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CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back
on the record, continuation of the hearing on Line Siting
Case Nunber 246.

Ms. G abel .

M5. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairman. |
call M. Cdark Bryner. And still sworn in, M. Bryner
and M. Hesse and Ms. Mari nez.

Q M. Bryner, when we finished |ast night we were
going to start with the biol ogical resources but do you
have any additional information you would |ike to provide
to Menber Little with respect to the question she asked
about System | npact Studies and the difference between
that and what we do internally?

A (MR. BRYNER) Sure.

Yeah, | just wanted to el aborate a little bit
for Menber Little. | felt |like ny answer was pretty
i nadequat e about the pretty report. So basically your
question was about the System I npact Studies and the
Transm ssi on Performance Assessnent Study that we
performed, and what's the difference between the two. W
est abl i shed yesterday that basically we're doing the sane
studies. And that is correct, we're doing the sane
studies for both. Both are being done for conpliance
w th the NERC Standard TPL-001-5, but they're driven by
two separate things.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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So the System I npact Study is driven by an
I nterconnection, a specific project, could be an
i nterconnection request by a third party. Could be
to -- to Menber Fontes's question about generation and
i nterconnection requests |ike that, and even our own
I nterconnection request, iIf we wanted to add generati on
to our own system we would have to file an
I nterconnection -- interconnection request and perform a
System | npact St udy.

The purpose of that study is to identify if,
hey, as a result of this specific project is it causing
any issues to our systen? And then those issues would
have to be mtigated as part of that project. So whet her
it was a third party, it would be their responsibility to
mtigate it. If it was ourselves, it would be our
responsibility to mtigate it. Wereas the Transm ssi on
System Pl anni ng Perfornmance Assessnent that we perform
annual ly for conpliance wth that NERC standard, and
that's the study that we provided to Com ssion Staff,
that is done just to denonstrate conpliance with that
st andar d.

And, sure, if there were things that were out of
conpl i ance, then we woul d have projects. W do not have
anything that's out of conpliance with that -- wth that
standard and, in fact, this project is not driven by the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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results of a System | npact Study, nor that Transm ssion
System Perfornance Assessnent, it's driven by | oad
gr owt h.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, may | ask?

CHWN STAFFCORD: By all neans.

MEMBER LI TTLE: But the physical conputer
program studi es that are done are simlar, voltage, al
the sanme -- the sane three studies that are done?

MR BRYNER Yes, that's correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. And what we see when
a study is done, generally speaking, by WstConnect or
WECC, it is simlar to your transm ssion study in that it
Is not specific to the addition of one particul ar

project, it's general for the entire area that's being

st udi ed?
MR BRYNER  Correct. Yeah. Those are
| ooking for deficiencies, if you wll, in the system
MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
CHWN STAFFORD:. Ms. G abel.
MS. GRABEL: Thank you.
Q M. Bryner, would you like to continue with the
presentation? | believe it's slide 45.

A (MR BRYNER) Yes, it should be slide 45. kay.
So | know Ms. Marinez spoke in brief about the biological
resources yesterday wth the happy, smley, and neh

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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faces -- or happy, smley, sad, and neh faces. So | just
want to go into a little bit nore detail on the

bi ol ogi cal resources that exist within the project area,
as well as what TEP plans to do to reduce any potenti al
negati ve inpacts to these resources.

So illustrated on the map on slide 45, are the
biotic comunities of the area, so there's actually two
different biotic comunities -- let's see if |I can -- al
right. |It's cooperating today, the pointer is, so in the
yellow area that is the |ower Colorado Ri ver subdi vi sion.
So that's an area that's dom nated by creosote. And then
you have the upper or the Arizona Upland subdivision in
this orange-ish color, and that's an area that's
dom nated nore by desert trees, cacti, and shrubs.

So within this area -- well, one other thing
that | should nmention on this, is while there are these
two biotic communities, the vast nmajority you'll see when
we go on our field tour today has been devel oped for
either agricultural purposes or various devel opnents. So
a lot of that doesn't actually exist today.

In addition, there is no critical habitat for
any federally listed, threatened, or endangered species
in the project area. There are also no inportant bird
areas. There are, however, four wldlife corridors that
Intersect the project area. Those are shown on this map

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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on slide 45 wth black cross-hatching, as well as sone
areas of stippling, little places where it |ooks |ike you
took a pencil and kind of went da-da-da.

So the cross-hatched area, that is the Coyote
| ronwood Tucson linkage, it's a wildlife corridor. And
then the -- the -- trying to renenber if | said that
right. That's the stippled area is that |inkage. And
then the Santa Cruz River wildlife corridor is the
Cross- -- or the hatched area.

So all our project alternatives would be | ocated
wthin these areas near the Gier Substation, as you can
see down here, the Santa Cruz River runs in a
nort hwest/sout heasterly direction, and so all of our
projects would -- would be in the vicinity of those,
however, that said, in that area the only area of ground
di sturbance we woul d have woul d be the placenent of poles
and, where needed, the addition of new access roads.

None of those project activities would result in
fragnentation of the habitat or the ability of wildlife
to be able to nove fromhere to there, and that's really
regardl ess of the alternative that was sel ected.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Qui ck question for you,
Clark. You tal ked about the access roads, are -- of the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 246 VOLUME Il  06/17/2025 173

alternatives that are presented, are there any that have
f ewer new access roads or nore access roads, |ooking at
t he placenat options here, do any of these have fewer

di sturbances that will have to be built or nore? Could
you lay that out for ne?

MR, BRYNER: Understood. Yeah.

So the alternative routes that are in nore
urban areas that are adjacent to paved roadways, we would
just put the poles either directly adjacent to the
roadway, no access road would be required, or slightly
offset. And in that case you m ght have a very short
spur road. So alternative 3, | would -- and this is a
bit of a specul ation, we haven't cal cul ated access roads,
| would say alternative 3 would have the fewest access
roads, but that said, alternatives 1 and 2, they -- while
they don't follow paved roads, they do foll ow ot her
linear infrastructure, either an El Paso gas |ine or an
existing -- it's a-- 1 thinkit's a 34.5-kV line al ong
the Pima County/Pinal County line and so we would utilize
t hose existing access roads and, again, we would spur off
of those.

MEMBER KRYDER  So how nuch difference is
t here between, say, alternative 1 and 2 and 3? | nean,
if you could put themin area apparently, what | just
heard was alternative 3 would have the | east inpact, did

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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| get that right?

MR BRYNER. | would agree with that. And
| would say alternatives 1 and 2 would be very, very
simlar.

MEMBER KRYDER: Very, very simlar to 3.
So, essentially, there's little difference between thenf

MR. BRYNER: Sorry, very simlar to one

anot her.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ch, one anot her.

MR BRYNER So 1 and 2 | would say woul d
be conparable; alternative 3 would be less. | don't

think it's going to be substantially |less. Again, we
don't have a | ot of access roads that we would expect to
build with this project.
MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay. Thank you very rmuch,
M. Chairman.
CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.
Ms. G abel.
MS. GRABEL: Thank you.
Q Pl ease continue, M. Bryner
A (MR BRYNER) Ckay. The one last thing | wanted
to talk about on this slide were recovery areas for two
speci es of experinental popul ations, they are the Sonoran
Pronghorn and the Mexican Wlf. So the project area is
actually | ocated outside the known ranges of these

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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species, but it is wthin the area designated as a
recovery area. But it's far fromany of the areas where
t hese two species, the pronghorn and the wol f, have been
rei ntroduced. And so as a result, none of the
alternative routes would result in an inpact to those
recovery areas.

So as part of our review of biological
resources, we did gather data fromthe U S. Fish and
Wldlife Services Information for Planning and
Consul tation or IPaC tool, as well as the Arizona Gane &
Fi sh Departnent's Heritage Data Managenent System
Envi ronnental Review Tool. As a result of that search we
identified 12 species that were |isted or proposed for
l'isting under the Federal Endangered Species Act that had
the potential to occur within the project area.

And we had a qualified wildlife biol ogist
perform a habitat assessnent, both in the field, as well
as on the desktop, and determ ned that of those 12
protected species only two had the potential to actually
occur within the project area. Those were the California
Least Tern and the Monarch Butterfly. So the California
Least Tern, it's a species of bird, it's listed as
endanger ed under the Endangered Species Act, but it
primarily nests in coastal California, but there is one
known occurrence where it did nest in Maricopa County.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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So we're at the very eastern edge of its range. But
there is suitable habitat along the Santa Cruz Ri ver, and
the bird has been spotted in the area nost recently as

| ast year. That said, none of the project alternatives
woul d be constructed in habitat that woul d be considered
suitable for nesting. And none of the project
alternatives would harmthe species habitat.

The second species was the Monarch Butterfly,
which is |listed as threatened under the Endangered
Species Act. So mgrating Momnarch butterflies, they're
typically found near sources of water. So in the project
study area we do have the Santa Cruz River. W al so have
irrigated fields. So it is possible that they could be
there. They also require m | kweed for reproduction, and
t hose al so nmay exist in the project area.

So while the project would result in sone
vegetation renoval, and it is possible that we could have
some construction vehicles that would strike Mnarch
butterflies, we do not believe that our project would
result inthe -- in harmto this species or would affect
its continued existence.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Question, the Monarch
Butterfly is endangered or | heard |last -- the | ast

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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information | had it was bei ng consi dered, has that
consi derati on been taken?

MR BRYNER So it's listed as threatened.

MEMBER KRYDER: It is threatened.

MR BRYNER So it's kind of one |evel
bel ow endanger ed.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. But it is |listed as
t hr eat ened?

MR, BRYNER:  Correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

CHWN STAFFORD: No probl em

M. Bryner, the Monarchs are magratory,
aren't they?

MR, BRYNER:  Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wiat's -- what tinme of year
are they mgrating through Arizona?

MR. BRYNER: That's a good questi on.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Because they're not present
here a ot of the tine, are they? M recollection of
testi nony about Monarch butterflies from prior cases.

MR BRYNER: So it |ooks |like they nay
overwi nter here on their way through. So wi ntertine.

CHWN STAFFORD: So we probably won't see
any today, then?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR BRYNER It doesn't sound like it,
unl ess we've got a confused butterfly.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And you said there's
potential for sonme mlkweed in the area sonewhere al ong
t he route?

MR. BRYNER:  Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Have any been observed or

is it just --

MR- BRYNER We don't have, from our
bi ol ogi st that reviewed, they did not docunent any -- any
m | kweed.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman, thank you

There's a statenent in the application that
says, "Timng vegetation renpoval to avoid renoval of
nectar resources, flowering plants and | arval resources,
m | kweed, as feasible, would prevent nortality for
foragi ng and breedi ng Monarchs,"” which seened |like a
reasonable mtigation neasure to ne. But it's not
included in the mtigation neasures that were proposed on
page 94. |I'mjust wondering if the applicant would
object to including that in the mtigati on nmeasures?

MR BRYNER Can you reread that one nore
time to ne?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Excuse ne. "Timng

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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vegetation renoval to avoid renoval of nectar resources
and | arval resources, as feasible, would prevent
nortality to foragi ng and breedi ng Monarchs."

MR BRYNER We woul d not object to adding
that to our list of -- of resource protection neasures.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: And qui ck foll ow up, when
is the Monarch's breedi ng season?

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: They migrate from deeply
bel ow t he equator to southern Canada. And they pass
through and tend toward the cooler climates. And as they
pass through, that's when they seek the m | kweed for
nectar and occasionally, depending on the tenperature,

t he anbi ent tenperature for reproduction, but that's the
reason nost of the reproduction is done in cooler
climates as would be now in Oregon and the north now.

MEMBER MERCER: They migrate 3,000 mles --

CHWN STAFFORD:. Get your mc closer.

MEMBER MERCER: They migrate 3,000 mles
into Mexi co and bet ween Novenber and March

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

MR. BRYNER: Thank you for the infornmation.
Also, | need to correct nyself, it's proposed to be
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listed as threatened. So, Menber Kryder, he's follow ng
it much nore closely.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch.

MR, BRYNER: And | think the question was
about breeding. W don't have when it breeds in our --
in our report right here, so | don't know. W can | ook
that up if it's of interest, but also, just in | ooking
closer to our report here that's in our application, it
says that they could occur any tinme of the year. But
it's nost |likely that they would be present, not so nuch
in the winter, but June to August and Novenber to March,
that woul d be kind of when they're passing through.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Gkay. That's when the
mgration takes them as they're going north and as
t hey' re com ng back south, then?

MR, BRYNER:  Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: |'mjust trying to figure
out if there -- if you had any information about whet her
or not they're breeding as they pass through the state or
Is that sonmething that occurs further north or further
sout h, depending on the tine of year.

MR BRYNER: Yeah, | don't know that.
renmenber watching a special on Monarch butterflies years
ago, and | think they do their breeding in Mexico, but I
coul d be wong.
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CHWN STAFFORD: That's what | thought. But
| just -- we've tal ked about the presence of -- because
t hey can pass through here, they mgrate through here
every year and they forage here, but then the m | kweed is
required for their breedi ng purposes, because that's what
the larva eat, but if they're not going to breed in this
state, then the presence of mlkweed is | ess inportant
than if it's a place where they're actually going to
breed. That's why | was trying to get a little nore
information on that, so --

MR BRYNER: Ckay.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Al so for nectar, so they --
it's a food source, it's a humm ngbird feeder.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Pl ease conti nue,

M. Bryner.

MR BRYNER: Al right.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD:. Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: What's the difference
between a wildlife crossing area and a wildlife
connectivity corridor? There's a map that shows a
crossing area over by where the OM Head Switchyard is
going to be in the application. Sorry, it's not shown
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t here.

MR. BRYNER  Yeah, so the wildlife
connectivity areas, those are wldlife novenent corridors
trying to get fromone habitat to anot her, versus the
wldlife -- the crossing that's going to be placed where
wldlife can cross over a specific otherw se barrier,
such as 1-10, the Central Arizona Project canal --

MEMBER LI TTLE: | see.

MR BRYNER -- things |like that.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. That was j ust
because | was curious.

MR. BRYNER. Ckay. Wll, let's talk a
little bit about the resource protection neasures that we
do propose. So, as | nentioned, going over those
federally listed species that we don't believe that wll
have an inpact with this project on either the California
Least Tern nor the Monarch Butterfly, but since there is
sone ground di sturbance, there will be inpacts to
bi ol ogi cal resources, and so we want to do what we can to
m nim ze those.

And we know that, based on sone past
hearings, it's been of interest to point these specific
resource protection neasures out to the commttee. And |
do want to call themout where they're listed in the
application, in Exhibit C and Exhibit D of the
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application. And we wll commt to the additional
resource conservation -- oOr resource conservati on nmeasure
t hat Menber Little proposed just a few m nutes ago. But
|l et ne go over these other ones that we have.

So just in summary we woul d follow the
gui deli nes that are under the Avian Power Line
Interaction Commttee, or APLIC, to design our facilities
to mnimze electrocution to avian species. W would
i mpl enent standard constructi on best nanagenent
practices, including preparing and inplenmenting storm
wat er pollution prevention plans and spill prevention
plans. W would renove construction-related trash from
our project sites on a regular basis. W would al so
est abli sh vehi cl e washi ng protocols, so that we can
prevent the spread of noxious or invasive weeds. And we
woul d al so restore areas of ground di sturbance after
construction, to the extent that we coul d.

Further, we woul d conduct preconstruction
surveys for mgratory bird nests, if we were going to be
doi ng construction activities during their nesting
season. And that would al so include preconstruction
surveys for those -- the California Least Tern. W would
conduct preconstruction surveys for burrowing ows. And
if they were found to be present, we woul d inpl enent
neasures to avoid those burrows.
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We woul d provi de worker awareness training
and we would inplenent | owlevel speed limts for
construction traffic that would help to avoid any
collisions with -- potentially with the Mnarch
Butterfly. Also, in that worker awareness training we
woul d provide instructions on handling of desert
tortoises in the event any Sonoran Desert tortoises were
encountered by construction crews.

And if trenching is required as part of the
project, we would build those trenches. W would design
those trenches in a way that would allow the wildlife to
escape by sloping the sides, as well as by providing
escape ranps. And, in addition, we would inspect those
trenches to nake sure there's no wldlife in there and
renove it if it is found present before we backfill the
trench.

And, lastly, prior to clearing any |and
W th species that are protected under the Arizona Native
Pl ant Law, we would submt a notice of intent to the
Ari zona Departnment of Agriculture. And we believe that
by i ncorporating these resource protection neasures that
any inpacts to biological resources would be m ninal .

BY Ms. GRABEL:

Q And, M. Bryner, just so we have all of these
mtigation nmeasures in one place, wll you pl ease
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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summari ze the mtigation neasure that you just discussed
with Menber Little?

A (MR BRYNER) Boy, that's going back a while. So
Menmber Little nentioned the fact that we did not have --
all right, rem nd nme again.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. It's on page 93 of
the application about -- under Monarch Butterfly it says,
"Timng vegetation renoval to avoid renoval of nectar
resources and | arval resources, as feasible.” | think
that's probably as nuch as we need in a mtigation
measure, right?

MR. BRYNER: Yes, | agree, Menber Little,
and t hank you for reading that.

BY MS. GRABEL:

Q Thank you very mnuch.

And then also if you would turn, M. Bryner, to
Exhi bit TEP-22 which is a letter that we received from
the Arizona Gane & Fi sh Departnent?

A (MR, BRYNER) Okay.

Q Have you seen this docunent before?

A (MR BRYNER) Yes, we received it just yesterday.

Q And why did we receive this letter?

A (MR BRYNER) It was in response to a general
i nquiry we put out to our various stakehol ders.

Q And does Arizona Ganme & Fish Departnent
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make -- do the -- do -- does the Arizona Gane & Fish
Depart nent make, yes, any recommendati ons with respect to
this project?

A (MR BRYNER) They do.

Q And do we agree to followis the Arizona Gane &
Fi sh Departnent’'s recomendati ons?

A (MR BRYNER) In general, yes. 1'd just like to
go over a couple of them So this -- this letter, it
actually pulls up the sane data that we pulled fromtheir
online toolkit to identify species, but then it further
references sone additional mitigation that they
recommend. So | just want to hit on a couple of those
things that, simlar to the timng for the Mnarch
Butterfly, we would be happy to incorporate. But there
is one that | want to discuss a little bit.

So they tal k about Sonoran Desert tortoises and
doi ng preconstruction surveys for those. | said before
that we woul d be happy to -- we woul d provi de worker
awar eness training on the handling of those. W did not
pl an on doi ng preconstruction surveys, but that is
sonething that if the Gane & Fi sh Departnent would Iike
us to do that, we'd be happy to do that.

It di scusses the Cactus Ferrugi nous Pygny Ow,
and it recommends preconstruction surveys for the ow.
From our biol ogical evaluation that we perforned, we did
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not feel that there was suitable habitat for the Cactus
Ferrugi nous Pygny OM w thin our project area. However,
that said, we would like to commt to continue to consult
wth Gane & Fish and if, through those consultations,
it's nerited to do those preconstruction surveys, we
woul d do that. The reason why |I'mhesitant on that is
t hose protocol surveys are very involved and, again, if
it's nerited, we will doit. |If it's not nerited, |
really don't want to commt to going through it for no
reason.

They tal k about the Yellowbilled Cuckoo and the
Sout hwestern W1l ow Fl ycatcher, they don't specifically
recommrend any requirenents for those, but from our
assessnent both of those species are dependent on
ri pari an habitat, and our project will not disturb any
ri pari an habitat, so we feel |like there is nothing that
is specifically nerited to protect those species.

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Bryner, and that's
because the Santa Cruz River is primarily dry, isn't it?
MR BRYNER: Well, it does have sone

ri parian habitat in this area. It is -- it has --
typically has perennial flowin this area from effl uent
com ng off from sonme of the water treatnent plants that
are just south of us here. And there is a riparian
habitat, but we're not going wthin that area.
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CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MR. BRYNER: Regardl ess of our alternative.
Alternative B gets the closest.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. BRYNER Let's see, they tal k about the
burrowing owl, and we're already planning on doing those
preconstructi on surveys. They tal k about conform ng wth
the APLI C guidelines for protecting avian speci es.

Again, we're already doing that. They did have an
additional mtigation neasure that said that if wldlife
wer e encountered during construction activities and we
needed to nove themout of harms way, to not nove them
further than a quarter mle, that would be fine. W can
i ncorporate that neasure as well.

They have a neasure in here about the
trenches, again, we're already incorporating that. And
t hen they have a neasure about |ighting, and basically
keeping lighting to a mninmum The only place on our
proj ect where we would have |long-termlighting would be
in our switchyard and our substation. That |ighting
is -- we have sone very mninmal safety lighting, and then
we do have lighting that if something occurs during the
ni ght and we need to go in there, we can turn it on. W
don't keep that on all the tinme. So | feel |ike we would
have no problemincorporating that neasure if you'd like
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us to.

And then they have a nmeasure in there about
washi ng of the vehicles, which, again, we' re already
doi ng. And revegetating disturbed areas with native drop
tol erance species. So, again, that's a little nore
detailed than we planned -- or that | stated that we
woul d do, but we have no problemincorporating that one
ei t her .

So with the exception of the one neasure on
t he Cactus Ferrugi nous Pygny OM, we can incorporate all
t hese neasures into what we're al ready doi ng, and we'd
li ke to ask for kind of that special exception to consult
wth them further on the other species.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little?

VEMBER LI TTLE: I am wondering how, |'m
junpi ng ahead here a little bit to tonorrow, probably,
but I'mwondering how we can -- how we will word the
condition that deals with these mtigation neasures. And
| m ght propose that the applicant, perhaps, do sone
t hi nki ng about that, so that we can -- because we want
the mtigation neasures that are listed in the
application, as nodified by the discussion that we've had
in the hearing, so maybe you can cone up with some
wonder f ul wor ds.

M5. GRABEL: WII do.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Menmber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Good nor ni ng, everybody.

M. Bryner, the Ina Road bridge is known to
have one of the | argest bat col onies, about 10, 000 bats.
And as | think you' ve heard ne say in other proceedings,
WAPA' s had a | ot of issues with bats at substations and
switchyards. Did you -- did your studies enconpass that
and what are the mtigation neasures agai nst eveni ng bats
in particul ar?

MR. BRYNER  So our studies did | ook at
bats. W do not have any mtigation neasures for bats.
There were no known popul ati ons of bats that were within
the project area that were of concern

MEMBER FONTES: That includes the |Ina Road
bridge that the community in the Cty of Marana |ives?

MR. BRYNER: Yeah, the Ina Road bridge is
about 10 mles away from our project area.

MEMBER FONTES: Ckay. Very good. Thank
you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

M. Bryner.

MR. BRYNER: | believe that concl udes ny
bi ol ogi cal resource section.
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MS. GRABEL: Excel | ent . In that case, |

think we'll nove to M. Hesse.

JEROVE HESSE,
called as a witness on behalf of the Applicant, having
been previously affirned or sworn by the Chairman to
speak the whole truth and nothing but the truth, was

exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAMI NATI ON
BY M5, GRABEL:

Q M. Hesse, because you've not yet appeared
before the commttee during this hearing, wll you pl ease
state your nane and busi ness address for the record?

A (MR HESSE) My nane is Jerone Hesse, business
address, 343 West Franklin Street, Tucson, Arizona.

Q By whom are you enpl oyed and in what capacity?

A (MR HESSE) SWCA Environnental Consultants. |
amthe cultural resources programdirector for its
Ari zona operati ons.

Q What is your role in this project?

A (MR HESSE) A subject matter expert regarding
the project's potential to affect cultural resources.

Q And we don't have a slide on this, so wll you
have pl ease give the commttee a general overview of your
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background, experience, and education?
A (MR HESSE) Sure.

| have a B.S. in geology from Tul ane University,
a MS. in geology from Northern Arizona University. |'ve
been an environnental consultant for approxi mately
30 years, the last 27 years here in southern Arizona,
focusing on cultural resources nmanagenent. | amlisted
as a principal investigator and a project director on ny
enpl oyer's Arizona State Museumi ssued Ari zona
Antiquities Act permt.

Q Thank you.

And you have before you a book of exhibits. |If
you could turn to Exhibit TEP-6, which is the testinony
summary of Jerone Hesse.

Have you seen this docunent before?

A. (MR HESSE) | have.

Q Was it prepared by you or under your direction
and control ?

A (MR, HESSE) It was.

Q And does it accurately summari ze the testinony
that you'll give the commttee today?

A (MR HESSE) It does.

Q Pl ease nove -- go ahead with your presentation

A (MR HESSE) In consideration of the project's
potential to affect cultural resources, TEP sponsored a
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cultural resources records review. This was done to
assist in the devel opnent of route alternatives, and to
conpare how the various route alternatives nmay affect
cul tural resources. For this study, the term "cul tural
resources” refers to such properties as indi genous

ar chaeol ogi cal sites, nonindi genous historic sites, and
hi storic age buildings, structures, and districts. And
when | say "historic age," | nean anything that's

50 years or ol der

Those cultural resources that neet the criteria
for inclusion in the Arizona Register of Hi storic Places
are considered inportant, and may require mtigative work
i f they cannot be avoided by the project's construction
and operati on.

The records review served two additional
pur poses, one was to determ ne where cul tural resource
surveys have previously taken place, and conversely,
where they haven't, and that additional studies may be
beneficial; and two, to identify the |ocations and types
of cultural resources that have been identified wthin
the various route alternative corridors.

The next slide -- oh, here we go, thanks --
slide 49 summarizes the results of the cultural resources
records review. The figure on the right is a map that
shows the various route alternatives, and in pink those
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areas that have been previously surveyed to present day
standards. | say that because nuch of the area east of
I nterstate 10 has been previously surveyed; however,
t hose surveys were conducted in the 1980s, and were not
surveyed to present day standards for identifying
cul tural resources.

Archaeol ogical site location infornmation is
consi dered confidential, and therefore, the
ar chaeol ogi cal sites are not shown on the map on the
right. The table on the left includes those cul tural
resources that are -- have been determ ned eligible for
the Arizona Register or likely to be considered eligible
for the Arizona Register that are wthin the various
route alternative corridors.

Four of these are historic age |inear resources.
These include the Southern Pacific Railroad, constructed
in the late 1880s, and now owned by Union Pacific. Al so,
State Route 84, or the forner State Route 84, | should
say, replaced in function by Interstate 10, but preserved
today as the westbound frontage road al ong Interstate 10.
The first pipeline to deliver natural gas to Tucson and
Phoeni x, those netro areas, 1933, 1934 was when it was
constructed, that's the El Paso Natural Gas Line 1007.

And then, finally, the Cortaro Farns irrigation
canal, one of the primary early irrigation canals in the
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area that was inportant in the agricultural devel opnent
of the Marana area.

Al so included on this list are five Hohokam
archaeol ogical sites. One of these is an artifact
scatter, containing ceram c pottery shards and pi eces of
chi pped stone, the debris made from-- from naki ng stone
tools. The other four are agricultural sites,
specifically upland dry farmng agricultural sites. Dry
farm ng sites do not enploy the use of irrigation waters.
These sites, these dry farm ng sites, contain such
features as rock piles and rock alignnents designed to
retain soil noisture and pronote the growth of plants,
such as succul ents, agave, plants that would be used as
suppl enental food sources.

These agricultural sites are often very | arge,

t hey cover | arge areas, but the features that are
contained within are often found in clusters. You' ve got
your rock pile fields, sort of backyard gardens. That's
Important to note for this project because the project

I npacts -- the direct inpacts to these sites, which may
be difficult to avoid just because of their expanse, the
i npacts woul d be very snall conpared to the size of the
sites. And with the distribution of these clusters of
archaeol ogi cal features wwthin the sites, slight shifts
in the alignnent of the transm ssion line or, nore

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 246 VOLUME Il  06/17/2025 196

inmportantly, the strategic placenent of pole structures
oftenti nes can avoid those direct inpacts to those
ar chaeol ogi cal features. Even when those features cannot
be avoi ded, archaeol ogi cal data recovery excavati on has
proven an effective mtigation neasure.

|'d also like to point out that in the
devel opnent of the route alternatives for this project,
TEP purposefully identified where the ancestral vill age
sites are, the habitation sites, and made sure that those
were avoi ded. The results --

MEMBER KRYDER: M. --

MR. HESSE: Wich -- oh, go ahead.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Qui ck question, M. Hesse.
Looking at the slide and in the right-hand columm of the
|l eft portion intersect alternative routes, we have |isted
there the alternatives 1, 2, and 3, et cetera, et cetera,
from an archaeol ogi cal point of view, would one of the
sites be | east invasive?

MR. HESSE: Based on the existing
information that we have, and recall that only those
areas depicted in pink have been surveyed to present day
standard, so additional survey of the selected route may
be needed. But based on the infornmation we have,
alternative 3 would have the | east known inpact to
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ar chaeol ogi cal sites.

One thing | should have added, those four
properties at the top of the list, the historic age ones,
those are all linear resources that woul d be avoi ded by
the project, you would span over a canal, a pipeline, and
so forth.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you very nuch
That's quite hel pful.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

Just one question, M. Hesse, do you offer
the Tohono O odham or any native tribes input --
opportunity to input on | ocations?

MR HESSE: Yes. And Ms. Marinez w il
speak to the outreach with the tribes later in the
presentation, but we do share those confidential site
| ocations with the tri bes.

MEMBER FANT: One nore question, do you
seek their input on additional sites or offer themthe
opportunity to?

MR HESSE: 1In consultation, the standard
is toidentify the -- or describe the project and ask for
their input, because, as archaeol ogists, we're trained to
| ook for certain types of resources. Their perspective
iIs different than ours, and they may identify resources
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of concern that, you know, a university-trained
ar chaeol ogi st m ght not.
MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Hesse.
CHWN STAFFCORD: Pl ease continue, M. Hesse.
MS. GRABEL: Actually, M. Hesse, | have
one qui ck question to follow up to M. Kryder's inquiry.

Q So although alternative route 3 is the |east
i nvasi ve on cultural resources, is it possible to
construct alternative routes 1 and 2 w thout invading the
cultural resources that you' ve identified in your
surveys?

A (MR HESSE) It would be difficult to entirely
avoi d the archaeol ogi cal sites, because they're such an
expansive area. But it's likely that those features
contained within the sites could be avoi ded, so you would
really mnimze those inpacts to the archaeol ogical sites
t hrough the smart placenent of the pole structures.

Q W won't be putting a pole in the mddle of an
artifact, correct?

A (MR HESSE) |deally not.

Q Thank you. Pl ease conti nue.

MEMBER FRENCH: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber French.

MEMBER FRENCH: I n that sanme col umm that
Menber Kryder was questioning, it nentions the
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swtchyard. Wat mtigation nmeasures do you think wl|
be nost likely used for that, being that the switchyard
covers a |l arge area?

MR HESSE: W would need to | ook
specifically on the ground at what is present in relation
to the switchyard siting area. Recall that the
swtchyard is smaller in area than the area that was
bei ng anal yzed for the swtchyard. The corridor here for
much of the study was 300 to 500 feet. And the area
around the switchyard is larger, allowing for shifts in
the switchyard, so it could be that the site at the
proposed | ocation of the swtchyard coul d be avoided. |If
It cannot be, then sone formof data recovery mtigation
woul d be needed. That m ght be the excavation of test
units to see what archaeology is present on the surface
or buried beneath the surface. This is in an upland area
so, fortunately, what we see on the surface is a good
representation of what is there.

CHVWN STAFFORD: You're not going to dig up
and find a hidden city under there, then?

MR HESSE: Not where the switchyard is.

CHWN STAFFORD: And the switchyard, the
area we're talking -- the prior testinony | recall is
15 acres for the switchyard, but only eight acres woul d
actually be occupied by the switchyard?
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M5. MARI NEZ: Yes, that's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Just making sure |
got that straight.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Question for Ms. Marinez,
does TEP currently own that |and, that 50 acres that
Chai rman spoke about a nonent ago or do you have sone
rights to that on the switchyard? | forgot, and | think
you covered it, but | didn't catch it.

M5. MARINEZ: W're working with state --
this is actually state | and and we're working with them
to secure a site either north or south of the Adonis
Substation. And it's a 15-acre site and then the
swi tchyard, |ike the Chairman said, would be about eight
acres.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very much, that's
hel pful .

BY MS. GRABEL:

Q Pl ease conti nue, M. Hesse

A (MR HESSE) The results of the cul tural
resources records review, including the -- including nmaps
showi ng the confidential site |ocations, was provided to
the State H storic Preservation Ofice, SHPO for review
and comment. On June 5th the SHPO responded with two
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requests: One was that for the selected route that any
area not previously surveyed to current standards be
surveyed for cultural resources; and the other request
being that any registered eligible site that cannot be
avoi ded shoul d be subjected to a programof nitigative
treatnment, such as data recovery.

Once a route is selected, TEP will sponsor the
addi tional cultural resources surveys necessary to
satisfy that request and continue consultation with the
SHPO.

CHWN STAFFORD: Does that include survey --
Class Il surveys on private | and?

MR HESSE: It woul d.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.
BY M5. GRABEL:

Q M. Hesse, if you could turn to Exhibit TEP-16
which is titled, "Response from SHPO Re Class Il Survey
and CEC Conditions." It's one of the late-filed ones.
It's probably just a | oose one.

Do you have it?

A (MR HESSE) | do.

Q Is this the letter that you referred to in your
testi nony?

A (MR HESSE) It is.

Q And TEP has agreed to incorporate the response
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fromSHPO into its mtigation neasures?
A (MR, HESSE) It has.
Q Thank you. Pl ease conti nue.
A (MR HESSE) And that concludes ny di scussion of
cul tural resources.
Q All right. Thank you.
And with that, we're ready to nove on to
Ms. Marinez to tal k about public outreach, unless you
want to break for the tour, as Menber Drago is here.
Wl cone to the hearing.
MEMBER DRAGO  Thank you.
CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Yes, | think

this is a nice stopping point to transition from

testinmony to the tour. So we have Exhibit 9, | believe
is the itinerary with the script, which we'll be
fol | ow ng.

|s the bus going to be nmeeting us out at the

roundabout or --

MS. GRABEL: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MS. GRABEL: | see the thunmbs up over
t here.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. So | would
advi se nenbers to bring your placemat and your Exhibit 9
so you can follow al ong, and the placenat could probably
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be used as a fan and a sunscreen at sone point.

MS. GRABEL: Actually, I'lIl turn it over to
Ms. Marinez for a mnute, because we actually do have
fans for you.

CHWN STAFFORD: On.

M5. MARINEZ: W do. So -- and | do have a
brief safety share, if that's all right, M. Chairnman --

CHWN STAFFORD: Pl ease.

M5. MARINEZ: -- because it is going to be
very hot outside, so we're expecting 106-degree weat her
today, so | put together a few tips on staying cool.

We' ve provided sunscreen, fans, and cooling towels. And
we have sone hats as well. And then | nentioned
yesterday that we have two | ocations where we'll have
shade. And then, so | just encourage you all to drink

| ots of water today, supplement water with el ectrol ytes.
W' || have Gatorade on the tour. So rest in the shade,
in the air-conditioning, as nmuch as possi ble, and pl ease
report any synptons early.

So | just want to nmake sure everyone knows
what to do in case of an energency, and |let you know t he
war ni ng signs of heat exhaustion and heat stroke. So for
heat exhaustion, you could be feeling faint, dizzy,
excessi ve sweating, cool, pale, clamy skin, rapid weak
pul se, irritability, confusion, thirst, or mnuscle cranps.
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And the treatnent for that is staying cool and drinking
electrolytes. O course, keeping a close eye on that.
And the signs for heat stroke are throbbi ng headache, no
sweating, hot, red or dry skin, rapid, strong pul se, |oss
of consciousness, nausea or vomting, and convul sions.
And for that, of course, we'd call 911

So | just wanted to nake sure everyone had
an overview of that before we get onto the tour, but
we'll do everything we can to keep you all cool.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. And how many
stops are on the tour? Refresh ny nenory.

M5. MARI NEZ: There are three.

CHWN STAFFORD: Three, okay. So this
should go nore snoothly than the last long tour we did in
Tucson that had nmany nore than that. | think we
abandoned sone of the afternoon stops because of the heat
on that tour, but --

MS. HILL: Wwell, that, plus we'd already
been up and down those sane streets several tinmes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, indeed. So | just
wanted -- this one final adnoni shnent before we go.

W're not going to be asked -- we won't be hearing any
testi nony on the bus, other than what's on the script.
You can't ask them questions or get answers until we get
to the stop, get in front of the court reporter, she can
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set up, and she'll take the testinony that's -- all the
W tnesses are still sworn and take the testinony and get
a verbatimtranscript of it for the record, because we
can't broadcast the tour. So just -- SO no -- SO just
remenber no deliberations or testinony on the bus off the
script. That's the only thing that they'll share. So
there's no foll owup questions until we get to a stop.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFCRD: Yes, Menber Di Ciccio.

MEMBER Di CI CCI O Just a quick question.
Yeah, thank you, are we reconvening at 5:30 again or do
we have anot her neeting tonmorrow at 9: 00, | assune?

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, we'll see how it
goes. Right now | believe the tour is anticipated to
| ast approximately 90 m nutes. And then | believe we're
havi ng lunch at the Cracker Barrel, | heard. GOkay. And
then after that we'll conme back to the hearing roomto
conti nue the testinony --

MEMBER Di CI CCl O Okay.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- there's a nunber of
exhibits left to cover. W wll not be doing anot her
public comment at 5:30 this evening, no.

MEMBER DiCICCI O OCh, okay. And then how

wll | know when the next neeting is so | can call in?
CHWN STAFFORD: We will -- we can let you
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know. W can give you a call and let you know that we're
about to go back on the record. Menber Fontes is al so
attending renotely today so we'll need to -- once we get
back from |l unch, we'll, you know, give you guys a call or
sonet hi ng, reach out and | et you know what tine to expect
to be back on, so you don't have to sit there and watch a
bl ank screen that says "we'll be right back" --

MEMBER Di CI CCl O Exactly.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- for an hour and a half
or somnet hi ng.

MEMBER DiCICCI O And then when do you

expect the vote to occur as well?

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, it's going to depend,
we have -- after we get back fromlunch, the applicant
wll continue with the rest of its direct case. W won't

have any cross because there's no other parties, but we
can go through -- |I'm sure sone of the nmenbers wll have
questions based on the testinony they've heard --

MEMBER Di CI CC G VWhat they saw.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- And what's in the
application, we nay ask sone specific questions rel ated
to certain aspects of that. And then once that's done, |
think we're going to want to have kind of a generic
di scussi on on SHPO conditions before we start noving into
the CEC to kind of nmake sure the nenbers and the
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applicant you can all be on the sanme page for that, and
t hen --

MEMBER Di CI CCI O Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- and if that happens
today, then it happens today, otherw se, that would be
great, but I'mgoing to venture to guess that we'l|
probably be back here in the norning to finalize the vote
and be done before lunch. That is ny --

MEMBER Di CI CCI O Ckay. Sounds good.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- expectation. It could
be today, it's -- but it will likely be tonorrow
MEMBER DiCICCI O  Soneone wll et nme know,

then. Okay. Sounds good, M. Chairnan, thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Anything
further before we recess to get on the bus?

M5. GRABEL: No, M. Chairman. | think
maybe, to Menber Di G ccio' s questions, we'll probably be
back here around 1:30 or 2:00, given the tinme and the
| unch, you know, how long it takes at Cracker Barrel to
order and eat.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght .

M5. GRABEL: That's the general tine |

antici pate bei ng back.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And then we'll let
t hem know, we'll have soneone reach out and | et them know
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that it's go tine as we get closer toit, so --

MS. GRABEL: Sounds good.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Anything
further before we recess?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's -- we
stand in recess. W wll reconvene at stop 1 of the
tour.

(Recessed at 9:53 a.m)

(Time Noted: 10:35 a.m

Arrival at Stop No. 1.)

CHW STAFFORD: So back on the record.

Ms. G abel ?

MS. GRABEL: Yes, Ms. Marinez, would you
like to begin the narrative?

M5. MARI NEZ: Can you hear ne?

MEMBER MERCER G eat.

MS. MARINEZ: Ckay. So we're at the Gier
Substation site now, and I just want to take a nonent to
| et you know the route we just traveled. So we did exit
off the freeway from Tangeri ne Road. And you m ght have
noticed that there was quite a bit of new devel opnent
there, commercial and residential. And we did pass by
the 3 adden Farns community. So we're here at the palm
tree that we referenced in visual sinulation.
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And, let's see, so there's residences here
to the west. This is Gier Road that we're | ooking at to
the south, and alternative B would travel west al ong
Gier Road past those residences and | oop around to
Mar ana and Luckett Road, which is in that direction
t here.

This is Marana Road that you see to the
north, directly to the north. And then right now next to
us is the CMD, the irrigation canal we've discussed in
t he hearing. And then, of course, the agricultural field
here to the east. So the -- okay. So the Saguaro to
Marana transm ssion line -- | had to ask M. Bryner here
if that was the line, because it wasn't there a couple of
weeks ago, but it's there now on Marana Road. So you can
see the Saguaro to Marana Transm ssi on Li ne Project
that's under construction now. So straight ahead, those
are those taller poles there on Marana Road here north --
just to the north.

CHWN STAFFORD: And just to refresh ny
menory, that's going to be a 115- and a 138-kV |line?

M5. MARI NEZ: Yes, so to the east of this
canal, or this -- so this is right here, this -- the CMD
and the dirt road, this is the corridor for the circuit
tie or this is our preferred alternative Gier Substation
tocircuit tie line. And then the alternative A would
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also run parallel to this. So the line would actually
end -- the joint line would end to the east of that road
and then west of that would be just the AEPCO line. This
AEPCO circuit.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wait, |'m confused.

(Di scussion off the record.)

THE REPORTER: Are we -- is this on the
record?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, |I'mconfused if --
can you repeat that |ast part again?

M5. MARI NEZ: So, okay, so this is Marana
Road here to the north. The joint |line wth AEPCO and - -
w th an AEPCO and TEP circuit would end right about where
this dirt road ends at Marana Road. And then to the west
of that the line would only be -- that's that orange
faded |ine you see that you' ve seen in other maps, it's
not here. To the west of the ditch would be just the
AEPCO | i ne that continues to the west.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Well, |I'm confused, because
| thought your line went this way to Luckett Road, and it
woul d head north on Luckett Road.

M5. MARINEZ: That's alternative 1.

CHWN STAFFORD: 1, right.

M5. MARI NEZ: But that's not the
Saguaro -- perhaps we're tal king about two different
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things, M. Chairman, | was just explaining the Saguaro
to Marana Transm ssion Line Project. That line that you
see that's been constructed -- so everything to the left
of or to the west of the ditch, that's just the Saguaro
to Marana transmssion line circuit. And so | think
we're tal king about two different nmaps, we're tal king
about the orange |line, maybe that's where the confusion
is, I"'mtal king about the map that you don't have that
shows the Saguaro to Marana transm ssion |ine and our

portion of that.

So -- so that line would be joint use to
the -- to the east, and then just a single-circuit to the
west .

BY MS. HILL:
Q Adriana, may | just clarify for the Chairnman a

little bit? Adriana, do you recall your testinbny
yest erday where you tal ked about how t here woul d be, what
was it a half-mle stretch --

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q -- to the west, that would have transm ssi on
i nes runni ng down both sides of the road?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Yes. So thank you for that. So
alternative A would parallel the greater circuit tie here
along this dirt road, and then that alternative,
alternative A, would turn west and it woul d be adj acent
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to or across the street fromthe Saguaro to Marana

transm ssion |ine, which you see ahead, which is being

constructed. So in that half-mle segnent, as Ms. Hil

nmenti oned, headed west there will be two pole |ines.
CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. That's -- that's

what | was m ssing, okay.

BY MS. HILL:

Q And, Ms. Marinez, too, | have a couple of
questions since this is the -- since to our -- we're
standi ng under this palmtree and to our direct east
directly is the irrigation ditch. And then we've got a
cornfield right there.

So what is -- tell -- can you show us where the
circuit tie would actually go, |like, where the poles and
where woul d, then, if alternative A were right next to
it, like, what does that | ook |ike here?

A (M. MARINEZ) So | would point you to Key
Observation Point 2, as an exanple. And -- so and we
don't know what side of the -- the dirt road or the CM D
that the line -- either line would be on, either the
circuit tie line or alternative A but that's a visual
key observation point, too, of the two |ines.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.
MEMBER KRYDER: Just a questi on,
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Ms. Marinez, the Gier Substation is nore or less on this
map you gave us where the bus is sitting or would it be
here where G is?

M5. MARINEZ: The Gier Substation site is
ri ght where we're standing.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ri ght where we're standing.

M5. MARINEZ: This is the parcel -- this is
the 20-acre parcel that we own where the Gier Substation
w || be devel oped.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you. That's
hel pf ul .

M5. MARINEZ: So if you | ook at Key
Cbservation Point 2, that viewis fromthe Marana Road,
so fromthe road about half a mle due north from here,
but | ooki ng sout h.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: So these |ines over there
that are under construction, | see sone other existing
lines, are those the ones that are going to be renoved
eventual | y?

M5. MARINEZ: |Is that our distribution?
She's wondering if those distribution Iines would be
under grounded in --
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THE REPORTER: |Is this on the record?

MS. HILL: The witnesses are conferring.

(D scussion off the record.)

M5. MARINEZ: W' Il have to check on that,
Menmber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: How about these ones to the
sout h.

M5. MARINEZ: So for this one for -- if
alternative B were sel ected, then yes, that woul d apply
here, too, to the south.

MEMBER MERCER  Ckay. Sout h.

MS. MARINEZ: So just as a rem nder, this
substation is a permtted use within the zone. This is
nei ghbor hood/ commercial, and no additional permts are
required.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Question, so TEP owns the
spot where we're standing here; is that correct?

M5. MARI NEZ: That's correct.

MEMBER KRYDER So it basically goes out
here how far? How far are we | ooking at, over to the
housi ng or not that far?

MS. MARINEZ: It's essentially where you
see the concrete --
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MEMBER KRYDER: Ri ght .

M5. MARI NEZ: -- border --

MEMBER KRYDER  OCh, that piece?

M5. MARINEZ: -- that's the property here
that we own, this square in here.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR BRYNER So, I'msorry, if | can just
junp in real fast. So the area with the concrete border
that's part of the 20 acres. The 20 acres is essentially
everything that's brown, everything that's not actively
under cultivation.

MEMBER KRYDER: Right. Oh, so y'all own
the entire 20 acres and you can place that wthin this
area anywhere y'all want; is that correct?

MR, BRYNER:  Correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So it need not be
exactly here where we're standing, it could be anywhere
in the brown area; is that correct?

MR. BRYNER:  Correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Any ot her questions?

M5. MARI NEZ: | have one nore quick point
to make, if | may.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Pl ease, speak into the
m cr ophone.
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MS. MARINEZ: So as we | eave, we're going
to take alternative B -- the alternative B route. W're
going to head west until Gier turns into Luckett Road.
And then at Luckett and Marana is where alternatives 1 or
2 woul d continue north.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. That would be right
t here.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Anything
further?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's go off
the record and get back on the bus.

(Time Noted: 10:44 a.m

Concl usion of Stop No. 1.)

(Time Noted: 11:05 a.m

Arrival at Stop No. 2.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.

Here we are at Stop 2. You' ve got the
m crophone. All right.

M5. MARINEZ: So we're at the entrance of
the Arizona Veterans Menorial Cenetery at Marana.

THE REPORTER: | can't hear you.

M5. MARINEZ: W're at the entrance of the
Ari zona Veterans Menorial Cenetery at Marana. And you
can see the agricultural fields in this area, and just to
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ki nd of orient everyone, so there's THE Pinal A r Park,
t he County-owned aircraft storage and nai nt enance and
repair facility, and it's about three mles to the
northwest. And then there's also the Marana Regi onal
Airport is about six mles southeast of here. And we did
| ook at flight paths for notification requirenents and
we're well outside the area of notification. And we're
confident that there are no marker balls or lighting that
woul d be required.

So and we aren't sure exactly what side of
the road alternative 1 would be in this location. It
m ght be, like |I nentioned yesterday, on the east or west
side of the road. But the thought was here in this
| ocation was to potentially have the line travel to the
or parallel the CM D strai ght ahead right where I'm
pointing, to the -- to the west of the canal in this
| ocati on.

CHWN STAFFORD: |'ve got a quick question.

This line that we're seeing runni ng al ong
Luckett Road on the west side, is that a distribution
line? It looks like a distribution line to nme. Confirm
that it is, and then is it a TEP line or is it owned by,
li ke, Trico or sonebody?

M5. MARINEZ: It is. This is a TEP line.
And this is one that would either be rerouted or placed
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under gr ound.

CHWN STAFFORD: So this is the 14-kV?

MS. MARI NEZ: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Just making sure |
know what 1'mtal ki ng about.

Menmber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: |'ve got one question. |Is
CM D generally a friendly?

M5. MARI NEZ: Yes, we net with them and
t hey had no concerns. They just asked that we be 25 feet
fromthe canal.

So alternative 1 would continue traveling
north towards the county |line, about -- dark, would you
say about two mles, maybe?

MR BRYNER | think half a mle to the
county |ine.

M5. MARINEZ: Half a mle to the county
line, where it would turn to the -- to the east along the
county line and then conti nue east.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER |Is there a -- where it goes
up and takes a right here, is there a road to foll ow
along the county line or is it just follow ng the county
| i ne geographically?
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MR. BRYNER: Menber Kryder, |'l| address
that. So along the county line, there's an existing
line, it's a Trico |ine. It's a distribution line right
there, but there is a dirt road that goes al ong that.
It's not a dirt road of sufficient quality for us to take
our | arge bus, but you can take a four-wheel-drive
vehicle along it.

MEMBER KRYDER: Could it serve as your
construction road?

MR BRYNER Yes. And that's what we
envision to do. W would go ahead and grade it, nake it
alittle bit better for our construction, over tine it
woul d |i kely deteriorate.

MEMBER KRYDER: So it would nornally foll ow
t he bl ack pavenent that we see in front of us up until it
takes a right; is that correct?

MR BRYNER: As Ms. Marinez pointed out,

t he bl ack pavenent actually ends just a coupl e hundred
yards north of us. It would follow the dirt road al ong
the canal north. That then starts to veer to the

nort hwest, and we would continue directly north.

MEMBER KRYDER: | got it.

MR BRYNER At that point we would follow
the existing dirt road for a little bit.

MEMBER KRYDER  Thank you.
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M5. MARINEZ: | do have sone additiona
i nformati on about the cenetery here. So the Kai famly
owns property in this general area here where I'm
poi nting, so directly to the south of us. Both north --
or no, excuse ne, west and east. And the Kai famly
actually donated the property for this cenetery. The
cenmetery was established in 2015, and it was devel oped by
t he Town of Marana.

And | do have a correction to make from
yesterday. So you'll notice we have the sign for the
hearing right here in front of the cenetery. W did
notice it for the hearing, but | went back to verify ny
statenent yesterday and we did not have this sign
| ocation for the open house neeting, so | just wanted to
make that correction as well.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: A further question on that.
How | arge a plot is the cenetery plot, back of the

envel ope? Are we | ooking at 20 acres or 200 acres?

M5. MARINEZ: | read in ny notes
1,100 acres.
MEMBER KRYDER 1, 100, okay.
MR. BRYNER: That's definitely w ong.
MS. MARINEZ: That's not right. Oh, they
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own 1,100, the Kai famly.

MR. BRYNER: Yeah, the Kai famly owns
1,100 acres. | would guess 20 acres for the cenetery.

MEMBER KRYDER And it's managed by the
Town of Marana, it is not a federal facility?

MS. MARINEZ: It was devel oped by the Town.
' m not sure who manages. W could |ook into that.

MR BRYNER: | know it's owned by the State
of Arizona Departnent of Veterans Services, so | presune
t hey manage it. That's a presunption.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from

menber s?
MEMBER FRENCH: M. Chairman?
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber French.
MEMBER FRENCH: |If alternative 2 is

sel ected, what will happen with the distribution |ines

that are at this | ocation?

MS. MARINEZ: They would remain in this
| ocation. It's just where we're along the sanme corridor
that we would reroute or place the distribution
under gr ound.

MEMBER FRENCH: So the distribution lines
that run north and south on Luckett Road woul d be
rerouted or undergrounded, but then when it continues on
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Luckett Road past where alternative 2 turns, it will cone
back above ground?

MR BRYNER  Exactly.

CHWN STAFFORD: But for either alternative
1 or 2, the segnent of distribution |lines between Hardin
Road and Marana Road woul d either be undergrounded or
rerouted, correct? Wen you say "rerouted,"” what does
that nean? Wuld you |ocate them on the opposite side of
t he road or --

MR BRYNER So it just depends on how the
systemis configured. It could be that we have anot her
line comng froma different direction, and it's just a
short piece that maybe we need to build in order to
accommodat e any custoners that are currently being fed
off of this line. It could nean that we rebuild an
entire line, you know, on a half-mle road or sone other,
sone other area. O putting it underground where it
st ands t oday.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So there's a nunber
of options that you haven't fully fleshed out yet, |
guess?

MR BRYNER  Correct. Again, once we know
exactly which route we're doing, then we would put in al
the efforts, all the engineering, the design work,
everything to figure out the details.
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CHWN STAFFORD: So but for either 1 or 2,
there's a good chance you'd be undergrounding this
distribution line along Luckett Road fairly quickly?

MR BRYNER: Yes, we'd need to do that in
advance of building the transm ssion |ine.

CHW STAFFORD: On, in advance of the
transm ssion |ine?

MR. BRYNER  Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Any other
questions from nenbers?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's go off
the record and get back on the bus and head to Stop 3.

(Time Noted: 11:05 a.m

Concl usion of Stop No. 2.)

(Time Noted: 11:53 a.m

Arrival at Stop No. 3.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go on the record. W
are now at Stop 3.

Can you tell us what we're | ooking at here.

M5. MARINEZ: All right. So to the
sout heast is the existing Adonis Substation that we' ve
referenced. The OM Head Ranch Switchyard will be
| ocated either south or north of the substation. | want
to point your direction over to this existing utility
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corridor here. You'll notice the tall line closest to
us, it has four circuits onit. This is TEP s

transm ssion line here. Then next to it is a
distribution line, it's a Trico distribution line. And
then to the opposite side you'll see that Hframe
structure, that's the Saguaro to Adonis AEPCO line. It's
a 115-kV line.

Of in the distance are the Tortolita
Mount ai ns, and again, as a rem nder, the OM Head
Swi tchyard would be -- we're working with state land to
secure a 15-acre site for this, and then the sw tchyard
itself would be on about eight acres.

So alternatives 1 and 2 woul d parall el
this -- TEP s existing transmssion line with the four
circuits. Those are alternatives 1 and 2. And then
alternative 3 -- or alternative 3 would cone in fromthe
route that we just took fromthe south. That would be
alternative 3.

CHWN STAFFORD: And what's this line
headi ng sout h?

M5. MARI NEZ: That's the Saguaro to Marana
transm ssion line that's under construction. And you
m ght have noticed when we were driving in, not all of
the circuits are up yet, but the ones closest to us are.

CHWN STAFFORD: And the new |line would run
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parallel to that for route 37

MS. MARINEZ: For a portion. For a
portion.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: \Where does this |ine cross
relative to that nei ghborhood, what is it, the San Lucas
nei ghbor hood? Does it go through the nei ghborhood, on
the north side of it, where does it go?

M5. MARI NEZ: Are you asking about the
Saguaro to Marana transm ssion |ine?

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Yes.

M5. MARINEZ: [It's to the north of the San
Lucas nei ghbor hood.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you.

M5. MARI NEZ: And alternative 3 would be to
t he east of the San Lucas nei ghbor hood.

MR BRYNER: If | could just add, when

we're | eaving here, we'll drive through the San Lucas
nei ghbor hood, and you'll be able to | ook through the
ri ght-side windowto the north and you'll see that |ine

on the north side of the nei ghborhood.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Anything else
from nenbers?

(No response.)
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CHW STAFFORD: Al right. Wth that, |
think we're headed for lunch. Qur next stop wll be
Cracker Barrel; is that right?

MS. GRABEL: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. Let's go off the
record and take lunch. | think let's plan on com ng back
around, you want to say sonetine between 1:30 and 2: 00?
What's nore realistic, Ms. G abel ?

MS. GRABEL: Probably 2:00, because | think
they're going to have to take our individual orders.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So let's go ahead
and break for lunch and cone back on the record at 2:00.

We stand in recess.

(Time Noted: 11:57 a.m

Concl usion of Stop No. 3.)

(Tour concluded at 11:57 a.m)

(The hearing resuned at 2:07 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back
on the record.

Ms. Grabel, | believe you were w appi ng up
the cultural resources portion of the testinony?

M5. GRABEL: Yes, M. Chairman, that is
correct. W are going to nove on to public outreach, but
before we do that, M. Bryner was able to get the
informati on that you requested about the cost of
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undergroundi ng the distribution |ines and the rel ated
facilities on alternative route 3.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

MS. GRABEL: And so we thought this m ght
be a good tine to put that into the record.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Geat. And then
bel i eve Menber Fontes has sone questions before we nove
on to the public outreach as well.

MS. GRABEL: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Bryner.

MR BRYNER  Okay. Good afternoon. So,
yes, so the costs for the 46-kV renoval, as well as the
renoval and rerouting or undergroundi ng of the
distribution for alternative 3. So the cost to renove
that 46-kV line -- well, in total, it would be about
$5.1 mllion, to get that -- all that infrastructure out
of the way, cleaning it up for the new transm ssion |ine.
So that $5.1 nmillion is broken out as follows: $230, 000
to renove the 46-kV line, $130,000 to renove the
distribution line, and then you have an additi onal
$4.7 mllion to place that distribution |ine underground.
So nowif we were to reroute it, it would be different in
cost, likely | ower, possibly much | ower, but just to put
it underground would be 4.7 mllion, and then we woul d
have an additional 50 -- about $50,000 just in costs to
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riser that distribution back up to wherever it would
begin. So in total that cones out to be about

$5.1 million. So if you add that on to alternative 3,
which | think was about 16 point -- 16.2 mllion, so now
you're in the 21.3 mllion range, if ny math was right.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And then for the

alternatives 1 and 2, is that section between, | believe
it's -- was it Marana and Hardin, you'd al so renove the
46-kV or is that -- no, that was the distribution |ine,

wasn't it?

MR, BRYNER: Correct. That's just
distribution that exists right there that we would
reroute or underground. So that was a 3.1 -- actually, a
31/2 mle stretch that | just quoted those nunbers for
So, again, a snmall portion of that was renoval costs,
nmost of it was placing the distribution underground. So
if you took that same cost and, you know, if you were
just trying to get a ballpark figure, it's 1 1/2 mles
from Marana Road to Hardin Road. It's an additional mle
up to the cenetery where alternative 1 -- where the
distribution line that follows alternative 1 wuld end.
So that's about 2 1/2 mles, so you' re tal king sonmewhere
in the ballpark of about, we'll say around $2 mllion to
go from Marana to Hardin, and around $3 mllion to go al
the way up to the cenetery. Those are -- those are not
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based on the scientific data that this other estimte
was. Those are based on an estinate right now.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So that pretty much
makes t hose routes conparable in costs when you figure
t hi s rough back of the envel ope.

MR BRYNER: | would say that puts all the
alternatives at roughly around the sanme -- the sane total
cost .

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. That's hel pful,
but certainly enlightening. Thank you.

MR BRYNER  You're wel cone.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fontes, | believe
you had sone questions related to the --

MEMBER FONTES: | did. | wanted to go back
to biological resource, in |light of ny experience in
wor ki ng on the Southline Project in the sane county,
there were a nunber of issues with bats that had to be
considered, and while | appreciate that it's a 10-mle
line of site difference, a bat foraging and roosting is
about 150 mles, while | don't think we need to | ook at
all of those mtigation neasures, there's one thing that
| would ask that the applicant consider, and that is on
t he design for the lighting, due to the proximty of the
overpass there on the 1-10, you're probably going to go
for a categorical exemption on the EIS for NEPA. And
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then the proximty to the CAP, | would |ike to have you
come up with a consideration for configuration during
preconstruction or sone sort of review for, with a
qualified biologist, to |ook at potential inpacts
post-conpl etion for the bats.

Again, M. Bryner, you know |'ve worked
with WAPA and we' ve had issues, and the Southline
actually had a lot of mtigation on that. So trying to
cone to sone sort of reasonable check during design
preconstruction on that with sonmebody who is a little
nore qualified. Simlar to what we would do, like, on
t he BLM preconstruction, can you cone up wth sone sort
of mtigation on that to address that potential issue?

MR BRYNER:  Yeah, | think we can. We'lI
take a | ook at what we were required to do on Sout hli ne.

MEMBER FONTES: Reasonabl e, affordable, but
just checking the box for the issue, given that it's a
known itemfor utilities in that county.

MR. BRYNER  Yeah, we'll have sone
di scussions offline. | know we have anot her request to
di scuss how we'll just bring in all of these resource
protection neasures for biology, and so we can --

MEMBER FONTES: Sane thing with m | kweed,
you know, not | ooking to hinder the project in any way
but just address those issues that the public has
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expressed and the other federal agencies have on sone of
the projects in the sanme zip code, not even county, zip
code, yeah.
MR BRYNER So we'll look into it and
pr opose sonet hi ng.
MEMBER FONTES: Appreciate it.
Thank you, M. Chairman.
CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Fontes.
Ms. Grabel, | believe we're ready to

proceed with the public outreach portion of your direct

case.
MS. GRABEL: Yes, thank you.
Q Wth that, I'll turn it over to Ms. Marinez and
slide 50, | believe, is what we're on.

A (M5. MARI NEZ) So we perfornmed extensive public
outreach on this project shown here in brief, but we held
open house neetings, engaged in nei ghborhood and tri bal
outreach and had agency briefings as well, and I'Il| break
t hese down in the next few slides.

So we had an in-person neeting in the fall, in
Novenber, and we had 15 attendees at that neeting. And
then in earlier this year we had a virtual open house and
we had 56 users participate in our online neeting or our
virtual open house. And then we also had an in-person
meeting in March, March 19th, and we had 20 attendees at

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 246 VOLUME Il  06/17/2025 232

t hat neeti ng.

We al so held three agency briefings in
conjunction with those open house neetings, so these were
done right before the open house neetings, and we invited
| ocal, state, and federal agencies to participate, as
well as utilities and businesses within the study area.
And they were well attended. Over the three neetings, we
had over 24 agencies and entities participate in those
neeti ngs, sone of which are listed here.

We al so had one-on-one agency briefings, and |
t al ked about sone of these conversations earlier, but I
do want to provide a recap. And so I'll take one -- take
them one by one here. So we net with the Arizona
Departnent of Transportation -- so, as you all know,
we'll have to cross [-10 with either route, and so they
just advised that we cross perpendicularly, and they
shared their guidelines with us which we, of course, wll
follow

And then we also net wth Arizona Electric Power
Cooperative, because, as we tal ked about earlier, we have
that joint project -- that joint project with them the
Saguaro to Marana Transm ssion Line Project, and we
basically provided a briefing for themon the project,
and they did the sane for us and provided us with an
update on that project.
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And then, as you know, the CAP canal al so would
be affected by the three alternatives -- whoops, |I'm
pointing the right -- along this blue dashed |line here.
So they al so asked that we cross perpendicularly. And
t hen, as we nentioned yesterday, they also said it would
require -- likely require a | ow| evel NEPA anal ysis, so
either a categorical exclusion or Environmental
Assessnent nore than |ikely.

And then we net with the Cortaro Marana
Irrigation District, you saw that today on our in-person
tour, and again, they had no concerns about the line or
they had no preference over any of the routes, they just
asked that we be 25 feet fromtheir canal. And then we
also net wwth Kinder Morgan. So Kinder Mrgan has a
pi peli ne here, and so we shared the alternative routes
with Kinder Morgan. And they did advise us that they
have a facility here, and then of course this is their
pi peline, so alternative 2 would actually have six points
in this area that would require mtigation and studi es,
whereas the other two alternatives would have two.

MEMBER FONTES:. Ki nder Mrgan owns the
natural -- the El Paso Natural Gas Pipeline; is that
correct?

MR. BRYNER: That's correct. They run the
El Paso Natural Gas Pipeline, and then they al so have a
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| iquid petroleum pipeline that runs parallel to |I-10,
it's called the Santa Fe Pacific Pipeline.

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you. Just wanted to
differentiate for ny coll eagues between the ownership and
t he nane of the natural gas pipeline, because they nay
not know sonme of the geographic reference.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MS. MARINEZ: Did 1l skip -- oh, M. Bryner
just infornmed nme that | skipped state | and
unintentionally. So let ne junp back up to that one.

SO -- so as you know, alternatives 1 and 2 would cross a
fair share of state land, so we did share with themthe
San Lucas concerns and request to have a 300-foot setback
fromtheir comunity to the east and they did | et us know
that they generally -- generally prefer that we foll ow
exi sting infrastructure and property lines. So the San
Lucas community, let ne point here, is here, and so this
Is the area that they asked for that 300-foot setback.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD:. Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: W drove al ong that side
this norning, how far -- the housing devel opnent,

t hose -- the backyards of those people cane right up
alnmost to the road that we were driving on. So would the
line, in order to have that 300-foot setback, be quite a
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ways off of the road to the east, then?

MR BRYNER It's about 300 feet. So,
yeah, so we actually paced it out there when we were out
in the field to see how far back 300 feet would be. To
me it seened like it was quite a ways back, but at the
sane tine it was the sanme setback that was actually
stipulated for the Saguaro to Marana line wth the

comunity there was to be placed 300 feet, now on the

north side of the San Lucas community. And we -- Adriana
and | | ooked at that the other day and I'Ill just say, it
didn't feel like it was that far away, 300 feet. So when

we were standing out there, it seened like it was a | ong
ways, when it was built, it didn't seemso far

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. That hel ps ne.

M5. MARI NEZ: Ckay. | was just going to
menti on, Key Cbservation Point 14 actually shows a vi sual
of that 300-foot setback fromthe San Lucas community,
but I do want to just reiterate that state | and did not
commt to that setback, and they asked us to generally
foll ow property lines and existing infrastructure.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

M5. MARI NEZ: Okay. So noving on to the
State Historic Preservation Ofice, | actually have a
slide on this next, so I'll elaborate on the speci al
nmeeting on the next slide. But they were a regul ar
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participant in our agency briefings, as well and they
provi ded feedback there as well. And then we al so net
wth Trico to let them know about the project as a
courtesy as well.

So, Chairman Stafford, as you and nenbers
of the commttee are aware, there was a speci al open
nmeeting to address concerns regardi ng standard conditions
that are included in Certificates of Environnental
Conpatibility. So as a result, we collaborated with the
State Hi storic Preservation Ofice, SHPO and our utility
counterparts to bring forward the | anguage that is
i ncluded in our CEC, and has been filed as Exhibit 17.
BY MS. GRABEL:

Q Ms. Marinez, before you nove on, will you turn
to Exhibit TEP-17 now.

Are you there?

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q And does the | anguage that is contained on
Exhibit 17 entitled, "SHPO Proposed Language for
Inclusion in Certificates of Environnental Conpatibility
Revi sed May 19, 2025," do the conditions there nunber 7,
8, and 11 reflect the |anguage that was negoti at ed
bet ween the state preservation -- the State Historic
Preservation Ofice and various utilities?

A (M5. MARINEZ) It does.
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Q And which utilities were kind of at the table,
so to speak, w th SHPO?

A (M5. MARINEZ) I'Il let M. Bryner answer that
since he was at the neeting.

Q Ckay.

A (MR, BRYNER) Yeah, so it was obviously TEP and
Uni Source, along with Arizona Electric Power Cooperative,
so our project and APS, so all of the nmjor transm ssion
providers within the state of Arizona.

Q And you were a part of that neeting?

A (MR BRYNER) Yes.

Q And does t he | anguage that SHPO proposed
accurately reflect what all of the parties agreed to?

A (MR BRYNER) Yes, it does. They agreed to in
that neeting -- there was a little bit of further comrent
after the fact between SHPO and one of the utilities.

Q Thank you.

But this reflects what all the utilities agreed
to as of May of 20257?
A (MR. BRYNER) Yes, it does.
Q Thank you.
Go ahead, Ms. Marinez.

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Ckay. Using the consultation
tool kit provided through the SHPO we identified nine
tribal conmmunities who claiman ancestral affiliation to
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the project area. An informal consultation |etter was
mai |l ed and emailed to those comunities. W also invited
the communities to participate in our agency briefings
and offered individual briefings, provided enail updates,
and made phone calls at various stages of the project.
SHPO al so recommended that we consult with the four
southern tribes and we briefed the four southern tribes
at their January 17th neeting. And so -- and based on

t he feedback fromthat neeting, they asked us to attend
nore regularly to provide project updates, which we plan
to do.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD:. Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Can we go back to the
agencies. You nentioned that 26 agencies attended the
nmeeti ngs?

M5. MARI NEZ: 24, over the course of the
t hree neeti ngs.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And how nmany notifications
were sent out? The application didn't say how many
agencies you notified. And | realize that you anended
your notification |list between the different neetings,
but if you could just give ne an idea of 24 out of how
many notifications?

M5. MARI NEZ: We can look into that.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

M5. MARI NEZ: And circle back.

MEMBER DRAGO. M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFCORD: Yes, Menber Drago.

MEMBER DRAGO | have a question on the
tribal outreach. Can you explain how you sel ected the
tribes that you sel ected?

M5. MARI NEZ: So we used the consultation
toolkit on the State Historic Preservation Ofice web
page.

MEMBER DRAGO  Very good. Thank you

MS. GRABEL: Before we npbve on rea
qui ckly. Menber Little, just to clarify, do you nean how
many people did we send the notifications to or what
specifically are you | ooking for?

MEMBER LI TTLE: How many different
agenci es?

MS. GRABEL: How many different agencies,
so not the people at the agencies, but the agencies?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ri ght .

MS. GRABEL: Cot it.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little, because they
said 24 agencies participated, you wanted to know how
many agenci es were afforded the opportunity to
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partici pat e?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. Yes.

M5. MARINEZ: So this is an overview of how
we got the word out about the project, and I'll break
t hese down over the next few slides. So prior to each
open house, a nailing was sent to property owners,
busi nesses, and residents wthin the study area and a
one-mle buffer surrounding it. W also sent a postcard
notification after the filing -- after filing the CEC
application to notice the public and interested parties
of the application and hearing. The nailers were sent in
English with a short Spani sh bl urb.

And then also prior to each public neeting
or in-person public neeting we posted tenporary signage
to advertise those neetings at high traffic areas. W
al so posted flyers at high-traffic -- foot traffic
| ocati ons throughout the community. Those were done in
Engli sh and Spanish as well. And we al so posted
advertisenents in the Arizona Daily Star, the Marana
Expl orer, and Arizona Bilingual prior to each neeting.

CHWN STAFFORD: Qui ck question, which
counties did those publications circulate in?

M5. MARI NEZ: Pima.

"Il check on -- we'll have to check on
Arizona Bilingual, it mght expand -- we'll check on
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Arizona Bilingual, but Marana and Arizona Daily Star are
Pi ma County.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. |I'mjust curious to
know i f any publication was done in Pinal County.

M5. MARINEZ: We'll look into that.

Ckay. So we al so had social nedia
canpai gns, they were geo-targeted Facebook and | nstagram
ads within the study area, and they were centered al ong
interstate 10 and they expanded out three mles. And
this is a summary if you read each row or colum, |
shoul d say, there's a summary of each outreach effort.

So "inpressions"” are ads displayed on
screens. "Reach" are ads seen at |east once by a
custoner. And "click-through rate"” is the ratio of those
who saw the ad and clicked on it for nore information.
And so if you add the rows up, there were a total of
245, 000 ads di spl ayed on screens, over 87,000 customers
who saw the ad at | east once, known as "reach," and then
that resulted in a click-through rate of 1.77 percent.
And that's who saw the ad and clicked on it for nore
i nf or mati on.

CHWN STAFFORD: And how does that conpare
w th other social nedia outreach canpaigns? 1|Is that a
good ratio, a bad ratio, a neh ratio?

M5. MARINEZ: It was pretty on par from
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when | -- 1'Il read it to you, | have -- so there's a
general traffic canpaign benchmarks, it has a
click-through rate of 1.51 and ours was 1.77 across the
three canpaigns. So | think this is just click-through,
but engagenent benchmarks for governnent are 1.61 and
| nstagram 2. 01. And ours, again, was 1.77, so | would
say they're --

CHWN STAFFORD: Meh?

M5. MARINEZ: -- pretty in line with that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Did you have a question,
Member Little? | thought | saw you reaching for your

m cr ophone.

MEMBER LI TTLE: 1'll wait until she's done
with this.

M5. MARINEZ: | was about to nove on to the
next slide.

MEMBER LI TTLE: ©Ch, okay. | apol ogize
for -- I"'ma little behind here, but | had a coupl e of
questions about the tribal consultation. 1In the

application, you indicated that the Pascua Yaqui Tri be

i ndi cated they woul d need nore information on the
preferred alternative or Class IlIl surveys to comrent,
and t he Tohono O odham Nati on requested cultural surveys
when conplete. And you indicated that, | think, that you
woul d foll ow through with the tri bes.
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Is that what you neant? 1|s the applicant
commtting to doing both of these things and providing
that information to those two tribes?

MS. MARI NEZ: Yes, we are.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MS. MARINEZ: And we provided C ass --
well, we provided the SHPO | etter that we sent to the
State Hi storic Preservation Ofice with C ass
information. W sent that to the Tohono O odham Nati on
upon their request and then we planned to send the
Class Ill information to both Tohono O odham and Pascua
Yaqui as wel | .

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. | just wanted
that on the record.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Pl ease proceed.

M5. MARI NEZ: Okay. So we also had a
proj ect web page and we had it both in English and
Spani sh. And the web page is included, interactive naps,
outreach nmaterials, project video, coment form howto,
you know, contact information, how to contact us and
proj ect updates. And the nunbers on the screen that you
see, the nearly 3,000 views and 1,800 uni que users for
Engli sh, and then 200 views in Spanish and 28 uni que
users, those -- | actually have updated numbers, so these
were the nunbers when we filed and | have updated
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nunbers, which I'lIl read now.

So from Cctober 21st to June 16th in
Engli sh we had 3,953 views, and we had 2,266 users. And
then for the sane tinme period for Spanish we had 304
views and 53 users.

BY MS. GRABEL:

Q Ms. Marinez, before you nove on, wll you pl ease
take a | ook at Exhibit TEP-11.

|s TEP-11 a summary of the social nedia canpaign

nmetrics that you just di scussed?

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q And were those docunments prepared by you or
under your direction and control ?

A (MS. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q Thank you. Pl ease proceed.

CHWN STAFFORD: | have a quick question
about the project web page informati on. Do you have any
information as to | ocation of the unique users that
visited the project website?

M5. MARINEZ: | can ask for it.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. | nean, | guess ny
question is, do you know which counties they were in? |If
they were all Pima County, were there inpressions from
Pi nal County? Are there people from | guess Maricopa
County people could be interested in it, even though it's

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 246 VOLUME Il  06/17/2025 245

not going to inpact themdirectly. |1'mjust curious to
see what the breakdown was by county to see who was
payi ng attention.

| s that sonething you can find out?

M5. MARI NEZ: We'Il ask our -- our web
t eam

CHWN STAFFORD:. Gkay. Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Looking again at the
project web page, |I'mtaken by the fact in the upper

ri ght-hand corner there, 3,020 views by 1,806 uni que
users. Seens reasonable. So 1,800 people |Iooked at this
basically twi ce, back of the envel ope, and yet we | ook
down at the Spani sh one, we have 209 views by 28 peopl e.

That neans 28 people |looked at it nine tinmes.

Comment ?
MS. MARINEZ: | think the culprit are it's
likely me. | was on that web page a lot to check it and

update it. So | was probably quite a bit of those views.
MEMBER KRYDER: | appreciate your
honorabi lity.
(Speaki ng i n Spanish.)
MS. MARI NEZ: ( Speaking in Spanish.)
Ckay. So, let's see, so at each open house
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we had a sign-in sheet where attendees could opt in to be
part of our mailing list, and so as we built that |list we
were able to send email updates along with our other

mai lings. And then we also sent -- we also invited
agencies to participate in our agency briefings, and
there is atitle typo on this page, we did not mail them
postcards to invite themto the agency briefings, but we
did mail themthe nailers, either postcard or

newsl etters, to invite themto the open house neetings
and notice them So a slight correction to this page.

CHWN STAFFORD: And you're tal ki ng about
slide 66 of Exhibit 7?

MS. MARI NEZ: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

M5. MARINEZ: And | also have a correction
on slide 67 as well. Let ne just point it out here. So
this -- this right here was a carryover fromthe | ast
slide, so this is not accurate either, it's just a
copy/ paste error. So let ne just read you an update for
this as well. So mailers and emails were also sent to
| ocal, state, and federal public officials during the
t hree outreach phases. Public officials were al so
of fered individual briefings.

BY MS. GRABEL:
Q So, Ms. Marinez, just to clarify for the record,
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the verbiage on this slide that says, "Postcards and
emails were sent to notice the three agency briefings,"”
that's what should be struck?

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Again, | question el ected
public officials, okay. Wo? Wat |level? Just give ne
a back of the envelope, did you send it to the
congr essional delegation or to the | ocal council nen or
counsel people on the Marana Gty Council?

M5. MARINEZ: All of the above, | ocal,
state, and federal elected officials wth jurisdiction
w thin the study area.

MEMBER KRYDER:  And who responded? | nean,
did you get anything back fromthe congressional
del egati on? Does anybody |listen -- answer the phone up
t here?

MS. MARINEZ: So for congressional, we
didn't get a response. W did get an enmail, one state
representative | know -- so our governnent affairs rep
actually had the contact with them and so | know there
was one kind of general question about just receivVving
nore information froma state representative. And then
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for the council nenmbers, Council Menber Ziegler was

i nterested and she attended our first open house neeti ng,
and she received regul ar updates and -- but none of our
offers for individual briefings were taken, but we did
have council nenber -- then Council Menber Ziegler, she's
now vi ce mayor, and then another council nenber attend
our first neeting.

MEMBER KRYDER: So nothing from DC and a

little -- one person fromthe -- from Maricopa -- Gty
of -- | nean, the nation of Maricopa, and then the rest
of it was fromthe Town Council, Cty Council -- is

Marana, by the way, a city or a town?

MS5. MARINEZ: It's a town.

MEMBER KRYDER: It's a town, okay, thanks.

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

M5. GRABEL: And, Ms. Marinez, Menber
Kryder, just so you know, a full summary of all of the
public official outreach is contained in Exhibit J-10 to
the CEC application.

MEMBER KRYDER: | didn't get that far

M5. GRABEL: Oh, no, that's okay. Just
l etting you know.

CHWN STAFFORD: | believe there's another
summary as TEP-10, isn't there?

MS. GRABEL: There is another summary --
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that's nuch nore of a summary, though, J-10 is very -- is
r obust.

M5. MARI NEZ: Okay. So | nentioned the San
Lucas Board of Directors neeting that we had in March.

So |l don't think I'Il go into any further detail, because
| think we covered it already. W also had reached out
to the d adden Farns community and asked that we could
conme to their nei ghborhood neeting and provi de an update.
And we hadn't heard back and we had a representative at

t he March neeting attend, and so when | asked her she
said they don't regularly neet, and that the best way to
get the information out to their nei ghborhood was through
newsletter. And so | asked -- | offered to wite a

newsl etter, and so she accepted. And we sent one when we
had our route alternatives to notice our third open
house. And then we al so provi ded anot her newsl etter when
we filed the application.

And | do want to nmention, they have a very
|arge email distribution list. They have a list of over
4,000 residents, even though d adden Farns is about 1,700
hones, they obviously have, you know, emails at
multiple -- or households have multiple emails, so -- and
she did let nme know that they have a very high readership
of their newsletter, so we did get the word out that way
as well.
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MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER. Did | hear correctly there
are 1,700, back of the envel ope, 1,700 residents' mailing
addr esses?

MS. MARI NEZ: Yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you. And is
this the subdivision -- this is not the subdivision that
we drove through this norning, d adden Farns we drove
past on the way out; is that correct?

M5. MARINEZ: That's San Lucas. On the way
in, we drove through d adden Farns.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ch, okay. Thank you.

MS. MARI NEZ: Uh- huh.

So we al so had four bilingual team nenbers
at each neeting. W had our virtual open house boards
were al so translated into Spani sh, and then we had our
mai | i ngs and materials nade avail able in English and
Spani sh and a bilingual coment form W did not receive
any Spanish calls, emails, or comments.

So there were nmultiple ways to comment
about the project. Could fill out a coment form paper
or online, and send an email or make a phone call.

CHW STAFFORD: One nonent.

Menber Fontes, you have a question?
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MEMBER FONTES: Yes, | do, M. Chairnan.

Marana's known for, like, off-road and a
| ot of recreational and in part of the town they have an
annual show t here.

Ms. Marinez, did you get any comments back
fromthat community, out of curiosity?

M5. MARI NEZ: Menber Fontes from what --

MEMBER FONTES: The --

(Cross-talk.)

CHWN STAFFORD: One at a tine.

Menber Fontes, ask your question and
then, Ms. Marinez, you can provide the answer. WAt --
and then wait until she answers the question before you
ask the next question, please.

Go ahead, Menber Fontes, ask the question.

MEMBER FONTES: Go ahead and answer the
question, Ms. Marinez.

CHW STAFFCORD: So that was about the
of f-roadi ng community, the response fromthem that was
your question?

MEMBER FONTES: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

M5. MARI NEZ: We did not hear fromt hat
community on this project.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?
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CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | noted a couple of places
that it was discussed -- this was the CAP, | guess the
comments were either fromthe agency or fromthe public
with regard to the area around the CAP. They tal k about
a green-up area on the east side of the CAP, as well as
a, they call it sonething else, a wldlife -- encouraging
wildlife or Wldlife Reclamation Area on the east side of
the CAP. | haven't heard any discussion about that in
our hearing here. Wich, if any -- | nean, which of the
alternatives would inpact that, what they're calling the
green-up area on the east side of the CAP?

MS. MARINEZ: Could we get the route
alternative nap up on the screen, please?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Looks |i ke maybe just the
Crossi ngs?

M5. MARINEZ: It's essentially the yell ow
area on the route alternatives map, let ne see if it's --
it's here on the placenmat, actually, the yellow line that
Is next to the CAP canal |ine.

VEMBER LI TTLE: Ch, okay. So it's not --
it doesn't extend as far as the -- in the area that we're
concerned about, it doesn't extend as far as where the
lines would go, then. So it would just be the crossing
of those areas. Gkay, thank you.
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MS. MARI NEZ: Yeah, and just to add, CAP
did nmention -- so they'll bring Bureau of Recl amation
into the conversation once we have an alternative route,
and they're going to facilitate those conversati ons.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Again, Ms. Marinez, | ooking
at the map there, you said the yellow portion in the
upper right-hand corner here was that greenbelt we were
t al ki ng about .

Does CAP own the |l and or do they have
easenent s?

MR BRYNER So it's owned by -- or the
Bur eau of Recl amati on woul d be the federal |and steward
over that land. So it would be considered federal |and.
And then CAP is operating within that.

MEMBER KRYDER: So CAP's entire section of
| and i s Bureau of Recl amation?

MR BRYNER | believe so. |[|'mnot
100 percent positive, but | believe so.

MEMBER KRYDER: | never knew. | never
heard the question discussed before. That's very good.
Thank you very nuch.

MS. MARI NEZ: Ckay.
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BY MS. GRABEL:
Q Pl ease continue, yes, Ms. Marinez.
A (M5. MARINEZ) All right. So this is a breakdown

of the comments that we received.

general |y favorabl e of
devel oped ar eas,
alternative 3. And we also
property values, wldlife,
many commrents from agenci es.

MEMBER KRYDER

CHWN STAFFORD:

MEMBER KRYDER
back, | don't have in front
you get a negative -- |
comments from anybody about
correctly or are they under

MS. MARI NEZ:

there were sone gener al

new transm ssion lines in the area,

MEMBER KRYDER
MS. MARI NEZ:

MEMBER LI TTLE
MEMBER KRYDER
CHWN STAFFORD
MEMBER LI TTLE

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
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comment s t hat

Conment s were

routes or segnents in |ess

al t hough we did receive sone support for

recei ved conments about

and cul tural resources. And
M. Chairnman?
Yes, Menber Kryder.
Looki ng back, thi nking

of nme the smley faces, did

haven't heard any negative

this, is -- aml hearing it
the tabl e sonewhere or --
There was -- there was --
j ust opposed any
so there was that.
Ckay. But that's about it?
That's about it.

M. Chai rman?

Thank you.
Yes, Menber Little.
| read all the comments and

602. 266. 6535
Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 246 VOLUME Il  06/17/2025 255

it seened like there were quite a few fromthe San Lucas
nei ghbor hood -- nei ghborhood area. But they really
wanted to be sure that the line, if it gets built, would
be a ways away from their nei ghborhood.

M5. MARINEZ: | think that's fair to say,
yes. Thank you, Menber Little.

MEMBER LITTLE: | didn't really notice that
many from ot her residents in any of the nei ghborhoods
t hat woul d be affected.

M5. MARINEZ: And we did hear fromthe San
Lucas community at their board neeting that they prefer
that the line not be adjacent to their comunity at all,
but that if it did, that it would at | east be that
300 feet.

BY M5. GRABEL:

Q And, Ms. Marinez, if a nenber wanted to read the
comments, would it be found in Table J-1 to the CEC
application, which is TEP-1?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

VEMBER LI TTLE: First, | want to thank the
applicant for the tour this norning. As always, it's so
hel pful to get out there and really | ook and see on the
ground and see what things | ook |Iike, as opposed to naps
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and overheads and virtual sinulations. |'mjust
wondering, | noticed that at the corner of -- well, |

guess it's where Grier Road kind of curves around into

what is that Luckett Road, | think -- | want to call it
Locket -- Luckett, there was a residence, it | ooked |ike
a farm-- farnhouse, right there kind of on the corner

and pretty close to the road. D d you get any comments
that you could identify that m ght have cone fromthat
resi dent about, what is that, alternative B?

M5. MARI NEZ: Menber Little, | wonder if
you're referring to the veterinarian clinic?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Could be. There was a
bui I di ng.

M5. MARINEZ: And there's a -- | believe
it's a home too or it looks |like one at |least fromthe
r oad.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah, yeah

M5. MARI NEZ: We did not receive feedback
fromthem

MEMBER LI TTLE: Okay. Thank you.

M5. MARI NEZ: Okay. So noving on to how we
provi ded notice about the hearing. So we ran soci al
medi a ads from March 7th through March 14th. So this was
shortly after we filed for our application. And that ran
for a week just to let the public know that we had done
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that and of the upcom ng hearing. And then in addition
to that, we also ran social nedia ads fromJune 2nd to
June 16t h, which was two weeks prior to this hearing.

And so the nunmbers you're seeing, the inpressions, reach,
and click-through nunbers that you' re seeing on the
screen are fromthe May canpaign. And | do have updated
nunbers for a total of the two, the May and the June
canpai gn.

So for inpressions, these are ads displ ayed
on screens, we had 94, 386 i npressions. For reach, so
this is the ad seen at | east once by a custonmer, we had
59,386. And then the click-through rate was .39 percent.
And the click-through rate is the ratio of those who saw
the ads and clicked for nore information. W also sent
mai l ers and emmils providing notice of the hearing,
posted flyers at comunity | ocati ons.

And that concludes what we did to get the
word out about the heari ngs.

BY MS. GRABEL:

Q And before we nove on to the siting study,
Ms. Marinez, would you please turn to Exhibit TEP-10.
That is the summary of the public outreach that was
conducted with respect to this project, correct?

A (M. MARI NEZ) Correct.

Q WAas that docunent prepared by you and your
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direction and control ?

A (MS. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q And does it accurately summari ze the public
outreach efforts that we nade?

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q Thank you.

Do we have any further questions about the
public outreach before we nove on to the siting study?

CHWN STAFFORD: Are you going to cover
Exhibit TEP-13? | think nost of those things have
al ready been nmentioned in the slide presentation.

MS. GRABEL: ©Oh, those are the | egal notice
requi rements, so | do those in the very mundane thing
that takes |like 15 m nutes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. All right.

MR. BRYNER Am | up?

BY M5, GRABEL:

Q You' re up.

A (MR BRYNER) Ckay. So the siting study. So
we' ve gone over basically everything we need to know
about these routes, but we've not covered how we canme up
with them So let's talk about that. So TEP has
devel oped a fairly detail ed planning and siting process
that -- sorry, that includes five different phases. The
goal of this siting process is to find the best possible
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route for a transmssion line. |In addition to that, we
also identify any alternatives that are al so good
opti ons.

So the process is heavily influenced by the
public. As Ms. Marinez just testified, we went through
extensive efforts to try to engage with the public, get
their feedback, hear their concerns, and then we
i ncorporate that into this process at every stage. So
during phase I, we acknow edged the concept of -- or the
concept that the project needed to achieve.

So we've discussed this in a fair bit of detail
al ready, but just to rehash briefly, so we know we needed
to connect, we needed to finish the circuit that we'd
already partially sited, together with AEPCO fromt hat
circuit tie down to the Gier Substation, and then we
needed to identify a path for a second doubl e-circuit
line, so that we could create the desired transm ssion
| oop.

So once we'd identified the points of -- hold
on, okay. Gkay. So once we'd identified the points of
i nterconnection, we then identified a siting study area,
and we base that on high-1level opportunities. So the
study area, it just hel ps provide us with sone focus, and
It puts sone paraneters on the limts of the area within
whi ch alternative routes woul d be consi dered.
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So | think we've discussed this a little bit
al ready, but that study area was bounded on the north by
t he Pima/Pinal County |line, on the east by the
transm ssion line corridor that we sawin the field
t oday, on the south by Tangeri ne Road, on the west, Kkind
of sout hwest, by the Santa Cruz River, and on the west by
Luckett Road.

So once we'd identified the study area, the
proj ect team conducted field visits so that we could
characteri ze the study area, get an understandi ng of both
the natural and the built environnent within the study
area that exists today. W then identified
opportunities. So that consisted of |ooking for areas
t hat appeared to be good candidates for a transm ssion
line. So we | ooked at things |ike najor roadways,
railroads, existing linear infrastructure, such as other
electric transmi ssion or sub-transm ssion |ines, major
transm ssi on pipelines, also canals, so we | ook at those
areas because they're areas with established |inear
ri ghts-of-way that have al ready been di st urbed.

We al so | ooked at existing or planned industri al
| and uses, so those are generally areas where sensitivity
to the construction and operation of a new transm ssion
line are nore mnimal. And so all of those, then, becane
opportunities for siting our transmssion line. W also
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identified constraints. So if an area was identified as
a constraint, it didn't nean that we couldn't build a
transm ssion line there, it sinply neant that there were
sonme chal |l enges that would need to be overcone. So we
di vided these constraints into two different categories.
The first, which is shown on the screen, are |and use
constraints, so that included things |Iike higher-density
devel opnent, as well as airports.

And we | ooked at -- the second | evel of
constraints we | ooked at were natural resource
constraints. So in this case, that largely included the
riparian areas that were along the Santa CGuz R ver in
t he sout hwest portion of the study area. So we then
eval uated each of the identified opportunities, and we
did that through an engi neering | ens where we sinply
asked the question of can we construct the line in this
| ocation? And if the answer was yes, then that becane
what we called a prelimnary segnent or a segnent that
coul d be conbined with other segnents to forman entire
route. And then it would be subject to further analysis
at the follow ng phases of the siting study.

So at this point we identified 159 different
prelimnary segnents. So those segnents were really the
cul m nation of phase |I of our siting process. And we
then shared those with the public, along with those
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opportunities and the constraints which were the inputs
into those prelimnary segnents, so that we coul d seek
comment fromthe public, as well as they m ght have had
things that they wanted to add that we had m ssed.

So then noving on to phase |1, we gathered data,
so that included gathering spacial data, as well as
reports, along with informati on that we recei ved through
our interactions with the agencies, stakeholders in the
area. And that information was all gathered together for
use in the subsequent phases of the siting process.

I n phase Il of the siting study, that was
our suitability assessnent is what we call it, we created
six different criteria nodels using Geographic
| nfformati on Systens, or AS, to represent spatia
evaluation criteria. So the nodels we created were
comruni cations, cultural resources, existing |and use,
pl anned | and use, natural resources, and vi sual
resour ces.

So then the 159 prelimnary segnents that
we identified in phase | were eval uated through each of
those nodels. As a result, 23 segnments that had | ower
suitability scores were renoved from further
consideration in the siting study. So those elim nated
segnents are shown on the screen on slide 84 in the gray
color, and we carried forward 136 segnments for further
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evaluation in the next phase of the project or of the
siting study, and those are shown in green on the nmap.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber French, you have a
questi on?

MEMBER FRENCH:  Yes.

M. Bryner, for the alternative route 2
alignnent, along Wentz Road where it runs north and
south, it does not appear that there is a segnent for
t hat section on this nmap.

MR BRYNER: Sure. Wsh | would have put
street nanes on here. So alternative 2 along Wntz is
ri ght here.

MEMBER FRENCH: | believe that's correct.

MR. BRYNER  You are correct.

So trying to renmenber what happened ri ght
there. So, yeah, to acknow edge your comment, you're
absol utely correct, we don't have a -- or we did not have
a route there, because there was no, as you guys m ght
have seen, we did pause the bus there on our tour. W
| ooked over there, there was a dirt road, but not a paved
road, so it wasn't identified explicitly as a corridor.
So we | ater kind of nodified that and said, hey, this is
better than going over to the freeway and goi ng up was
going right there, so we |ook at these as a really fat
mar ker at this point.
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MEMBER FRENCH: Understood. Thank you.

MR- BRYNER So once we had these -- is
this fly getting any of you guys or just ne?

M5. GRABEL: Yes. I|I'mtrying to kill it
this whole tine, sorry.

MS. HILL: 1Is it just one fly?

CHWN STAFFORD: | think so, but it's very
active. Seens to be making its way across the entire
t abl e here.

MEMBER MERCER | killed a fruit fly, but
not bi g enough.

MR BRYNER. Al right. The fly aside.

So back to -- back to slide 84, so once
we'd identified -- or once we had refined these segnents
through this first |evel of screener eval uation, we had
t hose 136 segnents, we took those to the public again to
share the process of how we devel oped those and sought
t heir feedback, their comment, their review

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Bryner, when you say
"took" themto the public, does that nmean that one of the
open houses or --

MR. BRYNER: Correct. So at this stage of
the process we held a virtual open house.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Okay. Thank you.

MR, BRYNER  Yup.

CHWN STAFFORD: Quick, |I'm sure you
nmentioned this before, what date range was the open house
when you devel oped the segnents, vetted the segnents.

MR. BRYNER: This one was held -- and,
Adriana, correct ne if I'"'mwong, but frombasically the
very first of February to m d-February.

M5. MARI NEZ: January 30t h through
February 14th.

CHWN STAFFORD: O ?

MR. BRYNER: 2025. This year.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

MR. BRYNER: Ckay. So noving on to slide
85, so phase IV, at this stage we had a very detail ed
conpatibility analysis. So this analysis |ooked at nine
different siting factors, nmany of which are considered by
the commttee, but also sone factors that were inforned
by the public and stakehol der input. And each of those
factors were anal yzed in detail for each of the route
segnents that were under consideration. Those were
anal yzed by subject matter experts in each of those
fields. So we had wildlife biologists, archaeol ogi sts,
an environnental and | and use planner, transm ssion |ine
engi neers, and right-of-way specialists that were | ooking
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at these factors and evaluating them

And in the end the results of the analysis
were reviewed in order to identify the routes that were
nost conpatible with the criteria considered. So, again,
we're | ooking at each criteria individually, but then
collectively. And the results of the conpatibility
analysis were the identification of the single route --
whoops -- the single route between the Gier tie or the
Gier circuit -- the Gier Substation and the circuit
tie, and then our alternative routes A, B, 1, 2, and 3.

MEMBER FRENCH: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber French.

MEMBER FRENCH: M. Bryner, I'mtrying to
di scern the -- where the Veterans Menorial Cenetery fits
inin the sensitive category evaluation for visual
i mpacts. |'m |l ooking at page 62 of Exhibit B-1 to the
application that tal ks about existing |and use
sensitivity categories, and |I'massumng that it falls

under the public, quasi-public, but 1'd Iike to get that

for sure.

MR BRYNER  Just give ne a mnute to get
there. | was thinking it was a map, not a table. Hold
on, | need anot her m nute.

MEMBER FRENCH: My apologies. And it's
Table 2. | believe it's on the screen now, M. Bryner
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MR. BRYNER: Sorry, we're going to have to
do a little nore digging. | see the table you' re talking
about, and I would presune the sane as you, | would
classify that under public, quasi-public, but I'd like to
confirm

MEMBER FRENCH: CGot it.

And | have anot her question as well. On
page 68, not far fromthere, is Figure 11, which is a nap
that has a | ayover of the visual resource considerations
nodel for the study area. And it does not appear that
the Veterans Menorial Cenetery is highlighted.

MR. BRYNER  You're correct.

MEMBER FRENCH: So were visual resource
I npacts considered for that facility, and if so, where?

MR BRYNER. So in this sense | would say
t hey were not consi dered, because this -- if it's not on

this data right here on the map, it was not consi dered.

N DD DN DN DN N P P
o A~ W N B O © o

But these maps that you're seeing in the figures right
here, they were used during the phase |1l suitability
assessnent, so a little higher |evel assessnent versus
t he phase IV. That was a nore detail ed review where a
subject natter expert |ooked at each of those
i ndi vidually and vi sual resources was one of the factors
t hat was | ooked at.

G ve ne one second to just look in our
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Exhibit E, and see if we've got anything on that.

MEMBER FRENCH. Ckay. Thank you.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: Menber French, if it's
useful, | live in the Pinnacle Peak corridor next to the
Ari zona National Veterans Cenetery, and there's 345-kV
lines in the sane proposed corridor that is very simlar
to this. Wile not ideal, |I 100 percent agree, as a
veteran, yet there is, it's not unconmon.

MEMBER FRENCH:  Menber Fontes, do you know
whi ch one cane first, the 345 or the cenetery?

MEMBER FONTES: | don't. That's a great
question. That predates ny residence of this zip code,
but yeah, it's not uncommon in California, as well, and
t hr oughout the Desert Sout hwest .

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: It occurs to ne in | ooking
at the map that's on the screen, page 85, froma
reliability -- we did not -- we talked a | ot about
alternative 1, alternative 2, alternative 3, but we
haven't tal ked a | ot about the difference between A and
B, and the reasons why Ais preferred to B. Froma
reliability perspective, as a utility planner, B would
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seemto ne to be nore reliable, as you don't have the two
circuits in and out of what's that substation at the
bottom Gier --

MR BRYNER Gier.

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- Grier Substation that
cl ose together. Could you maybe just discuss a little
bit about why the applicant prefers Ato B?

MR. BRYNER:  Yeah, in fact, that was
basically ny next -- ny next slide.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, conti nue.

MR BRYNER If you can give ne a half a
second, though, just to junp back to Menber French's
question, and then I'll get to yours, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Sure. Sure. Thank you.

MR BRYNER So | was able to look in
Exhibit E, which is visual or scenic, | guess, scenic and
cul tural resources. Exhibit E to the application. And
our KOP, Key Observation Point Nunmber 1, that was right
out in front of the cenetery, essentially representing a
view fromthere. So we did analyze the visual inpacts
associ ated with a viewer experience fromthere, and we
| ooked at it as if it was a -- you can call ne
insensitive, a recreation user.

MEMBER FRENCH:. Understood. Thank you.
just wanted to nake sure that it was considered within
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the nodeling and actually classified as what it should
be. And it just seened |like there was a slight disparity
bet ween the different phases that you had descri bed, but
since it's been considered in that |ater phase, | think
that's appropri ate.

MR BRYNER: Thank you

CHWN STAFFORD: And, Menber French, if you
| ook at the photos on pages 222 and 223, you could see
that in the existing view they've got the distribution
line there, but then in the new one that woul d be gone
and i nstead you see the transm ssion |ine.

MEMBER FRENCH: CGot it.

MR- BRYNER: And we can confirm what we
used or how we classified it in phase Ill as well. It's
in Exhibit H and it does state on page 245 of the
application that the Arizona Veterans Cenetery was
classified as public, quasi-public.

MEMBER FRENCH. Thank you, M. Bryner.

MR BRYNER. Al right. Menber Little,
think we can get to your question about why the preferred
routes were selected. So | guess, to start off, before
we selected a preferred route, so once we got to the
alternative routes, we then presented these to the public
again. This tine we had an in-person open house, because
we wanted to consider the public's feedback, in
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conjunction with the data that we had on the various
resources and criteria that we were | ooking at for
evaluation, so that -- that weighed intoit. And so, as
we know, we only had the single route that was identified
between the Gier Substation and the -- and the circuit
tie. And that -- again, we've discussed that, but
basically there were other routes that we | ooked at.

As you saw, we had a spaghetti bow full of
different route options we could have gone down, but in
t he end nothing el se nade sense ot her than the nost
direct route for that. Anything else would have been
| onger, would have had greater inpacts to resources,
woul d have cost nore. Nothing really justified it, and
there was, as you saw fromthe smley/sad face chart,
there was really nothing that kept that from | ooki ng good
except for the fact that it was not an existing utility
corridor.

But | think to really discuss why we
selected alternative A and B as our preferred route for
the double -- sorry -- what did you say -- sorry, 1A
alternative route 1A -- thanks, what did | call it?

M5. MARINEZ: A and B, | think.

MR BRYNER We wanted to make a very tiny
| oop.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?
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CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Before M. Bryner goes on,
could I pose a question to you? |1'mlooking at the
pl acemat here, and | was quite taken by the fact that
your right-of-way costs are -- | ooked |ike about 110
percent of your construction cost, is that the normfor
bui Il di ng such transm ssion lines or is Marana an
excepti on?

| mean, |ooking at your first one,
alternative 1A is 8.8 mllion to build the -- for
construction, and 9.7, |ooks like a 120 percent,
actual ly, of your construction cost. Right-of-way costs
are that significant in nost transm ssion |ines?

MR BRYNER. So I'll say the way we
devel oped our right-of-way costs for this project where
we assuned that we would purchase -- that we would
purchase easenents in all cases. So we don't typically
buy the | and where we -- where we go, we buy an easenent
or we get a |lease, or whatever it is, for the land we're
goi ng over.

But a lot of the tines we're |located within
road right-of-way, where we either have a franchise
agreenent so we can be there by right, or we'll be under
there through a right-of-way use permt, sonething |ike
that. So we're not actually purchasing the | and or
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pur chasi ng an easenent.

So in that case it brings the costs down
substantially, and we very well may do that on this
project for quite a bit of it, but for purposes of
estimati ng, we said we're going to be purchasing an
easenent 100 feet wde for the length of the project, and
we, for our negotiating purposes, we start with fair
mar ket val ue.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Are -- again, this
is maybe off the subject a bit, but are easenents a
one-tinme paynent or is this an ongoing thing to the
current | andowner?

MR. BRYNER: Again, it depends. W'd sure
li ke themto be a one-tine thing, but across state | and,
so state | and does not grant easenents, but they'll grant
a lease. And that has an expiration date, | think
they're usually around 25 years. |In 25 years we again
pay whatever the rates are. Federal |and, they'll grant
a special use permt that again has an expiration date,
that you renew it, pay again. Private |and, though,
typically we get a perpetual easemnent.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay. Thank you very rmuch.
That's quite enlightening to ne. | have never pursued
that wwth you before, and that's quite interesting.

Thank you.
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MR. BRYNER: Yeah. You're wel cone.

CHWN STAFFORD: And, M. Bryner, for routes
1 and 2, about half of the right-of-way would be on
private | and, as opposed to State Trust Land, right?

MR BRYNER | would say that's fair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Perhaps a little nore,
dependi ng on the route?

MR. BRYNER: Yeah, and of those, you know,
al ong Luckett Road we have the opportunity to be within
road right-of-way, other areas | think less so. So |
woul d say the right-of-way costs, that's sort of the high
end on the estinate.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. So specifically
for the routes where you're going to be replacing --

renoving or replacing infrastructure with a new line,

that's -- there's a high probability that the cost of
the -- right-of-way costs will cone down fromthe figures
you've got on the placemat, and those -- those figures

that are on the placemat, they're originally in the
application, correct?

MR BRYNER Yes, that's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. So --

MR BRYNER Oh, sorry, the question was
again, would those cone down?

CHWN STAFFORD: There's a high probability
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they will cone down for the right-of-way costs
specifically for routes 1 and 2 al ong Luckett Road,
because there's -- you have an easenent or you have a
franchi se agreenment with Marana for the right-of-way
where your existing distribution line is, and then you
have an existing easenent or franchi se agreenent al ong
Barnett Road, and | believe down into where it dips down,
that one's not | abeled on the placenat, but that would
also, | seemto recall, had the 46-kV, the

sub-transm ssion line running the I ength of that segment
of the route that woul d be renoved and repl aced by the
new | i ne.

MR. BRYNER: Yes, | believe you' re tal king
about Moore Road --

CHW STAFFCORD:  Yes.

MR BRYNER -- near d adden Farnms. So,
yeah, you're correct, we actually don't have a franchi se
agreenent with the Town of Marana, so any tine we're in
road right-of-way, we're -- we seek a right-of-way use
permt to be there, and there's a fee associated wth
that, but --

CHWN STAFFORD: But the fee is nuch | ess
t han purchasi ng an easenent ?

MR. BRYNER: Certainly.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay, what -- like, give ne
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a ballpark, is it half the cost of an easenent, a tenth
of the cost of an easenent, a third?

MR BRYNER: | would have to ask, | don't
know.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. I'minterested to
find out what the difference in price is. Because |
think once -- once y'all get through your direct case |
think the commttee kind of needs to have a discussion to
kick around the different routes and try to see if we can
coal esce around one as being superior to the others. 1'm
just trying to think of the factors we're going to | ook
at. | guess we'll |look at the statute and try to see
specifically the cost one, if there's going to be,
because | thought there m ght be a cost difference that
wasn't reflected in these nunbers based on the renoval of
t he sub-transm ssion or undergrounded di stribution. But
based on the nunbers you provided earlier on the back of
t he envel ope -- very back of the envel ope cal cul ati on,
that seened to al nost cone out as a wash. |I'mseeing if
there's a potential for a different change to the cost
structure based on the savings from easenent costs, as
opposed to right-of-way use permts. |I'mjust interested
to know, ballpark, what the difference is in those costs.

MR BRYNER: And if | could, Chairnman
Stafford, | have just a couple nore pieces of information
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for ytall to chew on.

So there is a different strategy that the
conpany woul d have to deci de which course we'd want to
pursue to being in road right-of-way or being in private
easenment. So when you're in road right-of-way, if that
road were to be wdened, which is a high possibility in a
heavily devel oping area, then we're obligated to nove at
our own expense out of the way. Whereas, if we're in
private easenent, and then if the road were to w den
beyond that roadway corridor and into the private area,
then it's not our responsibility to pay to nove the |ine,
it'"s nowthe jurisdiction's. And so that's one thing to
chew on.

The other thing is on the existing
facility, so like in alternative 3, where we have the
46-kV i ne, we do have easenent there. That easenent is
much smaller than the 140 easenent that we woul d seek for
the 138-kV line. And so if we expanded that easenent
there would still be costs, so it's not just a one
facility for another. There would be additi onal
ri ght-of-way we would need to seek. Just a coupl e pieces
of information, | wanted to nake sure you have.

CHVWN STAFFORD: Ri ght . Because t he 46,
what is the easenent 50 feet, you need at | east 100?

MR, BRYNER: | think it's 25, but I wll
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verify.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. And you need 100 for
t he 138-kV.

MR. BRYNER: So, and again, right-of-ways
you can finagle with it a little bit, you know, as to you
can -- you can vary the di stance between poles, so that
you can skinny that right-of-way up or you can naxim ze
t he di stance between those poles and have it wder. So
we |like to naxim ze the di stance between poles, and so
that's kind of where that sweet spot of where we found
that 100-foot-wide right-of-way is what we |like to do.

CHWN STAFFORD: And it's the sway based on
the Il ength of the span, which creates the need for the
w der easenent, correct?

MR, BRYNER:  Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fontes, you have
your hand rai sed?

MEMBER FONTES: Yeah. M. Bryner, very --
very useful and informative on that. The other thing
that | would just like to get sone additional color on
that is howis local and county permtting on the various
routes going to inpact you guys? Marana, that's the new
Queen Creek, it's the -- one of the fastest grow ng
suburbans in the whole country, yet it's got the
additional |load. But how do we optim ze that route
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sel ection around this planning, zoning, naybe design
revi ew boards, and other things, keeping in mnd we want
to facilitate growh there, not only on this
infrastructure project, but in any future and pl anned
projects, road right-of-ways, infrastructures.

VWhat el se can you informus on those
various routes wth that?

MR. BRYNER. So as far as |ocal zoning and
permtting goes, we, outside of the Gier Substation,
none of these other routes are subject to zoning. W
al ready have the zoning required for the Gier
Substation. There are no |ocal ordinances wth respect
to overhead utility infrastructure in the Town of Marana,
so we would need to get a right-of-way use permt from
t he Town of Marana, which we don't anticipate would be a
probl em shoul d we decide to go into road right-of -way.

If there are any pieces that are in Pima County, we do
have a franchi se agreenent with Pima County.

MEMBER FONTES: That includes access roads
for mai ntenance, |ike grading, drainage, all of those
things you're going to need to support this project or is
that just on the right-of-way for the buil d-out.

MR, BRYNER. So | was speaking to dedicated
road rights-of-way. |If there's additional roads that we
needed to build, access roads for construction and/or
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| ong-term mai nt enance, those would be --

MEMBER FONTES: |'mthinking you have
alternatives here, which one is the nost favorable to al
t hose scenarios for you, so we can have that as a data
poi nt as wel | ?

MR BRYNER: 1'Il say alternative 1.

MEMBER FONTES: Ckay. To expand for
growh, to do -- to both construction and then future
operations and future potential growth?

MR. BRYNER: Correct, yeah, and | think
it's -- there's a reason the Town of Marana cane out in
support of our preferred route.

MEMBER FONTES: 100 percent agree.

Thank you, M. Chairman. That's very
i nformati ve.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Thank you, Menber Fontes.

M. Bryner.

MR. BRYNER: Ckay. Menber Little, you' ve
been very patient, let's talk a little bit nore about the
preferred route. So -- so, obviously, for our preferred
route, | don't really need to say it, but it is A and 1,
so down Luckett Road across the county |line and then
parallel to the existing utility corridor or transm ssion
i ne corridor.

So this route was sel ected as our preferred
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because it scored the highest in overall conpatibility.
Agai n, think about the smley/sad faces. So it scored
t he highest, | guess you could say it was tied with 1B,
but we'll talk about that in just one second. It
maxi m zed the use of utility corridors.

So, again, along the eastern side of the
route, all within an existing utility corridor, along the
county line within an existing utility corridor, along
Luckett Road, it's not really a utility corridor, but
"Il say it's a -- it's a sonewhat major road for the
area, and then al ong Marana Road, which is a ngjor
arterial road. The one exception to the corridor rule
woul d be where it goes through the agricultural fields,
extendi ng from Marana Road down to the Gier Substation,
so for that reason it was --

CHWN STAFFORD: TEP owns that property,
doesn't it?

MR BRYNER. We don't own all of it. W
own a |l arge chunk of that one-half mle, but the northern
third, about, is privately owned.

CHWN STAFFORD: And that's owned by?

MR BRYNER:. That is owned by UNM LLC

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And they're
connected wth what operation in this area?

MR BRYNER | don't know
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CHWN STAFFORD: Not Kia [sic] farms, or
what was it, Kai Farms or anything |like that?

MR. BRYNER. No, they're not connected with
either of those. They did attend open house one, two, or
t hree, one of the open houses. They're not big fans of
the line going there.

So, again, that's part of the reason for
havi ng our corridor is we can go on their property, and
on the east side of that corridor that we'd be seeking
between the Gier Substation and Marana Road, it's owned
by Cortaro Farns.

CHWN STAFFORD: And they cane out in
support of this, didn't they?

MR. BRYNER. Well, they sold us the | and
for Gier Substation.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So they could sel
you a little bit nore, give you a little nore easenent if
you've got to the east of the canal to run your |ine?

MR BRYNER I'd like to think so.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. Al right. Sorry, |
interrupted you, but quick followup, on the -- you
t al ked about the difference between operating the road
ri ght-of-way and getting an easenent al ong the Luckett
Road. | guess the issue is how nuch wder is that road
going to get in the future just to make the deci sion
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whet her you want to do the easenent or the road
ri ght-of-way?

MR BRYNER Do you know?

(D scussion off the record.)

MR BRYNER. We'Il have to | ook that up and
get back to you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Sorry. Sorry to
interrupt. | think Menber Little has been very patient
to hear why you like A better than B

MEMBER LI TTLE: |I'mfine with the way
t hi ngs are proceedi ng.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right.

MR, BRYNER. Ckay. Drumroll. So what it
really comes down to is in all of our outreach, as -- |
can't renenber who asked the question -- but did you hear
any negative feedback, primarily the negative feedback
that we heard was, you know, "Hey, let's stay away from
the residential areas,” and so that weighed heavily into
why A over B.

Along A | don't know if anyone was
counting the hones, but al ong A on Marana Road, there's
one hone, and it's set back quite a ways, to the south of
Marana Road, so it passes by one hone, whereas B passes
by quite a number of hones.

CHWN STAFFORD: | thought at least half a
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dozen.

MR BRYNER: Yeah. Yeah. And so that was
basically -- and that -- that community right there cane
out when we were doing the rezoning for the Gier
Substation, they cane out in force to express
their -- they weren't enthusiastic about the substation
being | ocated there, and so then to go and route the
transm ssion |ine around that nei ghborhood as well, we
felt that it would be a better route to go on A

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | appreciate that. Thank
you. And that makes sense to ne also. And | guess, just
for the record, | would say that ny concern about the
reliability of having both the in and out of Gier
Substation being in close proximty to one another, those
two lines, since you ve got a |oop system reliability is
not that big a concern in this situation.

MR BRYNER: Thank you

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Bryner, you -- | heard
you, | thought, say a nonment ago that you got a feeling
fromthe open houses and such, too, we want to support
this, but stay away fromthe houses. |Is that kind of a
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fair summary statenment on 1 and 2 that | ed you towards

t hose?

MR BRYNER: Yeah, that's fair.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And so would the
corollary -- or the extension of that be that alternative

3 gets kicked off the table al nost by that sane set of
presupposi ti ons?

MR. BRYNER: So, again, everybody has a
comment, and everybody has a thought, generally those are
com ng fromtheir perspective.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Sur e.

MR BRYNER: So we did hear sone comments,
as Ms. Marinez testified, saying they supported
alternative route 3, because there's an existing |line
there, so people are used to it. | don't know if those
comments cane fromw thin that community or if they cane
fromfol ks that were affected by alternative routes 1 and
2, and wanted to see the |ine go el sewhere.

So there's al ways sonebody that doesn't
| i ke the route, and we recognize that's the nature of
siting. So we want to find the best route, recognizing
that there will still be inpacts.

MEMBER KRYDER: Many thanks. That's quite
i nformati ve.

CHWN STAFFORD: | had a quick question, |I'm
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sure you told ne this before, but I"'mtrying to keep it
straight in ny head for what we're being asked to site
here. So there's the -- there's the circuit tie, which
is asingle-circuit 138-kV, it's a half a mle fromthe
Gier Substation to circuit tie that ties into the -- the
lines currently under devel opnent, correct?

MR. BRYNER:  Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. And then A or B, is
that going to be a single-circuit or a double-circuit
section of the line? Because 1 and 2 or 3 are al
doubl e-circuit, correct?

MR BRYNER Correct. So A or B needs to
be paired with 1 or 2. And so A or B, both
doubl e-circuit, 1 or 2, both double-circuit. 3 is a
conplete route all on its own, and that's double-circuit.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And then -- and it's
the circuit tie is not the tie of this Iine so nmuch as
it's connected to the other |line that you're devel opi ng
that's shared wth AEPCO?

MR BRYNER  That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. I'mjust -- I'm
not an electrical engineer, so the single-line diagram
doesn't nmake as nuch sense to ne as it does to Menber
Little.

MR BRYNER I1'll call it success. W've
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made it through and you' re understandi ng what we're
asking for.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Excellent. Please
pr oceed.

Unl ess ot her nenbers have a question.

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Pl ease proceed, M. Bryner.

MR BRYNER: |' m done.

MEMBER KRYDER: Me t oo.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, that is a nice
stopping point. W' ve been going approxi mately 90
m nutes. Let's take a 15-m nute recess, and then cone
back and at which point -- how nmuch left do you have to
cover for your direct, Ms. G abel ?

MS. GRABEL: Very brief. W just go
t hrough the legal requirenments, which will take all of 10
or 15 m nutes.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Okay. Excellent. Thank
you.

MS. GRABEL: Unh- huh.

CHWN STAFFORD: W stand in recess.

(Recessed from3:34 p.m until 3:51 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back
on the record.

Ms. Grabel, | believe you were about to
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cover the public notice requirenents.

MS. GRABEL: Yes, we were, M. Chairnan,
and, you know, before | do that, M. Bryner was telling
nme he does have some answers with respect to sone of
t hese renmmai ni ng questions that the conmmttee has asked,
do we want to have M. Bryner address those before doing
the | egal requirenents?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, please.

MS. GRABEL: Ckay.

Q M. Bryner, take it away with respect to what we
have | earned over the break.

A (MR BRYNER) Ckay. |I'mgoing to actually Iet
Ms. Marinez cover the newspapers and where they cover,
then I'lI|l chat about the web page.

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Yes, we were able to confirmthat
the Arizona Daily Star does cover into Pinal County. And
then I'Il just add that anyone within a mle buffer of
our study area woul d have received the notice as well by
mai | er.

CHWN STAFFORD. Gkay. Thank you.

MR BRYNER: Ckay. So web page, not quite
so succinct. So can we tell where people are |ocated
t hat accessed our web page? Yes and no. So it all
depends on their | P address. W can gather where their
| P address is at, but if they're using a VPN, or a
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virtual private network, it kind of masks it, puts it in
sone other place. So, for instance, when we're at TEP
wor ki ng, ours runs through Los Angeles. So it shows up
as, hey, we have 841 of those 3,291 views from

Los Angeles, pretty positive those are frominternal TEP,
whi ch neans we're looking at it a |ot.

We did have 710 viewers from Marana -- SO
take these with a grain of salt, okay, understandi ng that
caveat -- so 710 viewers from Marana; 268 from Phoeni x;
209 from Tucson; 206 from Las Vegas; 130 from Casas
Adobes, which is in the Tucson area; 51 from Ashburn, |
don't know where that's at; 45 from San Franci sco; 41
from Tenpe; 29 fromOro Valley; 27 from Chandler; 20 from
Avra Val |l ey, which does split between Pinma and Pi nal
County, so those could be sone Pinal County fol ks; 20
fromFlow ng Wells, Tucson area; 19 from Scottsdale; 18
from Catalina Foothills; 18 from New York; 17 from
Chi cago; 17 from San Jose; 17 from Tucson Estates. And |

t hought we had sonme that were fromthe Red Rocks [sic]

area. | don't see themin this list, but Red Rocks woul d
be in Pinal County, it's just north of -- | don't which
way we're -- just north of where we're at.

CHWN STAFFORD: So not the arena in
Col or ado, then?
MR. BRYNER: No, different Red Rocks.
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M5. MARINEZ: 10 in Red Rock.

MR BRYNER So 10 -- 10 Red Rock, not Red
Rocks, sorry.

CHWN STAFFORD: So, | guess, the nost
i nportant piece of information of it that | was | ooking
for was that the notice of the hearing was published in a
paper that circulated in Pinal County, because it's
required in the rules that the publication be made in
every county where the line could be |located. And it
appears that it's possible it could actually be | ocated
in Pinal County for a portion of route 1, because |
believe the corridor is big enough to put it on either
side of the Pinal/Pima County |line, correct?

MS. GRABEL: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. That was the -- |
would -- | was hoping we weren't going to hit a snag
where we woul d have been unable to have the corridor
extend in Pinal County if there had been no publication
of the notice of hearing that had reached it, so I'mgl ad
to see that we did not have that problem so excellent.

Menmber Fontes, | believe you have a
questi on.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairman, thank you.
appreciate that. Wile | didn't participate in the
drive-along, | did -- I do know the town and | do know
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it's growing pretty fast in terns of aerospace and
def ense and healthcare and data centers, in particular.

Is there any route that would minimze
i npact there? And again, M. Bryner, what |'m| ooking
for fromyou and Ms. Marinez as we get into |ooking at
the various alternatives is we want to site that corridor
and that right-of-way, so if we have to go from like, a
two-lane to a four-lane in future years and we don't know
what that is planning for that as we consider these
routes here. So along those |lines, could you, both of
you, col or how maybe i ndustry or commrerce comrented on
this, if they did at all. Sone of those |IP addresses
sound Silicon Valley, and then how we would apply that to
the route. Appreciate that.

MR. BRYNER: Menber Fontes, so let ne start
off with corridors, and this kind of bleeds into a
questi on about Luckett Road that was asked and the
ultimate width of Luckett Road. W couldn't find an
ultimate width, but there is a potential out there for a
new i nterchange, the Tortolita Interchange just north of
the Veterans -- the Arizona Veterans Cenetery on |-10,
and in conjunction with that it's foreseeabl e that
Luckett Road woul d be w dened, because that's where it
would -- it would go up past the cenetery and into that,
so that's a possi bl e project.
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Wth respect to other devel opnent that's
occurring, | knowin our Exhibit H of the application we
identify proposed devel opnent, which is primarily
centered around |-10 down near the Tangerine |Interchange,
al so around the Marana Road | nterchange, with residenti al
devel opnent on the east side of 1-10, as well as
residential devel opnents on the west side of 1-10, really
ext endi ng t hroughout the project corridor.

From an econom c devel opnent standpoint, we
did get a letter of support fromthe Chamber -- from
the -- oh, okay, | guess we used to have the Sun
Corridor, it's now all conbined into one with the
Chanber, so they provided a |letter of support. And we've
not heard any -- any econom c devel opnent fol ks state
that this project would do anything other than help with
econom ¢ devel opnent in the area.

MEMBER FONTES: What | was looking for is
the applicability to the various routes by any of the
st akehol ders. D d any of them have a preference?

MS. MARINEZ: | would just nention Kai
Farns was supportive and they're along the preferred
alternative, and they did support alternative 1A, our
preferred route.

MR. BRYNER: And that's probably about all
we have to say on that.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman?

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | mght add, in response to
M. -- Menber Fontes's question, | did notice that there
were sone comments fromthe gas conpany about concerns
wWth respect to alternative 2 follow ng the route of
their gas line that -- not that it couldn't be built, but
that it would require sonme, you know, certain distance
fromthe gas line and -- and other potential issues with
t hat .

MR BRYNER: Go for it.

MS. MARINEZ: Yes, that's correct. They
said exactly that. And so those were the -- there were
actually six points along alternative 2 that woul d
require additional mtigation and studies.

CHWN STAFFORD: |Is that the extent of your
question, Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Uh- huh.

CHWN STAFFORD: | had a quick foll ow up
question. | believe, M. Bryner, you said they're
pl anning a new i nterchange that's north of the -- north

of the VA cenetery?
MR. BRYNER:  Correct.
CHVWN STAFFORD: Because |'m | ooking at the
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Exhibit H 2, on page 225 of the application, it shows two
proposed new | -10 i nterchanges, one at the -- what is
this? To the south end, can't see the street, as |I'm--

MR BRYNER | think that's on Moore.

CHWN STAFFORD: Moore. And then another
one north, it looks like it's on North Hardin.

MR. BRYNER: |I'm | ooking at the nmap on
Exhibit H2 as well, and naybe | m sspoke, that al nost
| ooks to nme like it's imediately to the east of the
Vet erans Cenetery, as opposed to north.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. That's the
I nt erchange you' re tal ki ng about then?

MR. BRYNER: That is.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Gkay. When you said north,
| was like, is this outside of the study area and that's
why it's not on this map, but it's to the north because
there's two, there's one to the north and one to the
south and the northern one is -- it looks like it's just
south of the cenetery?

MR. BRYNER  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. All right.

MEMBER FANT: M. Chair?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, sir.

| assune the issue with the pipeline is
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cat hodic -- cathodic protection having a transm ssion
| i ne runni ng al ong the pipeline?

MR BRYNER  That's correct.

MEMBER FANT: All right. Thank you.

CHW STAFFCORD: Don't we have a standard
condition in the CECs that addresses that issue?

MR. BRYNER We do.

CHWN STAFFORD: And so that woul d renedy
what ever the problemwas with siting the |line on the
route to -- parallel to the natural gas pipeline?

MR BRYNER  Correct. That woul d ensure
that we're addressing it properly. [It's still -- there
woul d be added expense, and that's sonething that we
acknowl edge. We parallel pipelines, as you know, in a
| ot of instances.

CHWN STAFFORD: That's probably why it's a

standard condi ti on.

MR BRYNER: | believe so.
CHWN STAFFORD: | would venture to guess.
But aren't they requiring sonething nore than that, |ike

a greater distance fromthe Iine than you would prefer to
see?

MR BRYNER We haven't -- we haven't
spoken wth them about a specific distance, but if we're
wthin 300 feet of the pipeline, then we would -- sone
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| evel of study and mtigation woul d be required.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. And that's what's
in the standard condition?

MR. BRYNER  Yup.

CHWN STAFFORD: GCkay. All right. And then
is there an additional -- is that additional cost
i ncluded in your construction or right-of-way costs on
the table or the placemat that's also in the -- |
should -- | don't know what page it is in the
application, but it's not new information in the
pl acemat, it's existing information fromthe application?

MR BRYNER: No, it's not.

CHWN STAFFORD:. [t's not?

MR, BRYNER  No.

CHWN STAFFORD: The information in the
pl acemat is new i nformati on?

MR BRYNER  Sorry, the placenent is the
sane information that's found in the application. W did
not include the cost to do those studies and perform
mtigation. W haven't done the study, we don't know
what the mitigation is in those costs.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Do you have a
bal | park figure for that?

MR BRYNER | don't. |'d have to find out
what it's been on other projects.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, that woul d probably
be the first place I'd look. The last tinme we did it,
what woul d be the cost to do the study and the
mtigation. So, | nmean, | realize it's not going to be
t he exact nunber, |I'mjust | ooking for ballpark, because
| think once the applicant concludes their direct case, |
thi nk the next phase would be for the nenbers to kind of
have a debate, a discussion about which route we think we
should go with to approve. And | think it's going to
probably invol ve additi onal questions of the witnesses to
address specific things about the pros and cons of each
al ternative.

And so that's just kind of where |I think
this is headed. So if you could have any kind of -- |
guess, for purposes of route 2, | guess we're interested,
well, I"minterested, | assune the rest of the commttee
woul d be too, is what kind of ballpark additional costs
are you | ooking at there? And then does that also
present opportunities for delay based on the actions of
t he pi peline operator?

MR BRYNER. We're building a |ine adjacent
to an El Paso line right now, so I'll talk with that
proj ect manager and see what | can find out.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Excellent.
Thank you.
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Are there any other questions along this
line or are we ready to nove on to the I egal notices, and
| guess the Ten-Year Plans too.

M5. GRABEL: Yes, we will happily do that.
You know, | think I want to do sonething real quickly,
given the nature of where you want to go with this and
conparing the various alternatives, and we tal ked about
alternative 2 and the existing gas pipeline.

Q Alternative 2, M. Bryner and Ms. Marinez,
whoever wants to answer, that also runs through --
bi sects alnpbst entirely a plan devel opnent, is that true,
the Tortolita devel opnment ?

A (Ms5. MARI NEZ) Yes, it does.

Q Ckay. And are you famliar with the Saguaro to
Mar ana project, we've talked about it here, case 2037

A.  (MB. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q Are you aware of whether or not the owner of the
Tortolita devel opnent was a willing seller of land to
develop that -- the Saguaro to Marana |ine?

A (M5. MARINEZ) It's ny understanding they were
not ?

Q And did that cause | egal proceedings that caused
delays in the project, are you aware?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q Ckay. Thank you.
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Thought you m ght want to know.

CHWN STAFFORD: Was that -- | egal
proceedi ng, was that condemnation or --

MS. GRABEL: |t was.

CHWN STAFFORD: That's kind of worst-case
scenario for these types of projects, isn't it?

MS. GRABEL: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: | imagine that -- what was
the -- what kind of delay did that add to their tinefrane
having to go through the condemati on proceedi ngs?

MS. GRABEL: Quite a bit. | don't know
right off the top of ny head, but | do know t hat they
started construction immedi ately once that condemnati on
process settled, and we' ve seen how quickly they've been
goi ng.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

M5. GRABEL: So they really needed to get
it done.

CHWN STAFFORD: So set them back a year,
Si X nont hs?

MS. GRABEL: Yes, definitely nmultiple
months, if not a year.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay, thank you.

Ms. Hill, did you have sonething to add to
t hat .
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BY MS. HILL:

Q | was just going to ask M. Bryner if he had
i ndependent know edge of what Ms. Grabel said and could
confirmit?

A (MR BRYNER) | have independent know edge of the
del ay that was caused on the project and its subsequent
del ays on other projects that we were trying to build.

Q Ckay. And could you just give the ballpark to
t he Chairman and the conmttee and confirmthat
Ms. Grabel's statenents about tinelines were correct?

A (MR BRYNER) Yeah, so we net with AEPCO to get
an update on the Saguaro to Marana project in March of
2025, and they shared wth us that May 31st was the day
they were going to have the line conpleted and in
service, which is what we needed because we're dependent
on that project for another project that we're working on
bui l ding. And, obviously, it's not -- it's past My
31st, the line, as you can see, is not fully built, it's
not energi zed.

CHWN STAFFORD: So they're -- | guess
they're at least a nonth behind in the construction of
it, | guess it's still ongoing though, so --

MR, BRYNER: Yeah, | nean, it is anazing
how qui ckly they're constructing, and |I'm sure they have
a fire underneath them but yeah, | would say it's at
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| east a nonth, I f not nore. | "' m amazed at how f ast

they've built it.

CHWN STAFFORD: |'m sure they planned to
have it, like, May was, |ike, their drop-dead date to get
it done and they still mssed that?

MR. BRYNER: Yeah, and it's having
substantial inpacts on anot her project.
CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. All right. Thank
you.
M5. GRABEL: Thank you. And now we can
proceed with the | egal requirenments.
Q And | think, Ms. Marinez, you're going to wal k
t hrough these with me?
A (MS. MARI NEZ) Yes.
Q Ckay. Thank you.

So we'll go to the Ten-Year Plans first. So if
you please turn to Exhibit TEP-12, Ms. Marinez, which has
subparts A through D

Are you there?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q Are these the excerpts from TEP' s Ten-Year Pl ans
for 2022 through 2025 that list this project?

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q Did TEP file these Ten-Year Plans, as required
by ARS 40- 360. 02(a)?
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A (M5. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q Thank you.

Go ahead and turn to slide 90. So this begins
the notice exhibits, so if you'll look at TEP-13A, which
is the notice of hearing that was filed for this project,
dated May 6th, 2025; is that correct?

A (Ms MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q And if you | ook at TEP-13B, is Exhibit 13B the
proof of publication of the notice of hearing in the
Arizona Daily Star?

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q And the Arizona Daily Star is a newspaper of
general circulation in the project area; is that correct?

A (MS. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q And M. -- the Chairnman made a good point, we've
confirnmed that the Arizona Daily Star does have gener al
circulation in both Pinal County and Pinma County,
correct?

A (M. MARI NEZ) Correct.

Q And TEP published that notice twce in the
Arizona Daily Star, on May 7th and on May 11th, correct?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Correct.

Q And that was within 10 days after the May 2nd,
2025 application filing date?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Yes.
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Q And if we'll turn to slide 91
Is this the proof of publication that the notice

was published in the Marana Expl orer on May 7th, 2025?

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q And is that notice published as a courtesy, not
in conpliance with any | egal requirenent?

A (M. MARI NEZ) Correct.

Q Thank you.

And Exhibit TEP-13C is the proof of publication

in the Marana Explorer, correct?

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q And if you'll turn to slide 92, is this the
proof of publication in the Arizona Bilingual ?

A (MS. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q And t hat publication occurred on May 26th, 2025,
correct?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Correct.

Q And, again, was this notice published in the
Arizona Bilingual as a courtesy and not in conpliance
w th any | egal requirenments?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Correct.

Q And Exhi bit TEP-13D is the proof of publication
in the Marana Explorer?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q Thank you.
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Go ahead and turn to slide 93.

Does this slide denonstrate that TEP
hand- del i vered copies of the CEC application to the
| ocations that we discussed with the Chai rman and t hat
were reflected in his May 2nd Procedural O der?

A (MS. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q And this docunent is found in Exhibit TEP-13E,
correct?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Correct.

Q And if you'll turn to slide 94.

What does this slide depict?

A (M5. MARINEZ) This is where we placed signage to
adverti se the hearing notice.

Q And were the signs posted in the general
vicinity of where they were identified on the map to the
left of the screen on slide 947

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Yes, they were.

Q And do the photographs on the right side of
slide 94 confirmthat the notice was posted in conpliance
with the Chairman's Procedural O der?

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q Did you take those pictures or were they taken
at your direction?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q Were the signs posted at | east 20 days before
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the hearing was set to begin, as required by the
Chairman's May 6th Procedural Order?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) They were.

Q And t he docunents that you see on slide 94 are
found in Exhibit 13G through |I; is that correct?

A (M. MARI NEZ) Correct.

Q And if you'll please turn to slide 95.

Does this slide show the docunents that prove

t hat TEP delivered copies of the notice of hearing to the
affected jurisdictions, as required by the Chairnman's My
6th Procedural O der?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q And these are found in TEP Exhi bit 13F, correct?

A (M. MARI NEZ) Correct.

Q And just to confirm the affected jurisdictions
in this matter were the Town of Marana, Pinma County,
Pi nal County, the Arizona Departnent of Transportati on,
and the Arizona State Land Departnent, correct?

A (M. MARI NEZ) Correct.

Q And | think we have a second page show ng the
notice to affected jurisdictions, if you go to slide 96.

A (M5. MARINEZ) It's on the screen.

Q Ch, okay. There you go. Thank you.

So if you'll please turn to Exhibit -- oh,

pl ease turn to slide 97, which is the next slide.
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VWhat does slide 97 depict?

A (M5. MARINEZ) It's the filing fee receipt.

Q And if you'll |ook at Exhibit TEP-14, which al so
shows the receipt of the filing fee that was paid to the
Ari zona Corporation Conm ssion for this project.

Does t hat document denonstrate paynent?
A (M5. MARI NEZ) Yes.
Q Thank you.
Did TEP al so direct communi cations with the
Ari zona Corporation Conm ssion business office confirm ng
t hat TEP woul d cover the expenses of the CEC hearing?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q That conmuni cation occurred on May 8th, 2025,
correct?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Correct.

Q Thank you.

| think we're ready to -- unless you have any
questi ons about | egal requirenments?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, one, for the affected
jurisdictions, you said certified mail to all of them
but ultimately you end up having to serve with a process
server Marana and Pinal County?

MS. GRABEL: That is correct. Thank you
very much. W did several

Q Ms. Marinez, did we send certified -- copies of
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the notice of hearing by certified nail to those
entities?

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q What happened to the receipts?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) They were returned.

Q Correct. So in order to ensure that they
actually received notice, did we hand-deliver copies to
t henf

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q Thank you.

And before we conclude, M. Bryner has sone
additional information that are still -- that responds to
the Chairman's questions about outstandi ng right-of-way
costs.

If you'd like to put that into the record.

A (MR BRYNER) Yeah, so two things that | want to
t hrow out there, so one was the question about Town of
Marana if we were to be located in road right-of-way as
opposed to private easenent. So to be located in road
ri ght-of-way, it's about $1,600 per request. There are
likely to be several requests, but | think it's safe to
say nuch | ess noney to be located in road right-of -way
versus private easenent.

However, in this instance, because of the
growi ng nature of this area, and because of experiences
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el sewhere in the region with the growth on roads, we
woul d want to seek private easenent, as opposed to being
| ocated in road right-of-way because that puts us at
substantial risk for a lot nore noney down the road,
because we woul d have to rebuild the line in a different
| ocation. So that's question nunber one. Any -- or
response to question nunber one.

And then the other question was wth respect to
the EIl Paso Natural Gas Line and costs that woul d be
associ ated with the studies that would need to be
conpl eted, as well as mtigation that would be required.
So for that project that we're building right now, it
costs about -- about $35,000 for the study, and it was
actually a shorter length, it was about 1,600 feet was
the total length where we were paralleling that |ine, as
opposed to alternative route 2 would parallel for about
two miles, so around 10,000 feet, and it was $350, 000 in
mtigation.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. For -- what's the
proportion of it, then?

MR BRYNER. | would naybe multiply that by
five, six, somewhere in there. So you're probably
|l ooking at 1.5 to 2 mllion.

CHWN STAFFORD: For the mtigation was the
study nore expensive because of the length of it or is
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the study going to be pretty nuch the sane cost?

MR. BRYNER: | would guess, if you want ne
to -- | would guess it's going to be the study is the
st udy.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

Menber Fontes, you have a question?

MEMBER FONTES: M. Bryner, could you wal k
us through and apply that line cost analysis to the
various routes in terns of total cost inpact for the
purchase of the private |lands, so we are inforned on how
t hat plays out for TEP?

MR BRYNER So it's on the placemat. So,
again, the right-of-way costs that we have on the
pl acemat are -- are to purchase the land in fee on
private or to secure a |ease for |ands on across Ari zona
State Land, or to secure a Special Use Permt for the
short piece that we would cross the Bureau of
Recl amat i on.

And so those, for alternative 1A, would be
$9.7 million; for 1B, $9.5 mllion; for 2A, $9.1 mllion;
for 2B $9 mllion. And |I'll note for those 2A and 2B, if
you wanted to include the costs of the natural gas
pi peline mtigation in those, add a couple mllion
dollars to that, so you're around $11 mllion for those
in order to secure the rights and the ability to be
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there. And then alternative route 3 is $8.4 mllion.

MEMBER FONTES: So whi ch one has the best
future options in terns of securing private easenents
t hat can be expanded on for growt h?

MR BRYNER  So, as we heard fromthe
letter that we received fromthe Kai famly, they're
supportive of the project, and as we heard last night in
the public comment session fromTMR -- TMR properties?

MS. MARI NEZ: | nvest ors.

MR BRYNER. -- TMR Investors, they were
supportive of either option 1 or 2. But as we just
| earned, there were concerns wth Saguaro to Marana,
sounds |like they were able to secure the right-of-way,
but it wasn't super easy. So | -- but either 1 -- either
routes 1 or 2 would need to go through that process,
crossing TMR I nvestors' land. Alternative route 1 woul d
be a shorter distance across them Alternative route 3
woul d not go across TMR I nvestors, but it would be
| ocated on a lot of private land, a lot of different
private | andowners instead of dealing with, you know, a
handf ul of private | andowners, you're crossing now
subdi vi ded ar eas.

MEMBER FONTES:. Yeah, you'd rather herd a
cat than a bunch of mce, | get it.

Can you indulge ne further and break down
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the differences on that sane analysis for 1A and 1B?

MR. BRYNER:. Sorry, Menber Fontes, |'m not
positive |I'munderstandi ng the distinction between what
you want ne to do.

MEMBER FONTES: |s there a difference in
terns of the sanme anal ysis that you just wal ked ne
t hrough between alternative 1A and 1B, a nmateri al
di fference?

MR- BRYNER  So essentially the difference
between A and B, if we went one route or the other?

MEMBER FONTES:. Yeah.

MR BRYNER. So A -- yeah, so both A and B
are 100 percent private that we would -- we woul d pass
by, but A passes by four property owners, whereas B
passes by 10 property owners on one side and around 12 on
the other side, so it's nore property owers on B

MEMBER FONTES: So froma site contro
per spective, the ease of execution, and then to
facilitate growh, alternative 1A seens to be the best
fit?

MR. BRYNER:. Fromthat perspective, yes.

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Are you ready for your
concl usi on?

MS. GRABEL: W are ready for our
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concl usi on.

Q Ms. Mari nez.

A (M5. MARI NEZ) So, in conclusion, this project
will bring greater capacity and reliability to the
region. In our presentation we've denonstrated that the
project is conpatible wth the environnent and ecol ogy of
the state of Arizona. It also creates little to no
adverse inpacts or environnental factors considered by
the comm ttee.

MS. GRABEL: Thank you.

That concl udes our direct case,

M. Chair man.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. | assune you'd
| i ke to have your exhibits admtted?

MS. GRABEL: Yes, please.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Exhibits TEP-1
t hrough 24 are adm tted.

MS. GRABEL: Thank you.

(Exhi bits TEP-1 t hrough TEP-24 were

admtted i nto evidence.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Are there any other
questions from nenbers? | had a couple nore about the
pl an devel opnment, because |I'm | ooking at the map, Exhibit
H2 to the -- to the application, page 255, conpared to
the placenent -- placemat. It |ooks |like there's nore
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pl an devel opnent on the placemat than there is on the nap

in H 2.

And while they' re | ooking at that, because
you have to cross -- is it Bureau of Reclamation for the
CAP canal ? Refresh ny nenory, | think we may have said

this doesn't entail a NEPA process for that, it's
going -- a categorical exclusion is that what you' d be
| ooki ng for?

M5. GRABEL: Yes, M. Chairman, that is
what we anti ci pate.

CHWN STAFFORD: But it's not the full NEPA
anal ysis for an Environnental |npact Statenent, correct?

MS. GRABEL: That's correct. W wouldn't
expect it would go to a full EIS. There's a slight
possibility it could be one of the |lower two |levels. W
anticipate that it will be the lowest, which I think is
t he cat egorical exclusion, although it could require,
what's the second | evel ?

CHWN STAFFCORD: Environnental assessnent.

MS. GRABEL: Thank you, yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wiich would result in a
FONSI, if everything goes well, right?

MR. BRYNER:. That woul d be our hope.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Finding of No
Significant |npact.
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Do you have an answer about ny devel opnent
map question?

MR. BRYNER: W don't have a good answer.
| can give you an answer, but we don't have a good
answer. So, essentially, the Town of Marana maintains a
website that shows where proposed devel opnents are goi ng.
And so the data that's showi ng on your placemat is com ng
fromthat, and so it shows those devel opnents as such,
whereas HH2 is a little bit nore specific research on
proposed devel opnents and where those are at. And so
it's alittle bit nore refined. | would say the placenat
is alittle higher level, H2 is a little bit nore
reflective of projects that are in nore advanced phases
of pl anni ng.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So then does the
actual map that's attached to the placenat, does
that -- can | find it sonewhere in the actual
application, or is it is an updated version of what's on
page 2557

MS. GRABEL: M. Chairman, if you | ook at
A-4, that shows plan devel opnents, and it does refl ect
t he nore extensive plan devel opnent.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

MS. GRABEL: It's page 35 to the
appl i cation.
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CHWN STAFFORD: There we go. So this is
nore based on what they have on the website, as opposed
to the other Exhibit H 2, which is what they have
somepl ace el se?

M5. GRABEL: Probably filed with the Town
of Marana.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MS. GRABEL: Sone sort of zoni ng change.

CHWN STAFFORD: So the H 2 is nore
official, this is kind of a nore --

MS. GRABEL: Conceptual .

CHWN STAFFORD:. Conceptual, okay.

MR. BRYNER: Ckay. So what you're seeing
in A4, that's according to the general plan | and use,
which is nore reflective of what's on their web page
versus the specific plan devel opnents that are in Exhibit
H 2.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. Because H2 is
concrete plans that they've noticed the Town on or the
County or --

MR, BRYNER:  Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: This is what -- this is
officially what we want to do with the | and, as opposed
to the general plan which is this is the big picture idea
that we as the Town and the County have for the
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devel opnent of this area? Gkay. That makes sense.
Thank you. That's actually a good expl anati on,
M. Bryner.

MR BRYNER. Well, thank you for hel ping us
get there.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And then do we have
any kind of estimation for tinme frame for this
devel opnent and what kind of anmpbunt of new | oad you
expect to see be developed in the area that this line is
going to serve? And, again, | guess it's going to be for
your custoners, as opposed to Trico custoners, which are
also in a portion of this.

MR- BRYNER So in what Ms. Marinez
testified to yesterday with respect to the growh in the
area, it was 11 tinmes fromwhen we did that study until
on the planning horizon. So that is based on the -- it's
not based on the general plan, but it's based on the
zoni ng and zoni ng maxi mrum bui |l d-out, so that already
I ncorporates, hey, if this devel opnent happens accordi ng
to the zoning at that tine, and that density and things
li ke that, then we would hit that 11 tinmes figure which I
bel i eve was sonewhere around 170 MA; is that right?

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. And the zoning is on
page 3, 259 of the application, correct?

MR. BRYNER: Zoning, | believe, is in
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Exhi bit H

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, H 3 | said, on
page 259 of the application.

MR. BRYNER  Yes, you are correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And | -- | see that
there's two shades of greens on the |legend, but 1'll be
darned if | could tell which one's which on the nap.
think that the specific plan is the nost of it except for
the strip that's down at the bottomwhich is the
designated floodplain or is all of that floodplain?

MR BRYNER | agree with you that the
green around the Santa Cruz R ver is designated
fl oodplain, the green that's nore centered around 1-10 is
specific plan.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. All right. And it
seens nbst -- the biggest plan to develop in this area is
going to be residential?

MR. BRYNER: Correct. There is sone
comercial and industrial load, but it's prinmarily
residential .

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. And then you
have -- it |l ooks like the heavy industrial zone up in
Pinal County just out -- north of the study area. |It's
just north of the county line, but just barely within the
study area, and I'massumng the red up in the upper, |
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guess the northwest corner continues further into Pinal
County than just that little sploosh that you have for
t he study area.

MR BRYNER | would assune that, but I
woul d al so note that that's outside of TEP service
territory.

CHWN STAFFORD. Ri ght.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairnan, are you
t al ki ng about popul ati on, residential, and commerci al
growth, or are you tal king about | oad growh as well and
ot her econom c factors?

CHWN STAFFORD: |' m speaki ng about all of
that, because |I'm |l ooking at the plan, because | need to
have this additional, the upgrade to the systemto be
able to accommpdate growh in this area because their
46- kV systemisn't going to be able to cut it, correct?

MR BRYNER: Correct. |It's already not
cutting it.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MEMBER FONTES: So | think that's covered
inthe IRP, is it not, M. Bryner, your |load growth based
on popul ation factors?

MR BRYNER It's covered in our -- in the
Marana area plan that we did as a study for this area.
"' mnot certain about the IRP.
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MEMBER FONTES: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. |1 guess where
"' mkind of going with this is we had a case not too | ong
ago about devel opnent in Laveen and the need to install,
| believe it was two double-circuit, was it 230-kV, |
think it was 230, because they could only accompdat e,
and |'mjust shooting fromthe hip with the nunbers,
don't quote ne, but they could only serve | think it was
30 negawatts new load in this area and with the upgrade
it could serve 6,000 negawatts, or sonething |like that,
sonme drastically huge nunber difference. And so -- and
they had flexibility where to put the |ine, because they
didn't want to put it closer to where they're
anticipati ng addi ng a hi gh-usage customer that would take
delivery off the transm ssion system not the
distribution system So I'mjust -- | guess |'m| ooking
to see if there's any simlar potential here for that

t hat woul d cause this commttee to favor one route over

anot her ?

MR. BRYNER: Can you give ne just one
second?

MEMBER FONTES: Also, M. Chairman, so
you've got -- AEPCO is going to service |oad here as
well, are they servicing the sane custoner base as -- as

TEP? O are they two separate custoner bases?
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CHWN STAFFORD: | believe they had separate
service territories.

MS. GRABEL: AEPCO serves Trico. And Trico
serves its own service territory. TEP serves the
remai nder of the Marana area.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. Because AEPCO
doesn't have retail custoners, they have whol esal e
custoners for transm ssion and their generati on services,
whereas Trico they buy all the power and it gets noved to
t hem al ong AEPCO s transm ssion systemto their
di stribution systemfor ultimate delivery to their
menbers.

MS. GRABEL: That's correct. They're the
di stribution cooperative.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So | guess if you're
a distribution cooperative, you really need to work with
your transm ssion and generation cooperative to be able
to serve your |load, so they'd be able to know what's
comng in terns of |large industrial custoners, |ike, say,
a data set or a nanufacturing facility.

What | guess I'mtrying to get at is, is
that in the pipe for you guys or for Trico, because |
guess they would benefit indirectly from your inprovenent
because they could w eld power through your system
potentially.
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MR BRYNER |I'msure all kinds of
agreenents could be struck, but that's not ny area of
expertise, but I will say the Town of Marana, as we've
nmenti oned, they're always courting econom c devel opnent,
they' re seeking growth opportunities. Wen we net
wth -- we net with the Town nmanager and staff early on
in the project, | want to say Novenber of ' 24,

t hereabouts, that was one of their primary concerns was
what are you doing to ensure we have energy for the
future? And so that's why we wanted to nake sure that we
are thinking ahead and not just neeting the needs that we
have today, which is to have just really a single-circuit
| oop, but have the option to add a second line in the
future without having to go through not just this
process, but we know it's disruptive to the community as
wel | and so have that planned out in advance.

CHWN STAFFORD: You're going to build a
doubl e-circuit |line, though, you' re not putting one on
now and one on later, right?

MR. BRYNER. W& woul d put the second |line
on later when it's needed, so we would not build it until
it's needed. But we anticipate that would -- | know
typically these certificates have a duration of 10 years.
We woul d anticipate that it would be needed within that
10-year tine horizon
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CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. [1'l1
have to go back and | ook at the draft CEC, because |
think this cane up before and | think we had specific
| anguage to address if they're going to put
doubl e-circuit on, double-circuit capable, they could put
the second one on. And the other one was where they
weren't sure whether they were going to do a single- or
doubl e-circuit, but they'd know when they start putting
the first poles in because it would be double-circuit
capable or it wouldn't be, so -- but we can get to
that -- we'll burn that bridge when we get to it.

MR BRYNER: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So | guess, but 1"l
circle back there, the letter of support in Exhibit
TEP-18 from Marana, that's -- they're in support of route
1A, correct?

M5. MARINEZ: | believe the letter is nore
general just stating that they're suppurative of the
project, but they -- when we net with themin Novenber,
as M. Bryner was nentioning, they did support a route
that was away fromtheir town center and al ong Luckett
Road.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. | think that's all
have as wel | .

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?
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CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Perhaps this |I'mdirecting
to M. Bryner, but maybe it's to the wong person. |
read and read and read the Staff letter, and got back to
the conclusion and it reads as follows, the [ast part of
that: "Staff believes the proposed project could inprove
reliability and safety of the grid and delivery of power
in Arizona." And the word that bothers nme is the word
"could," that's about the weakest thing that | could put
there. Is it really -- | should be asking this |I guess
to Staff, not being able to, I'masking it of you, were
you troubled by that? This sounds |ike, gosh, it could
hel p? But we're going to only spend $18 nmillion, and
maybe it won't. That's what that says to ne.

MS. GRABEL: |'m guessing Menber Little can
answer that question.

MR BRYNER That's exactly who | wanted to
refer to.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Eyes are on ne.

Menber Kryder, that | anguage has al ways
concerned nme, even when | wote it for many of these
projects back a few years ago. It is the standard

| anguage that is always in the Staff letters. You wll

never see a Staff letter that says it will inprove. M
preferred | anguage is that it wll not harm but the
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Comm ssion Staff has preferred to say that it coul d.

MEMBER KRYDER: And that historically was
sonet hi ng that cane off --

MEMBER LI TTLE: And | am not defending it
just because it's the way it's al ways been, but just
letting you know that that is the way it's al ways been.

CHWN STAFFORD: And apparently that's as
good as it gets.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah, that's -- | still --
| have concern with that with simlar | anguage in our
Fi ndi ng of Fact.

MEMBER KRYDER: And it's essentially saying
"1l hang by ny thunbs and it probably, after sone tineg,
it won't hurt.

MEMBER LI TTLE: It's not saying anything as
far as |'m concer ned.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you. Thank
you for your straightforwardness to this, Menber Little,
| really appreciate it. And I'msorry to bring it up
|ate in the issue, but | thought |I had to get it on the
tabl e, because it's troubling ne each tine | read it as
wel | . Thank you very much.

Thank you, M. Bryner, for passing it back
to its source.

MR. BRYNER: Al ways happy to.
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MEMBER KRYDER: No ot her questi on,
M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Beg your pardon?

MEMBER KRYDER  No ot her questi ons.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Any further
questions from nenbers?

(No response.)

CHWN GRABEL: Ms. Grabel, would you like to
gi ve your cl osing?

M5. GRABEL: W th your perm ssion,
M. Chairman, comm ttee nenbers, M. Ancharski does a | ot
of work for these hearings and hardly ever gets to speak
on the record, so l'd like himto give a closing if it's
all right with you

CHWN STAFFORD: Pl ease.

MR, ANCHARSKI : Thank you, Chairnan,
Comm ttee Menbers, for the record this is the first tinme
| ' m speaki ng today, ny nanme is Elias Ancharski, on behalf
of the applicant. |I'd first like to take a second to
wel cone Menber Fant, Menber Constock, and Menber
Di Ciccio. W hope you had a good experi ence at your
first CEC hearing. W appreciate your tine,
consi deration, and nost inportantly your desire to find
the nost suitable project that neets the proposed need.
Your questions, conmments, expertise are greatly
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appr eci at ed.

As a quick refresher the conpany is asking
for approval of three separate conponents of this
project, and we're asking for a short circuit tie that
woul d connect the Gier Substation to the planned and
currently in devel opnent Saguaro to Marana transmn ssion
line. W're asking for a transmssion line route that
woul d connect the Gier Substation to the planned OwmM
Head Ranch Substation or OM Head Ranch Sw tchyard, and
we' re asking for approval of the OM Head Ranch
Switchyard in the siting area that we've di scussed and as
you'll see in the proposed CEC

Whi | e you have heard that the conpany
prefers route 1A, we believe that all routes are
acceptable and would -- and woul d neet the grow ng needs
of the community in which TEP serves. Based on the
evi dence presented over the past several days, the
Nort hwest Marana Reliability Project wll hel p neet
Ari zona's need for an adequate, econom cal, and reliable
supply of power, wth mnimal inpacts to the environnent
and ecol ogy of the state.

Agai n, thank you for your tine and we
respectfully ask that you approve the requested CEC
Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. All right.
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Wll, it's been a long day, and | don't think it's likely
we'll finish voting the CEC through in the next

20 mnutes. | think what we can do, though, | think is
ki nd of have a di scussi on anongst the nmenbers as kind of
an informal polling of what route you think is -- you're
inclined to think is the nost acceptabl e based on the

evi dence we' ve heard.

Menber Kryder?

Al right, Menber D G ccio.

MEMBER DICICCIO | don't mnd going first
el t her. Fromwhat |'ve heard fromthis testinony, one it
just seens like the 1A is the shortest route, it seens
like it has the | east anmount of individuals that woul d
have to sell their property. It just seens |ess
cunbersone and al so seens to be also the fastest route.
| wouldn't even mnd putting a notion out there for it to
be discussed, if that's what you would |i ke to have done,
it just seenms to ne to have the | east anpbunt of problens.

VWhat |'ve found interesting about these
nmeetings is the anount of work that's required to do
these lines. |I'min shock by it. | just can't inagine
t he anmount of years that has gone by just to put these
reports together. It takes tine. And |I'm anazed at it.
If there was a way to cut back on sone of that
bureaucracy, | think we should. But fromny end it just
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seens like it's quite a bit of work to try to get power
to our grid, and to get it to the people that need it

ri ght away. Especially with the anount of growth, which
is good for our econony in the state of Arizona. So |
don't mnd putting a notion out there, M. Chair, but
it's up to you.

CHWN STAFFORD: | think we're at this
poi nt, because we haven't pulled up the CEC, because
that's when the rubber neets the road.

MEMBER DiCICC G (Oh.

CHWN STAFFORD: And | haven't provided
Chairman's 1 and 2, which would be the CEC that we woul d
be starting wwth and working with to anend to get the
final product. | just -- this is kind of --

MEMBER DICICCIO CGot it.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- in the final, in the
wani ng mnutes of the day, |I'mtrying to get a pulse from
ny fell ow nenbers of where do we think we're going and so
| can prepare nyself for how tonorrow w |l go.

MEMBER DICICCI O CGot it.

CHWN STAFFORD: So |'m hearing that your
preference is 1A?

MEMBER Di CICCI GO Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. And that was your
preference as well, Menber Kryder?
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MEMBER KRYDER: Let ne give sone background
just a little bit. First, | think it should be on the
table that the Gier Substation to circuit tie is a done
deal, and that would be fully acceptable. And then of
t he substation to the OM Head Ranch Swi tchyard, | ooking
at all of the pieces of information, the cost of the
right-of-ways and the mtigation cost along the gas |ine,
the potential of taking down the existing materials, and
so on, all pushes ne back to the preferred alternative
1A. So | would support alternative 1A as ny first
choi ce.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. And then,
Menber Fontes, you have your hand rai sed.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairnman, thank you, |
appreciate that. | want to talk about quarter w dth,
because we're going to get into an area here where we're
goi ng to have, we've asked for a little bit nore quarter
than we've approved on simlar projects. And I'm
supportive of that, but 1'd like to get nore precise
tonorrow when we start getting into the wordsm thing on
the final alternative.

In the past we'd want to be precise to have
m ni mal i npact, commercial, residential traffic, but by
the sane token we'd want to have that ability for the
growth. So |I'd ask the TEP teamto think about that on
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how we can fine-tune that a little bit. And then if you
put a second circuit on there too, if we need to account
for any things on that.

(Interruption in the proceedings.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Wat was that? | heard
li ke a --

MEMBER FONTES: That was on ny end.

CHWN STAFFORD: Oh, sorry.

MEMBER FONTES: Apol ogi es. Anyway, that's
my -- just ny input. And then the other environnental
mtigations that we brought up, Menber Little and nyself,
for tonorrow when we get to that step. I'mstill | ooking
at the routes and the alternatives, but | amdefinitely
| eani ng towards 1A as Menber Kryder and the other new
menbers are | ooking at.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

Member Mercer, your thoughts?

MEMBER MERCER: So it's ny understandi ng
that the preferred route, you have the option of getting
the right-of -way or getting an easenent?

MR BRYNER. We have the option for any of
the alternatives for at |east pieces of being in road
ri ght-of-way or getting an easenent, but our preference
Is going to be to seek easenent. Even though it's nore
expensive, we believe it's | ess expensive in the |ong
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run.

MEMBER MERCER: It | ooks to ne that the
preferred route you woul d be probably nmore -- you woul d
be able to get easenents instead of the right-of-way
conpared to the other routes, so |l -- |I'mgoing
toward -- towards the preferred route 1A

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber French, did you have
t hought s?

MEMBER FRENCH: | suppose. M personal
preference is route 2A, being that the two ngmjor
| andowners that are inpacted between route 1 or route 2
are Kai Farns and TMR I nvestnents, and they have, from
what | renenber, they've both stated that either one of
those routes are acceptable. So, to ne, avoiding the
Vet erans Cenetery, just from ny personal preference,
woul d be better and use the route 2. But, if for sone
reason during the studies for the co-location of the |ine
and the gas line nake it inpracticable, then defaulting
to route 1 woul d be acceptable to ne.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Menber Fant, did you
have any t houghts?

MEMBER FANT: Just really quickly,
M. Chair. I'mactive in the Pinal Partnership and |I'm
al so a nenber of the board of directors of the
Sout heastern Ari zona Econom c Devel opment G oup, so from
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an econom ¢ devel opnent perspective, 1A makes the nost
sense. 3 doesn't make sense because if growh rolls

nort hward, you're going to have to conme back and do

sonet hing in that northern sector anyway, so you should
do it now while there's | ess population there. 2A is not
bad, but you have to deal with El Paso Electric -- not E
Paso Electric -- El Paso Natural Gas, which they're a
little bit contentious.

So -- and I'malso aware that the growh
rates of the cities just to the north of this area, El oy,
Cool i dge, Fl orence, Casa G ande, are all in double
digits, so that stands to reason that Marana is headed
for double-digit growth if it isn't already there. |
don't know, you nay know.

So 1A nekes sense, | think, from Tucson
El ectric's perspective. And | also agree with
M. Fontes, maybe we shoul d nake this sonmewhat w der than
a normal right-of-way, so that gives Tucson Electric a
little nore flexibility over at the OM Head Ranch
station when they have to deal with the ASLD. And al so
to work with the cenetery. So | think that's a -- that's
a relatively good conprom se solution, and gives them
what they want.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. And | think in the
right-of-way or the corridor that the applicant's
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proposed where to put the switchyard is a pretty
good-si zed area, considering it's going to be ultinmately,
| think, six acres, eight acres in total size in the

final switchyard on an approxi nately 15-acre spot, so --

| don't have that pulled up right now, we'll do that
tonmorrow, but |I'mjust saying that, you know, | think
there's -- we -- | think we want to -- trying to think --

do we have a notice problemif we make the corridor

bi gger than appeared in what the application and the
notice for it did? If it's -- | guess it's a matter of
degree, | think. If it's in a totally new place that
woul d be different than saying, oh, it's 100 -- the
corridor is 100 foot wder. It inpacts the sane

| andowner than where it was going to be in the first

pl ace.

So |l don't -- I'mjust thinking off the
top of nmy head, but | thought it was a pretty good size.
| thought you guys didn't need to propose a corridor
w der than you already had; is that correct?

MS. GRABEL: | believe that is correct,
M. Chairman, yes. And there is |anguage in the statute,
"1l have to revisit it, about the types of changes that
the comm ttee can nmake wi t hout having to do anot her
notice. 1'll be prepared tonorrow to address that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, | think it's -- |

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 246 VOLUME Il  06/17/2025 334

think it's the route, | don't think it's --
MS. GRABEL: | think it's the route too.
CHWN STAFFORD: Right. | think a couple

hundred feet in corridor width isn't going to do it.

MS. GRABEL: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: | just wanted to kind of
nuse about it now so we're not scranbling tonorrow.

MS. GRABEL: Unh- huh.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then, Menber Little?

MEMBER KRYDER: Ch, M. Chairnman,
before --

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER  -- Menber Little. Just to
foll ow up on your comrent, and naybe this goes to
M. Bryner, if we expanded the corridor, does that expand
your -- your cost of acquisition when you go to property
owner X?

MR. BRYNER: So the corridor is just an
area to give us sone flexibility to secure that
ri ght-of-way, so whether it's on the east side of the
road, the west side of the road or, you know, work a
little bit with the property owner so that we have the
| east inpact. W' re not securing right-of-way for that
whol e 500 feet or that 300 feet or if you wden it to a
t housand feet, we're still getting our 100 foot.
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MEMBER KRYDER: So it's going to cost you
t he sane size nickel, basically?

MR. BRYNER  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. The corridor just
provi des sone flexibility where they ultimately site the
line. The right-of-way is going to be the ultinmte pl ace
where they have exclusive rights to it either by
purchasi ng or by | ease or by easenent or right-of -- road

ri ght-of -way, or whatever the nechani sm would be, but

it's just -- it's the corridor gives themthe flexibility
where to put it. It doesn't nean they have to acquire or
encunber or do anything to that entire area. |It's

just --

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- it's just -- it gives
them | eeway where to put it as opposed to -- |like, for
exanple, if you have nultiple routes, like we did in the

M dtown, there was nmultiple routes that we approved so
they could put it in one place or a different place, if
we only approved one route and they didn't want to put it
there, they'd have to apply for a new CEC or nodification
tothe CECto put it in a different |location or if they
proposed one route and the commttee said, well, that
route is bad, it's a no go, so we're going to have to put
it somepl ace el se, under the statutes and rules, we'd
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have to have additional hearings because the people --
the notice that went out where the line's going to go, if
it's not going to go there and it's going to go sonepl ace
conpletely different they wouldn't have the opportunity
to appear and be heard. Because it's -- it's in a new
spot, and people who |ived where the new |line would be in
the new | ocation that we, you know, pull out of thin air
or sonething that wasn't in the notice going out, they
woul dn't have reason to partici pate, because they're,

li ke, oh, it's over there it's not ny problem oh, wait,
you're putting it in ny yard now? Hang on a second. So
that's -- that's the purpose of that. And | just want to
have a little discussion about that, if we needed to nake
changes to the corridor, | don't think we'd run into that
same problem

MEMBER KRYDER: | appreciate that very
much. | sinply wanted to make sure that | understood
that it would not add to your cost to nodify it.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. Right. And | think
phil osophically |I think at sone point w dening the
corridor to sone degree would eventually get you to where
you probably would have to renotice it. But | think
we're not tal king about anything along those |lines for
this case today.

All right. And then, Menber Little --
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MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you, M. Kryder.

Menber Little, you were going to give us
your thoughts.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah, as we were going
through the tour as well as the KOPs, ny first
inclination was that, at |east parts -- the parts of
alternative 3 where the |line would be replacing the 46-kV
line that is there seened to ne that it would actually
i npact those residential areas that the |line would be
goi ng through | ess than what's existing there right now,
and so ny first inclination was, well, you know, there
are lots of advantages to 3 and that just because it's
adj acent to the residential area, if it's going to nake
it better to put in the newline and take out the old
line, that that m ght actually be better. But there are
ot her aspects of 3 that concern ne, the San Lucas ar ea,
particul arly.

| have expressed ny concern about the
reliability of putting those two circuits adjacent to one
anot her between the 138-kV to Marana |line, whatever it is
called that's being built right now and the Gier
Substation, but | also can understand the concerns of the
residences in that area, particularly considering that
the residents thensel ves have cane forward and expressed
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their concerns.

| -- I think 1Ais a good -- is the route
that I would vote for, considering all the things that
we' ve tal ked about. And | also would like to say that,
you know, | tend to trust what the utility says as far as
what they think would be the best route. | know that we
need to listen to everything that they -- they present to

us and all the -- take into account everybody's expertise
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on this commttee, but the utility's the one that has to
build it, maintain it, and operate it. And they've been
studying this a long tine. And, for those reasons, |
think that 1A is probably the best way to go.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Menber Drago?

MEMBER DRAGO: Yeah, thank you
M. Chairman. | had exactly the note that Menber Little
mentioned, in that | appreciate the work that goes in to
under st andi ng the environnental inpacts of this project,
and in each of these routes | did not see an issue
environnentally. And so for that reason, | don't fee
li ke I have enough expertise outside of that to pick a
route, but | do respect ny commttee nenbers' conmments
that 1've heard thus far. So with that | would go with
the preferred route.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.
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And | think I nentioned yesterday that
maybe route 3 would be off the table, based on what I
heard so far due to its inplications -- its inpacts on
the residential areas, but then when we did the tour, |
al nost kind of walked it back thinking the majority of
this line is going to just supplant existing 46-kV |ines
and it's -- the difference between themis, you know, the
hei ght difference is not as great as, say, if you were
putting 500-kV |lines through there or even 230-kV |ines.

So but then when we got up to the San Luca
area -- San Lucas area, you know, you see the -- you see
t hey have high-voltage lines going to the north of their
devel opnent and to the east, and to the east it | ooks
like that's -- that's State Trust Land and fromwhat |'m
|l ooking at | didn't see devel opnent plans for that as
yet. So they had a KOP where you had the view of the
nountains, it's going to be very different if the line
goes there and it seens that their push was to put it
further away at | east 300 foot east of the road, but then
you have the State Land Departnent saying, well, you need
to keep it close to the road to the edge of it, which is
going to make it, you know, pretty nuch inpossible to
mtigate the effect on that, because they have that
eastwar d-1 ooki ng scenic view that's unobstructed as of
now.
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So | think, and since we found | think

the -- it is the lowest cost, but | think it's going to
be -- | think once -- it's one of those situations where
once you start doing it you'll have a | ot of angry people

trying to junp in late and conplain about it. So | think
"' mback to where | started with and | think I'minclined
to do the 1A again, the A over B having to deal wth

mul tiple property owners, residential, it seens you can
do it nore cleanly through route A and | think that any
reliability issues have been mtigated, | think you stil

do it that way w thout having problens. So I think I'm

looking -- | think I"'mtending towards 1A as well.

So |l think it's about -- it's exactly 5:00,
| think the next steps are going to be I'l|l prepare the
CECs, Chairman's 1 and 2. | have your -- did you send a

Wrd version of the CEC to Tod yet?
MS. GRABEL: W did.
CHWN STAFFORD: Okay, good. He's probably

sent it to nme, | just haven't seen it because | haven't
checked ny enail today. So I'Il get those prepared. And
| think -- | think we've addressed concerns involving the

route. There may be sonme additional questions that cone
up, but fortunately, we'll have M. Bryner and
Ms. Marinez -- am | pronouncing that right?

M5. MARINEZ: It was close.
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CHW STAFFORD: Close. | didn't add a T in
there, so -- | can't get that schwa sound, | can't quite
get right -- and then M. Hesse. So | think the other
thing, so | think tonmorrow we'll cone back, we'll have

the draft CECs, we'll be prepared to tal k through the
| anguage, |1'll have sone suggesti ons.

| do think we need to have a discussion
about the SHPO conditions. |'ve |ooked at what you guys
cane up with and | have sone suggestions that | think
woul d be cl eaner and nore succinct. | think, like for
exanpl e --

MS. HILL: M. Chairman, |I'msorry, | know
that it's 5:00, and you're suggesting that we adjourn,
but if you could give us those suggestions now, So we
could evaluate --

CHWN STAFFORD: |'mabout to. | had to
turn ny pages to get to it.

MS. HILL: Al right. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: GOkay. In the Condition 7
where it says, and I'mgoing to skip out sone parts, it
says, "The issuances of a certificate by the Conm ssion
is subject"” -- State action, | think we've gotten -- that
was a di spute before whether it was State action or not,
| think it clearly is. | nmean, you have all this due
process that we go through to i ssue a property right to
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the applicant, that's -- | don't know -- if that's not
state action, | don't know what would be, so |I'mgglad you
put that. But it's the clause that says, "Is subject to

review by the Arizona State Historic Preservation
Ofice." The issuance of the certificate is not subject
to review by the SHPO

So that's the first one. And then another
one would be | think -- let's see here, | had sone
t houghts for the --

MEMBER DRAGO. M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: I'Il put it in the -- it
will be in Chairman's 1, 1'll circulate those to Tod to
get those sent out, so you'll have them but | think
it's -- | think the thing to consider is that -- |

remenber we had the debate about whether the State
Hi storic Preservation Act by virtue of the Comm ssion's
State action applied the act to the private land, in
addition to the public -- listed the state land for the
SHPA and then for county, nunicipal, and state | and for
the Arizona Antiquities Act.

| just would like to direct everyone back
to the Line Siting Statutes where one of the factors we
are required to consider is the existing scenic areas,
historic area -- historic sites and structures, or
archaeol ogical sites at or in the vicinity of the
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proposed site.

The statute does not |imt that to state
| and, county land. By its plain |anguage, it applies to
all land, it's part of the site. So |l think -- and
| -- and this is going to be kind of an anti-climactic
noni ssue, because | think you guys have agreed to and
SHPO has recommended you do Class |1l surveys for any
areas of the project, neaning -- |I'massunmng we're
tal ki ng about the final right-of-way, not the corridor?

MS. GRABEL: Yes, that's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. And that's what |

would think. So I think we're going to get to where we

need to be. | think that's the right result, and
| -- I've got -- 1'Il give you sone -- | have sone
specific language for it and I'lIl do ny spiel to naeke

sure we're all on the sane page tonorrow, but that's
where I'mcomng from so | want to give you guys a
heads-up, that's where we're headed.

MS. GRABEL: GCkay. Thank you,

M. Chai r nan.

CHWN STAFFORD: |Is that -- that's not
anything earth-shattering to you, | don't think based on
what you proposed. | think, like |I said, | the |anguage

saying that the certificate is subject to SHPOreview is
not correct.
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MS. GRABEL: |I'mfine with changing that.
Lawers with were not invited to the neeting with SHPO
so l'"'mlooking to M. Bryner and Ms. --

CHWN STAFFORD: (Okay. Because | think it
woul d be appropriate to make sure it's clear what's going

on, and | think that m sstates what's actual ly happeni ng.

MS. GRABEL: |"mconfortable with that.
M. Bryner.
MR BRYNER: |"mconfortable with that. I

woul dn't mnd chatting with M. Hesse about it.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Well, we'll
have plenty of tine to do that, because we wll be com ng
back tomorrow norning at 9:00 a.m | think all we need
to do is get the draft CECs, Chairnan's 1 and 2
distributed. | think get sent out -- I'll have Tod send
it out prior to the hearing, get a copy to the court
reporter and then to the AV team so they can |l oad the
Wrd docunent -- | nean, the PDF docunent onto the
tabl ets because that's what we'll be |looking at to --- in
terns of proposing amendnents to the | anguage.

Anyt hing further?

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: Are you going to provide
t hem gui dance on the exhibit for the map in terns of how
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are you going to represent that, are you going to have
all the alternatives on there, just thinking that through
alittle bit to save sone tine.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Yeah, ny thought is that we
woul d only have one Exhibit A, which would be the actual
approved route and corridor. | think w'd say, in the
proj ect description what was proposed, but when we --
what the CEC is granted to approve would be specific to
the route that is approved, and we woul dn't have -- the
Exhibit A would just reflect the approved route, for
clarity, so if soneone cones along after us and what did
they actually do, which one of these routes is the real
one, | think it would be better to have the description
to say what was proposed and then have the Exhibit A and
t he approval of what was the actual final result.

MEMBER FONTES: And so |ong as the
description and the CEC matches the map, that would be
useful for a tine saver as well, based on the past.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, | w |l doubl e-check
t hat between now and when we -- | did look at it and it's
my recollection that the applicant accurately reflects
that in their draft CEC

M5. GRABEL: We think we did. Let's we
hope we di d.

MEMBER FONTES: Just to doubl e-check j ust
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saving tinme. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

M5. GRABEL: M. Chairman, would you like
us, then, to go ahead and start drafting a map that only
shows the preferred route for an Exhibit A?

CHWN STAFFORD: | thought you did already.
| think there's nultiple Exhibit As for each proposal,

t hought, there's like six of themon there, | think.

M5. GRABEL: Okay. So we'll just delete
t he ot her ones.

CHWN STAFFORD: Maybe not six, but there's
a bunch that covers the bases. So it's just a question
of picking the one that the ultimate route that we
approve, which at this point I"msaying it |ooks |ike
it's leaning heavily on 1A, so | think that's what w ||
end up bei ng approved, but that's what -- so we woul dn't
want to have nore than one Exhibit A is ny thought.

MS. GRABEL: Understood. And then Exhibit

B wll show all the potential alternatives?
CHWN STAFFORD: | don't think we even have
an Exhibit B. | think we just have a project description

t hat says here's what they cane up with, here's what we
approved. This will be Exhibit A I|If sonmeone wants to
get nore informati on about the stuff, they can | ook at
the --
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MS. GRABEL: Docket.

CHWN STAFFORD:. -- the application, yeah,
or the slide presentation. | think it's -- | think they
have nore than that in there, especially if we're only
approving one route. | think it would probably create
nore confusion to have a map of nore than what the actual
CEC grants.

Does that -- does anyone have a different
opi ni on than that?

MEMBER FONTES: That's exactly where | was
going with the comments, M. Chairman, sinple and well
| abel ed.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Excellent. All
right. Anything further?

MEMBER Di CICCI O What tinme tonorrow,

M. Chair? OCh, M. Chair, what tine tonorrow?
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber DiCiccio, it

wll be 9:00 a.m
MEMBER DICICO G Ckay. | can nake that.
CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. It may be

9: 00-i sh, dependi ng on our technical issues and getting
things distributed and | oaded and enails. Were we've

had problens with emails not going through and having to

scranble for stuff. But ideally everything will fal
into place and we'll convene at 9:00 a.m You shoul d get
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the copies of the draft CECs enmiled to you by Tod by
that tinme prior to the start of the neeting. That is the
plan, so | think | anticipate that's how things will go.

MEMBER DIiCICCI O Well, thank you very
much, M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Anyt hi ng further?

(No response.)

MEMBER FONTES: Congratul ations to
M. Ancharski for his -- breaking in his |egal briefcase
in his first hearing today. Wl done.

MR. ANCHARSKI : Thank you.

CHWN STAFFCRD: Well done, M. Ancharski.

Wth that we stand in recess until
9:00 a. m

(The hearing recessed at 5:09 p.m)
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STATE OF ARl ZONA
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE | T KNOM that the foregoing proceedi ngs were
t aken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical

obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and ACJA 7-206
()(1D)(g)(1) and (2). Dated at Phoeni x, Arizona, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

Wi Bk

ROBI N L. B. OSTERODE, RPR
CA CSR No. 7750
AZ CR No. 50695

* * * * *

| CERTIFY that d ennie Reporting Services, LLC,
has conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACJIA 7-206(J)(1)(9g) (1) through (6).

s D

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Regi stered Reporting Firm
Arizona RRF No. R1035
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