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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Pl ant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Comm ttee, commencing at 3:01 p.m on May 21, 2024, with

all participants appearing via videoconference.

BEFORE: Adam St af ford, Chairnman

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Meghan H. G abel, Esqg.

El i as Ancharski, Esq.
OSBORN MALEDON

2929 North Central Avenue
21st Fl oor

Phoeni x, Arizona 85012

and

Megan Hil |

Tucson El ectric Power Conpany
88 East Broadway, M5 HQE910
P.O Box 711

Tucson, Arizona 85702

ALSO PRESENT:

C ark Bryner, Project Mnager

Adri ana Marinez, Project Coordinator
Teresa Bravo, Governnment Rel ations

Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chairman Stafford
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CHW STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.

Now s the tine set for the prefiling
conference for the TEP Mdtown Reliability Project.

W'l start with appearances.

M5. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
Meghan G abel from Gsborn Mal edon on behal f of the
applicant Tucson Electric Power. Wth nme fromny firmis

nmy col |l eague Elias Ancharski. Wth nme in-house at TEP is

their regulatory attorney Megan Hll. And their project
manager is Cark Bryner and Adriana Marinez -- sorry,
Adriana. | have to practice that |like 20 tinmes before

say it, and | didn't do that this tine.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So there's going to
be a significant anount of public interest in this
project, then; correct?

M5. GRABEL: Yes, M. Chairman, there's
quite a bit of public interest in this project. W are
al ready aware of |likely three intervenors.

And 1'Il nmention that Teresa Bravo fromthe
conpany has al so joined the call

CHW STAFFORD: Now, you've got a nunber of
prefiling exhibits?

M5. GRABEL: W do. | believe that we sent
you four prefiling exhibits.

The first is the project map which shows

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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the various alternative proposed segnents including the
preferred route.

We have a proposed notice of hearing sign
so that's the tenplate that would be on the signs that
are used to advertise the notice of hearing.

The third is a map of where we intend to
pl ace the notice of hearing signs. There's 20 scattered
t hroughout the project area.

And the fourth is a proposed notice of
hearing, and attached to that is a map that differs
slightly fromwhat's in Exhibit 1 because it's
bl ack and white and easier to print out In newspapers.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Al right.

Prefiling Exhibits 1 through 4 are admtted.

(Exhibits 1-4 were adm tted.)

CHW STAFFORD: Now, you sent the Wrd copy
al r eady.

Now, you've be publishing this in the Daily
Star?

M5. GRABEL: W are. W will publish it in
the Daily Star.

We also intend to publish in the Arizona
Bilingual, which we're not sure is a newspaper of general
circulation, but it is well-read by nmenbers of, you know,
t he Spani sh-speaking community. And | think that the
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Commttee tal ked about it when we were in another hearing
recently.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So what's the
anticipated file date, then?

M5. GRABEL: This Friday, My 24.

CHWN STAFFORD: And the publishing dates

woul d be?

M5. GRABEL: W' re going to publish
sonetinme in June in the Arizona Bilingual. W'IIl publish
in the Arizona Daily Star on May 30st -- or 31st and

June 2nd. So it needs to appear twice by June 7th, so it
will.

CHWN STAFFORD: You said May 31st and
June 2nd or 7th?

M5. GRABEL: 2nd. 2.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. And what are the
affected jurisdictions?

M5. GRABEL: W believe we have five
affected jurisdictions. They are the Gty of Tucson, the
Gty of South Tucson, Pima County, the Arizona State Land
Departnent, and the Arizona Departnent of Transportation.

We al so have the Pascua Yaqui Tribe within
the study area, but | don't believe they actually neet
the statutory definition of "affected jurisdiction.” But
I want to note for the record that we're going to treat

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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them you know, |ike any very active stakehol der and send
themall the notices that we woul d be sending the
affected jurisdictions as well.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So we're having
the hearing in Tucson at the -- what's the hotel ?

MS. GRABEL: The Doubl eTree by Hilton
Tucson at Reid Park.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. |Is that the one we
were in before? It's a different one; right?

M5. GRABEL: Different one.

CHWN STAFFORD: Not as close to the
airport?

MS. GRABEL: Right.

CHWN STAFFORD: Excellent. Al right.
We've got it booked for 10 days?

M5. GRABEL: Right. July 8 through
the 19t h.

CHWN STAFFORD: And you think that it'll
take the whol e 10 days?

M5. GRABEL: |If the intervenors are as
active as we anticipate themto be, then yes, we do.
We're planning on it.

CHWN STAFFORD: So you said you antici pate
three intervenors?

MS. GRABEL: Potentially nore. So we think

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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that the Gty of Tucson, if they don't intervene, we're
going to ask you to let them know they probably shoul d
i ntervene because one of routes potentially conflicts
with one of their zoning ordi nances.

Banner Hospital's counsel has already
reached out to ne and indicated that she -- that Banner
I ntends to intervene.

Bef ore -- about probably a nonth ago, Todd
Jackson, who's an attorney in Tucson and represented
several residents in the first iteration of this project,
reached out to ne and asked about the hearing, so |
anticipate that he nay al so i ntervene.

And then potentially the University of
Ari zona.

Those are the ones | think we know about.
There may be others, but, if so, we didn't -- they're not
on our radar.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. | think, were there
homeowners associ ations that intervened |ast tine?

MS. GRABEL: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

M5. GRABEL: | think it was called the
Under ground Coal ition, | think.

(Reporter clarification.)

CHW STAFFORD: Have you got the | odging

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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set up for the out-of-town Conm ttee nmenbers?

M5. GRABEL: W do, at the sane hotel in
whi ch the hearing would be. The |ast day they can book a
roomfor the room bl ock is June 8.

CHWN STAFFORD: |'ve al ready booked mi ne,
Sso.

MS. GRABEL: Al right.

CHWN STAFFORD: Prepared. | think we're
probably going to do a tour on this one.

M5. GRABEL: W figured as nuch.

CHWN STAFFORD: So that'll save you the
noney of doing a virtual tour.

MS. GRABEL: W' Il probably still do both
because | think there's benefits both driving it and
seeing it froma Googl e perspective.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. And if you do do the
tour, and | assunme we will do the tour, we'll do that on
t hat Tuesday the 9th.

MS. GRABEL: Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: And, Tod, what's our
preheari ng conference date?

MR. BREWER W have that schedul ed for
July 2 at three o' clock, M. Chairnan.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Now, | understand
that the TEP and the Cty of Tucson are in superior court

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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w th a di sagreenent over an undergroundi ng ordi nance. |Is
that correct?

M5. GRABEL: It's a disagreenent as to
whet her or not one of their ordi nances requires
under gr oundi ng, correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And what is the
status of that?

MS. GRABEL: They just had oral argunents
in that matter

Megan, do you want to go ahead and address
t hi s?

M5. HILL: Sure.

M. Chair, the status of that is that there
I's an under advi senent ruling pending by Judge Bryson on
three different things.

There are two pendi ng notions for summary
judgnment on the filed action -- dec actions, basically.

And then there is the pending ruling on the
statutory special action that we filed as well. The
statutory special action has to do with -- largely has to
do with whether the ordinance that the Gty clains
requi res undergroundi ng actually applies to this project.

And then the dec actions are on the issues
of state | aw preenption and estoppel.

So we do anticipate that in the event that

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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the ruling on the special action is in our favor, we
anticipate that the City wll appeal. And | can't
coment at this time on whether or not the conpany woul d
appeal that issue if the ruling were in the Cty's favor.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. So do you anticipate
a superior court decision by the tine we go to hearing on
t he application?

M5. HILL: | believe the 60th day, which is
Judge Bryson's deadline, is either the first or second
day of our hearing. And so Judge Bryson does tend to get
t hi ngs out nore quickly than maybe sonme ot hers do.

don't know that he'll wait until the 60th day. But I

don't think that we'll receive the ruling nuch -- too
nmuch i n advance. WMaybe we'll get |ucky and maybe we
will, but I don't necessarily think we wll.

CHWN STAFFORD: Maybe you can share with
the Commttee what the results of that are.

M5. HILL: Yes, of course we can,
M. Chairman. | nean, | think the question is how you
woul d Ii ke that shared, if you would like us to file it
in the docket and provi de copi es.

CHW STAFFORD: O you could just -- yeah,

as an exhi bit probably.

M5. HILL: ay. | nean, bearing in
mnd -- and I'lIl let Ms. Grabel -- you know, obviously
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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what we are doing is -- whether or not the statute
actually applies is not really the issue that we're
asking the Commttee to determ ne, although I know t hat
the court's ruling is obviously germane to the

Comm ttee's understanding of the context. But, you know,
we are asking the court to exercise its jurisdiction
under 360.06.D in this situation.

So that -- that finding that we' re asking
the Commttee to nake actually assunmes in a |lot of ways
t hat the ordi nance does apply.

CHWN STAFFORD: And the portion of the --
it's only a portion of the line that the Gty would want
to underground? It's not the entire route; correct?

M5. GRABEL: | think so. W have severa
segnents, M. Chairman, and sone of the segnents don't
run through the gateway corridor. That's the ordi nance
that the Gty believes requires undergroundi ng. Sone of
them avoid that corridor altogether. |In fact, | believe
our preferred route is outside of the gateway corridor.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. Yeah, because this
has got four routes for one segnent and then six routes
for another segnent, so.

M5. GRABEL: W studied this thing hard.

M5. HILL: Yeah. |It's getting in and out
of that substation. So, you know, it, | nean, that

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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becones the question. So but, yes, there are nultiple
routes that do not go through the gateway corridor.

CHWN STAFFORD: And where is the gateway
corridor?

M5. GRABEL: W have exhibits -- | don't
think that you can see it on the map here. And nmaybe if
we can pull 1t up, we can, that denote where the gateway
corridor is in different colors. | don't knowif that's
on the exhibits you have in front of you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Looking at the routes, but
is it along -- it's got the different streets and the
di fferent streets naned.

M5. HILL: Down Route 1 on Canpbell going
right -- | nmean, the primary section that | think is of
interest to many of the intervenors is the section that
goes from you know, Broadway up to G ant basically.

Ri ght past the University of Arizona, Banner, the Sam
Hughes nei ghbor hood, Jefferson Park, Bl enman-E m

CHWN STAFFORD: |Is that the -- is that
along Route 1 or 67

MS. HILL: 1.

MS. GRABEL: 1.

CHWN STAFFORD: 17?

M5. HILL: Uh-huh.

CHWN STAFFORD: And that's the one -- |I'm

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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having trouble differentiating Route 1 from 6 because
t hey both | ook pink.

M5. GRABEL: Well, 1 is a salnony kind of
color, and it's to the right down Canpbell Avenue.
Route 6 is nore of a pinky color, and it goes fromthe
Ki no Substati on and then goes west and then up north.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So that's the one --
the one that starts at 36th and goes west, that's
Route 67

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And then Route 1 is
t he one that goes up? kay.

MS. GRABEL: Right.

M5. HILL: It goes up Canpbell

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

M5. HILL: And that gateway corridor is
basically from Broadway to G ant.

CHW STAFFORD: On Canpbell then?

M5. HILL: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. Trying
to get the main picture when we're looking at it.

Al right. You know to provide a draft CEC
by the prehearing conference.

| expect we'll get a fair anount of public
comment at the hearing.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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M5. GRABEL: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: We had -- we had it set for
the 5:30 nornmal tine. | think since it's going to go
| ong, we'll probably have to take sonme additional public
coment at sone point during the hearing.

Do you antici pate many public officials
comng in to give public coment?

M5. GRABEL: That's a good question. |
mean, to the extent the Gty of Tucson is a party, |I'm
not sure that it's appropriate for City of Tucson
officials to make public coment. And | anticipate they
wll be a party.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. | guess, yeah, if
they're a party, they're not making public comment. But
if they weren't, | guess they coul d.

And then |I guess it's conceivable you'd
have a section -- a chunk of the Gty governnent that
woul d be -- take a different position than certain other
nmenbers who m ght want to speak on their own behalf in
public comrent.

M5. GRABEL: It's possible, uh-huh.

CHW STAFFORD: So | think we'll --
anything is possible, so.

All right. Now, for permt status, is
this -- do you need a permt fromthe Gty to -- or it is

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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a permtted use, or zoning? O what's the status of
t hat ?

M5. GRABEL: The answer | think is, yes, we
do need to secure sone zoning approvals fromthe Cty.
And -- but we need the CEC first is what we've understood
fromthe Gty in past efforts.

CHW STAFFORD: Al right. So you need the
CEC first, then?

M5. GRABEL: That's the position that |
bel i eve the zoning adm ni strator took when we applied for
a permt the first go-around.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. So |
assune it will be the typical setup for the hearing with
the WFi and at | east two-screen presentation, tablets
for the nenbers with the rel evant exhibits?

M5. GRABEL: Yes, M. Chairnman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Now, what about the ot her

parties? Are they going to -- I'"'massumng if they're
show ng up and putting on a case, they'l|l have their own
exhibits. WII they be -- can you work with themto

conpile their exhibits onto the tablets as well so we
don't have a tablet for each or a notebook for everybody
el se besides the applicant?

M5. GRABEL: Yes, M. Chairman. W're
usi ng Peaks Audio, and |I'm sure they've had experience

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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wth that before. | think they did SRP. So |I'm sure
t hey coul d accommopdat e ot her parties who need to have the
docunent s upl oaded.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. And what's -- the
filing fee for this one is a thousand bucks?

MS. GRABEL: Yep.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And you under st and
that the Comm ssion is obligated by statute to pay the
costs of reporting and transcribing any application
hearing as well as the actual necessary expenses incurred
by the Commttee nenbers in connection with their
participation in the nmeeting fromthe filing fee and that
costs and fees exceeding the anount of the applicant's
fee may be, with the applicant's consent, incurred by the
Comm ttee and charged to the applicant.

Does the applicant consent to say pay the
Commi ssion those fees in excess to the filing fee?

M5. GRABEL: W do.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. So

transcripts are supposed to be ready in three days. |Is
that -- if you -- I"mgoing to ask Jennifer, the court
reporter. |If you'll be doing the whole thing, will you

be able to turn out the transcripts in three days after
each day, or do you do three days after the conpletion of
t he heari ng?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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THE COURT REPORTER: My understanding is
it's three days after the conpletion of the hearing.

CHWN STAFFORD: (Okay. Just wanted sone
clarity. | don't think we're going to need themon a
daily basis. | don't think we'll need the transcripts
for first week during the second week. But just three
days after, okay.

And then are there any other objections or
concerns about anything that we haven't covered?

M5. GRABEL: No, sir.

M5. HLL: M. Chairnman, we actually did
have -- | just before this, | got a question from one of
our internal witnesses asking if the hearing for sone
reason didn't conplete in 10 days whet her you woul d
antici pate addi ng the days the next week? W do have
internally sone conflicts with hearing dates the next
week, and so we're just trying to get a feel for what
that | ooks Iike.

CHWN STAFFORD: That's what | was
forgetting. Yes, on the off chance that we don't
conplete the hearing after the two weeks, | was going to
ask you about what availability is there to cone back?
W woul dn't have to do it the foll ow ng week. W could
do it later that week. It's going to depend on the
availability of the conference roomat the hotel.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MS. GRABEL: Venue, right.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah.

M5. GRABEL: | will talk to the conference
room and we'll be available with that information |
t hi nk by the prehearing conference. Ch, that m ght be
too late. Do you want ne to be in touch with Tod?

CHW STAFFORD:. Yeah, you can |et Tod know
if there's -- | nean |"msure we could cone up with
sonet hing el se, but it would be awkward. | nean if for
sone reason we could do it at the Conm ssion hearing room
potentially, but I don't know what the availability for
that is. But | could find that out and if it was free we
could just junmp right onit. It wouldn't be |ike booking
t he venue.

M5. GRABEL: Right.

CHWN STAFFORD: So --

M5. GRABEL: | guess, personally, ny
preference is to continue it the follow ng week if the
venue i s available just because | think it wll be fresh
in the Commttee's mnd. And | do have another rate case
the week after that. So it would be nice if we could
finish it all at once.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. Ckay.

M5. HILL: | think internally we have two
significant witness conflicts begi nning on the 24th.
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MS. GRABEL: Ckay.

M5. HILL: So we could do the Monday and
Tuesday, but we couldn't really then go -- | think the
avail ability becones the second week of August then after
that to conti nue.

And, Meghan, | don't know if you're
avai | abl e t hen.

CHW STAFFORD: But the 22nd and 23rd, you
don't have any problens wth?

M5. HILL: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Well, | hope all
your witnesses wll be done testifying by that point.
They should be on to the intervenors' case.

M5. HILL: Well, we don't know that the
intervenors will put on any witnesses either. They may
just cross. It nmay just be cross-exam nation.

We do anticipate that the tour will take
one full day of the hearing, and so that knocks down, of
course, the testinony tine.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, | don't think we need

to make 20 stops on the tour for each sign. But I

think -- | thought the tour would take less tine, |
guess, since it's close proximty to where we'll be. But
| guess it's going to depend on traffic and where we're
st oppi ng.
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M5. GRABEL: And it's multiple routes. So
we' |l be driving, you know, seven mles four tines.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. Yeah. |Is there a
vant age poi nt where we could see all the routes at the
sane tinme?

MS. GRABEL: Helicopter.

CHWN STAFFORD: Maybe do it by helicopter.
Maybe that would save tine. But | think that's probably
goi ng to be prohibitively expensive.

M5. HILL: Maybe Banner will let us stand
on top of their pediatrics tower there on their
hel i copter pad. |It's going to be pretty hot outside,

t hough. So probably -- you know.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, | don't think we'll
want to -- we'll have to have sone kind of shade put up
for the stops. W can't have the court reporter and her
machi nes nelting out there in the heat at the tour stops.

MS. GRABEL: Wen we know who the parties
are, M. Chairman, | can convene the parties. W can try
to lay a hearing schedule together that will get us done
intime if possible. Hopefully we can avoid the need to
schedul e | ater

CHW STAFFORD: Right. W my -- yeah, |
may end up scheduling a procedural conference before the
pre -- before the prehearing conference to deal wth any
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kind of witness and di scovery disclosure i ssues to nake
sure, you know, to avoid duplicative testinony.

M5. GRABEL: Uh- huh.

CHWN STAFFORD: So all right. 1 think
that's everything. Anything else, Tod?

MR BREWER | don't think so,
M. Chairman. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Anything further fromthe
applicant, Ms. G abel ?

M5. GRABEL: No, thank you, M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Wth that,
we'll go off the record.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 3:23 p.m)
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