?
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A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO  Yes.

Q And turning to Exhibit TEP-10F, is this an
exanpl e of the contents of the notice signs?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q And does that align with the picture on the
right of Slide 947

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO It does.

Q And please turn to Slide 95 and also go to
TEP- 10G

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Ckay.

Q Are the contents of TEP-10G simlar to what is
di spl ayed on Slide 95?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q And what do those depict?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO They depict the notice of
jurisdiction to the Arizona State Land Departnent, the
City of Tucson, Pima County, and the Town of Sahuarita.

Q So just to clarify, so they depict proof that
TEP mai |l ed copies of the notice of hearing to the
affected jurisdictions you just nentioned; correct?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q And please turn to Slide 96 and al so
Exhi bit TEP-11.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO kay.

Q What does this depict?
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A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO This is an invoice and
the receipt for the filing fee for the CEC

Q So this denonstrates that we paid the requisite
filing fee to the Arizona Corporation Comm ssion
correct?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Q Did TEP al so direct communications with the ACC
busi ness office confirmng that TEP would cover the
expenses of this CEC hearing above and beyond the filing
fee?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

Thank you

And did TEP do so on April 20, 20267

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.

kay. Now if you could turn to Slide 97.

So we' ve just gone through the basic |egal
requi rements outlined in statute and regulation. But in
addition to the legal notice that's required by law, did
TEP perform addi ti onal outreach concerning the hearing
inthis mtter?

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO W did.

Q Pl ease wal k through it.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO |I'msorry. Say that
again.

Q Pl ease wal k through it.
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A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Sure.

So simlar to our outreach efforts for every
previ ous outreach with open houses, we nail ed
notifications, postcard nmailers, to | andowners and
resi dents, business owners, honeowner associations, and
current occupants of 2,923 residents' addresses.

W also sent a simlar e-mail notification.
This time we sent it to 1,924 e-mails, including all of
those within TEP' s service territory, as well as 64
agency representatives, 22 elected officials, and
17 tribal nenbers.

We had a social nedia canpai gn on Facebook and
Instagramthat ran from April 27th through tonorrow
advertising for this hearing. W also had our webpage
updated with all the information for this hearing,

i ncluding the application, the transcripts, and the
exhibits for each of the hearing conferences.
Q Excel | ent.

And before we conclude our presentation and
actual ly answer the question Menber Di G ccio had, wll
you please turn to TEP Exhibit 20, which is the |ast of
our late-filed exhibits.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Ckay.
Q Is this a copy of the staff letter that was
docketed in the ACC s docket for this line siting

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

L-00000C-26-0125-00261 VOL. | 05/26/2026

proj ect ?
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes, it is.
Q Thank you.
And is it an accurate copy of the letter that
was docket ed?
A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Yes.
M5. GRABEL: And with that, M. Chairman, |
would i ke to admt TEP' s Exhibits 1 through 20. |
believe I got themall.

CHAl RMAN STAFFCORD: | ndeed you have.

TEP Exhibits 1 through 9, Exhibits 10A through

10G and Exhibits 11 through 20 are admtted.
M5. GRABEL: Thank you.
CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: Because there's not a
separate 10. It's just it's all 10A --
MS. GRABEL: Correct.
CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.
Q (BY M5. GRABEL) And | don't know who -- if

M. Otizy Pino or M. Bryner would like to talk to the

guestion that Menber D G ccio rai sed.

M. Bryner?
A BY MR BRYNER Yeah, |'Il address.
Q And as | recall, this is about a portion of

Route 2, the elimnated route?
A BY MR BRYNER Sure. Do you want ne to
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rephrase the question that was raised?

Q That woul d be great.

A BY MR BRYNER Ckay. So during the break,
Menber Di G ccio had a question, and we just wanted to
make sure that we addressed it on the record.

And if we can turn to the application, yeah
Page 82 in the application, which is TEP-1.

So this is a map that depicts graphically or
visually the results of our conpatibility analysis that
was Phase 4 of our siting study. So I knowit's kind of
tiny up there.

But the question was with respect to the red

line that you see -- sothe red line along -- this is
Route 2. It was along Al vernon Way t hat was consi der ed,
wel |, kind of towards the latter end of our siting

st udy.

And so why was that line red? So red neans,
typically, bad. So in this case, yeah, it neant it was
| ess conpatible, and the reason why it was | ess
conpati ble was for a variety of reasons.

In this conmpatibility analysis, as | testified
earlier, we had subject matter experts that | ooked at
each segnent we were | ooking at and eval uated t hem one
by one by one for a nunber of different things. This
one scored very poorly wth respect to its adjacency to
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residential properties. There were hones on either side
of the route with no existing line there.

Also, it had pretty high visual inpacts to
those residential areas. |If you recall, one of the
bi ggest things that was brought up by the public was
"Hey, please preserve our views of the nountains.” This
woul d have had i npacts where none exi st today.

Al so, right-of-way acquisition, we don't have
any transmssion facilities there. The right-of-way is
not wi de enough. W would need to purchase private
easenents throughout that area, which would |ikely cost
quite a bit, and so it al so scored very poorly on cost
conpatibility or how expensive this segnent woul d be.

So in conposite, it scored poorly on many of
those and so it was red, one of the reasons why it was
el i m nat ed.

MEMBER DICICCIO  So that's not really -- |

nmean, | just want to be up front about this. It was an
even nore sinple question, like, what's there? And it's
residents. That's all | needed to know. You guys are

overconplicating a sinple question.

|"mjust letting you know. It's not your
fault. I1t's that guy's fault over there that came over
here and barged into a sinple question.

So it was that sinple: Wuat's there?
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So | didn't need an overconplicated question,
because that's not what | was | ooking for. | was just
| ooking for what was there. That's it.

BY MR BRYNER  You got your answer?

MEMBER DICICCIO | got it. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you, M. Bryner.

did appreciate that additional informtion.

Any ot her questions from nenbers?

Al right. It is alnost 5 o' clock. W wll be
returning at 5:30 for public coment.

l"mlooking to Ms. Grabel. You have the forns
ready for the public? They can participate either in
person or online or on the phone; correct?

M5. GRABEL: W do, yes. And we do have one
final conclusory slide. | don't knowif M. Otizy
Pino wants to read it. It will save nme from doing a
cl osi ng argunent, so there you go.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: | thought you m ght want to
wait until after public comment in case you want to have
any rebuttal testinony and then do your cl osing.

M5. GRABEL: W can do that. Sure.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Ckay. That works.

So are we waiting to do this to --

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: You're going to do the
concl usi on si de.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

L-00000C-26-0125-00261 VOL. | 05/26/2026

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Her closing?

M5. GRABEL: Yeah.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: No. She's going to do that
probably in the norning after public comrent in case you
guys need to address any issues that cone up in public
coment. So you may have sone nore testinony conming in
t he nor ni ng.

A BY MR ORTIZ Y PINO Understood.

Ckay. So in conclusion of our study of the
Santa Rita Connection Project, we've addressed the needs
and benefits to inprove the reliability and resiliency
of the electric transm ssion system It wll strengthen
the regional electric grid, and it mtigates the risks
of transmi ssion circuit overl oad under contingency
conditions. As well, coupled with the planned Sant a
Rita Substation, it will provide additional capacity to
serve the town of Sahuarita and its surroundi ng
conmuni ti es.

Wth respect to environnental conpatibility of
the project, it bal ances the need for an adequate,
econom cal, and reliable supply of electric power and
the effects to the environnent and the ecol ogy of the
state.

It mnimzes inpacts on environnental factors
considered by the commttee and is consistent with the
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applicabl e | and use plans and poli cies.

M5. GRABEL: Thank you very nuch. That
concl udes our presentation

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Al right. Wll, it's
almost 5:00. We will take a recess until 5:30, at which
point we will conme back and take public coment. And
we'll stay here until at least 6:00 p.m to allow the
public the opportunity to comment, but we may not have
that nmuch to fill the entire half hour. |[If that's the
case, then we'll go off the record and wait and stay
here until at |east 6:00.

So wth that, we stand in recess.

(A recess was taken from4:58 p.m to

5:30 p.m)

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
recor d.

Now is the tine set for public coment.

At present, we have no nenbers of the public
signed up to speak that are here in the room

I'"'mlooking to the AV team |Is there anyone

online or on the phone? No.

Al right. Wll, we will remain here until
6:00 to allow the public the opportunity to coment. In
the nmeantine, we'll go off the record and wait for

anyone to show up.
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(A recess was taken fromb5:31 p.m to

5:38 p.m)

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
recor d.

W have sone nenbers of the public to coment.

First we'll start with John Dougherty. Pl ease
spell your last nane for the court reporter.

JOHN DOUGHERTY: Thank you, conmttee, and
ot her fol ks who are here from TEP, and the general
public. | went to the wong casino, so that's why it
took ne alittle bit. | went down to Pima M ne Road. |
didn't know there were two Desert D anond Casi nos.

But anyway, ny nane is John Dougherty. [|I'm
executive director of Save the Scenic Santa Ritas. It's
an environnental group that has been working for
30 years to stop open pit copper mning in the Santa
Ri ta Mount ai ns.

And so ny comments here today are based on what
| read in the application and the introduction to the
application. And | respectfully request the commttee
suspend all further consideration of Tucson Electric
Power's application for a certificate of environnental
conpatibility for the Santa Rita project until TEP
submts a revised application that includes approval of
the Santa Rita Substation. The Santa Rita Substation is
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a crucial part of the project, but, inexplicably, it has
been excluded from TEP' s application.

| quote, "Wiile approval of the Santa Rita
Substation is not requested as part of the certificate
of environnental conpatibility, the benefits of the
project cannot be fully realized without it."

That's fromthe introduction, Application For
Certificate of Environnental Conpatibility, Santa Rita
Connection Project, Page 7 in Roman nuneral s.

It's obvious why the project's benefits cannot
be fully realized without the Santa Rita Substati on.

The project originates at the existing Sonoran

138-kil ovolt substation and term nates at the planned
Santa Rita 138-kilovolt substation, so it's an obvious
part of this project.

How can the endpoint of the project not be
included in TEP's application for a CEC? It nmakes no
sense.

Furthernore, TEP also states "The Santa Rita
Substation wll provide additional capacity and
reliability to over 14,000 distribution custoners in the
area. It would also allow TEP to retire the 46-kilovolt
subtransm ssi on system serving the town of Sahuarita.”

The Santa Rita Substation is clearly a pivotal
part of the project, and it should be included in TEFP s
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application for a CEC. Wy, then, does TEP want to keep
It out?

The public evidence |I've reviewed strongly
i ndi cates that TEP is not seeking approval of the Santa
Rita Substation to avoid public disclosure of the
project's direct connection to the proposed Copper Wrld
m ne. Copper World is planning to construct a
138-kilovolt Toro switch on property imedi ately west of
TEP' s pl anned 138-kilovolt Santa Rita Substation.

The Toro Switchyard will connect to the Santa
Rita Substation. | brought a map here. |It's probably
hard for you to see it, but there's the Toro Sw tchyard.
If you look to the Ieft on your map there, there's a
little white rectangle. That white rectangle is owned
by Hudbay, and that's where they're going to build the
Toro Switchyard, and the Toro Switchyard is going to
connect to the Santa Rita Substation

And once that happens, the Toro Switchyard w |
be energized, and it will then transmt electricity
al ong the 138-kilovolt power line that was approved in
2012 on a separate CEC, right down to Santa Rita Road,
right out to the mne site.

| nexplicably, the Santa Rita Substation is not
in this CEC, because they don't want to discl ose that
this is going to be the power source for the Copper
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Wrld m ne.

And by approving this project, you' re not just
approvi ng one power |ine that runs fromthe Sonoran
Substation down to the Santa Rita Substation, you're
approvi ng, in essence, the construction of a second
power line that's going to go fromthe Santa Rita
Substation into Toro Switchyard, 9 mles across the
Santa Rita Road to Copper Wrld's mne site on the base
of the Santa Rita Mountains. The public has no idea
because TEP has not discl osed that.

Wiy is the Santa Rita Substation not included?
That's why. They don't want the discussion to turn to
Copper Wrld at all. But you guys have the opportunity
to do what's right and ask TEP to sinply resubmt their
application and include the Santa Rita Substation as

part of the application.

It's astounding. How could you not include the

substation as part of the application when it's the
term nus for the project?

And it also feeds all these other power |ines
over here to the sout hwest which TEP says need to have
the substation installed to create redundant, you know,
duplication so you don't have power outages down there.

Anot her key thing here, this power line wll
bi sect the Santa Rita Experinental Range, which TEP
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states prohibits construction of new power |ines.

| quote, "The Santa Rita Experinental Range,
| ocated at the southern end of the study area, is a
dedi cated native rangel and research area that prohibits
t he devel opnent of new transmi ssion |lines."

That's Exhibit Bl, Santa Rita Connection Line
Siting Study, TEP, March 26th, Page 5.

Well, that's rather astounding to hear, because
in 2012, the CEC was -- the Corporation Comm ssion in a
line siting committee granted TEP the right to build a
power line fromthe Toro Switchyard right next to the
Santa Rita Substation, right across the Santa Rita
Experi nental Range.

So what's going on here? You can either put it
across the range or you can't.

In TEP' s pendi ng 804-page CEC application, TEP
has not disclosed the fact that the project is crucial
to providing power needed to operate the Copper Wrld
m ne. The conpany appears to be taking the position
that since the Santa Rita Substation is not part of the
pendi ng CEC application, it doesn't have to reveal that
the project's 138-kilovolt power line running fromthe
Sonoran Substation to the Santa Rita Substation will
provi de the power for Copper Wrld via the Santa Rita
substation's connection to Copper Wrld's swtchyard.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

L-00000C-26-0125-00261 VOL. | 05/26/2026 161

| nmean, cone on. Let's tell the truth, folKks.
Let's tell the truth about what is going on here. They
have not told you the truth. This slight of hand has
been facilitated by public officials, including
Sahuarita nmayor Thomas Mirphy during a January 26th
public neeting where TEP officials made a presentation
to the council and public on the project.

Mur phy asked Christopher Otiz y Pino, TEP' s
proj ect manager for siting, outreach, and engagenent, if
there was any |ink between the project and Toronto- based
Hudbay M neral s, the owner of Copper Wrl d.

| was sitting there. | heardit. And this is
what Murphy asked M. Otiz y Pino. "Just because |
know there's sone concerns, this really is just
connected to having future capacity and growh. This is
not connected to Hudbay in any way, is it?"

That's the mayor asking TEP's representative,
and the representative replied, "No." No.

A few mnutes later, | had a conversation with
M. Otizy Pino, and he confirnmed to ne that the Santa
Rita Substation would directly connect with the Toro
Switchyard. That's a pretty basic fact that's not
di scl osed anywhere in the CEC application.

It gets worse. An unnaned TEP enpl oyee, about
a nonth later in February, a citizen left a voicemail on
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t he conpany's outreach line asking if the project is
for, quote, the proposed mne they're going to build in
the Santa Rita Muntains.

An unnaned TEP enpl oyee cal |l ed the person back,
according to notes of the conversation, and told the
person the project has nothing to do with the m ne.
Nothing to do with the m ne.

| explained -- quote, "I explained that it was
not for the mne."

Then the person went on to ask, "If it's not
for the mne, it sure looks like it's the same |ine.
Howis it different?"

Because, you know, the TEP |line fromthe Toro
Swtchyard for the mne is going to go right on the sane
pathway as this line |l eaving the Toro Substation out to
the Santa Rita Road.

So the person said, you know, | explained that
Route 1 alternative would be a double-circuit option
t hat woul d take advantage of the planned Copper Wrld
138-kilovolt Iine and share the structures at the double
circuit all the way back to the substation. That's
Exhi bit J10, Public Conments Received, redacted,

Page 779.

This answer only tells half the story. Wile

it's true the project's 138-kilovolt power |ine could
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share a short section of TEP' s 138-kilovolt power |ine
structure for Copper Wrld, it failed to explain that
the project would also provide the power for the mne
via the Santa Rita Substation and tie into Copper
Wrld s Toro Switchyard. That should be in the CEC
application and it's not.

So, again, the project wll run a 138-kilovolt
power line fromthe Sonoran Substation to the Santa Rita
Substation, and the Santa Rita Substation will connect
to Copper Wrld' s Toro Switchyard, which will then allow
a separate TEP 138-kilovolt power line to head east
across the Santa R ta Experinental Range and connect to
Copper Vorl d.

TEP is totally aware of this. They were
granted a CEC on June 12, 2012, Case No. 164, commms,

L- 00000- 11- 0400- 00164, Deci sion No. 73232.

At this point, the public has no clue that the
project will result in tw 138-kilovolt power |ines, nor
does the public know that the project's connection is
going to enpower the Toro Switchyard for the Copper
World m ne.

The fact that the Santa Rita Substation is
critical infrastructure necessary to operate the Copper
Wrld mne is all the nore reason it should be included
in TEP' s pendi ng CEC application.
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In conclusion, | respectfully request the
commttee to suspend consideration of TEP's CEC
application until the conmpany submts an anended
application that includes the Santa Rita Substati on.

The anmended application should describe in
detail the Santa Rita Substation's connection to Copper
Wrld' s Toro Switchyard, the Toro Switchyard's
connection to TEP's 138-kilovolt power |ine that was
approved in the 2012 CEC, and TEP's 138-kil ovolt power
line crossing the Santa Rita Experinmental Range to
Copper Wrld's mne site, when TEP now states in its
pendi ng CEC that the Santa Rita Experinental Range
doesn't all ow any new power |ines.

So pl ease contact ne with any questions. |
| ook forward to the commttee taking action in the
public interest and requiring TEP to anend its CEC
application and disclose what is really going on here

before you nove forward with approving this project.

Save the Scenic, our group, has no problemwth

you guys building the project if it needs to supply
electricity to other communities where they've had power
failures, but we have a huge issue when you're doing it
under the table and hiding it fromthe public. That is
not acceptabl e.

And we hope that this commttee does the right
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thing and just says, "Hey, resubmt your application and
di scl ose the truth about the connection between the
Santa Rita Substation and the Toro switchyard."

| have witten comments. | don't know if |
shoul d provide themto you nowor if |I can mail themin
or whatever the procedure is. |If sonebody can inform ne
afterwards, | would be glad to do it. [If you want to
take a closer |look at the diagram | have it here as
wel | .

| appreciate the opportunity to appear today.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Thank you. M. Dougherty,
could you pl ease spell your |ast nane for the court
reporter.

JOHN DOUGHERTY: Sure. It's DOUGHERT-Y.

And |' m Executive Director of Save the Scenic
Santa Ritas Association.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Thank you, sir.

JOHN DOQUGHERTY: Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: All right. W have a
Dottie Wight. D d you wish to speak? You had a
guestion mark whether you wanted to speak or not on the
form

DOTTI E WRI GHT:  John covered everyt hi ng.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: There are no ot her public
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comrenters in the room

Do we have any online? No.

Al right. Well, we will be here until at

| east 6:00 to all ow anybody el se fromthe public the

opportunity to speak.

record.

In the neantine, we'll go off the record.
(A recess was taken from5:53 p.m to

6: 02 p.m)

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the

It is now 6: 02, and there are no ot her nenbers

of the public here to nmake comment.

Wth that, we wll recess until tonorrow

norning at 9:00 a. m

(The proceedi ngs recessed at 6:02 p.m)
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STATE OF ARl ZONA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF YUWVA. )

BE | T KNOMWN t hat the foregoing proceedi ngs were
taken before nme; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done
to the best of nmy skill and ability; that the
proceedi ngs were taken down by ne in shorthand and
thereafter reduced to print under ny direction

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out conme her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethica
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) and (2).

DATED this 31st day of May, 2026, at Yunsm,

Wt Sl

M CHELE E. BALMER
Arizona Certified Reporter
No. 50489

Ari zona.

| CERTIFY that GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CE, LLC,
has conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACJA 7-206(J)(1).

s s

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CE, LLC
Arizona Registered Firm
No. R1035
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